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ting cancer in Uganda

ibout gevernment’s commitment to-
anenabling enviromment in the
is and treatment of cancer,
rying the passing of the Rill into law
was a key undertaking terrards the
rmuch anticipated dream.

roctly to the UCHin Mulago, its con-
tributiom to the general fight against
eancer in the eonntry cannot be over
| emphasised.

| Fifty (500 years of UCI cannot g0
without challenges, which are still

the country
“1 wenild like to groe yont the as presmlent, faced by the Institute,
Y MOSES AYEYUNE | surance that government and the
a Ministry of Health are committed to | Challenges
ensuring that the issue of cancer There are eidently not enough re-

mhyen g rat

s the Uganda Cancer Institute
(UCD celebrates its Golden
bilew, Padiament of Uganda has
played a key role in formalising the
institute’s work and improving treat
ment of canver in the country.
Through Padiament, UCT has been
able to sevure more funding in terms
of budget allocations, palicy formula
ton and better serviee delivery.
Parliament, for instance, enacted a
Bill in 2016 that mothered the Upanda
Cancer Institute Act, establishing UCT
AS an autonomous agency of povern-
ment mandated to undertake and
coondinate the prevention and treat
ment of cancer and related diseases,
and to conduct research on cancer in
Uganda.
To be specific, Parliament, through

TWeGAITe

vddressed. Therefore, what you h
done

fight a

ainst cancer heemise it is a

challenge, which all of us must work |

together to address in the country,”
said Dr Baryorminsi,

Looking back at the “¥ey undertak-
ing” it is only a ray of hope as the
UCT continues to rise into a centre of
excellence,

Fundralsing

Parliament has continued to sup-
port cancer awareness campaigns, in-
cluding fundraising activities, mainly
through civic awareness campaigns,
including the annual Rotary Cancer
Run where individual members and
sections of the public have raised
funds for cancer treatment.

The Speaker has on several occa-
sions rallied MPs and the public to
take a front seat in the fight against

ory bigg contribution in the |

| senurces to run the institute and there
has been delay in decentralisation of
| cancer sorvices, Hemeer, with a fa
cility already operating in Mbarara,
there is hope that the dream to de-
centralise cancer treatment will be
achieved,

Parliament also remains concerned
| with the challenges faced bry limited
aneologists in the country and urges
gerernment to undertake deliberate
efforts through scholarships and di-
rect sponsorship to medical doctors
to qualify in the highly specialised
cancer field.

The absence of a full-fledged Board
also remains a key challenge with
significant impact in the day-to-day
operations of the Institute, and meas-
ures need to be taken to ensure that
this gap is covered,

Since 2016, Parliament remains con-
cerned with the absence of a national

its Health committee and plenary ses-
stons, adopted and recom d
due to N‘:.\ilivuy. (“": '::x:‘(‘{::: ¢ ¥ - ‘ o.,.‘ e | | cancerinUganda. policy on cancer and recommends
sionale. Speaker Kadaga speaks toacancer patient In Jinja Hospital during the Iaunch During the fifth edition of cancer | that the minister of Health fast-tracks
" (i) unch of the cancer unit racently. run in August last year, Parliament | the Cancer Prevention and Treatment

and storage of the highly spocialised
madicine, UCIbe mandated to procure
the chemotherapeutic agents, highly - i
spacialised maedicines as well as medi- ’ '
cal supplies and equipment usad in
the treatment of cancer. et
This was done asa measure against | Gommtment. Speaker of Pariament Rebecca Kadaga (Front row; 3rdleft) flags off
duplicationof roles orclashes botwoen | forefront of the fight against spread of cancer in the country. cosTrsy 105 towards the realisatjop

il
the institute and the National Medical peop institute. = “" i i I
Stores, 7 ona 3 f o . | this cancer institute. and Mr | an Act. It s steadily map - Lill, / I l ' !
ores, and to ensure timely access to | Cancer Institute neads a mandate to | up a camp and started calling Mg Although Dr ,?;P\z‘gﬁlck tothe [ als ofits “um"""‘oﬁsmsﬁill:‘;z ”'(\"K” a p rl O rl O a r I a e n :
Wit de. .

y._glonsofmﬂlr:'m‘;_’;‘s-:fdsl%ﬁi\pﬁgg ;‘(“c':’l“l luckily, we discovered it early. | lostavery young boy. Ithank DrOrem | raised Shs20 million, while in the | Policy.
{Amurt Wolm:’ Laved his ife, norm?? treated and he is now a very | (the executive director UCI) for what | sixth edition in June 2017, Parliament Although there have been repeated
prother an al young boy. He vas hardly 27 | he is doingin that institute,” she said. | made a pledge of Shs449 million. calls for a National Cancer Policy, gov-

iS. as goingtodie of can- 5 i : " % y
1 .Mybrﬂu”-‘r wasgoing an- | years old (in 2016). So we could have Dr Baryomunsi assured Parliament Whereas the money will not o di- | ernment is yet to make this a reality.

Run recently. parliament of Uganda has, over the Years, boon
Cance a ““

* highly specialised medicine. 5000
alls 3 procure drugs urgently for anybody | We screened more than 5 ja were 3 " 3
- It was also done to ensure that the | who has been found with r:1 ncer, with- | However, specifically, we called ‘,'lfwl Mn‘\:mrﬂ jament, the Uﬂ”!'dﬂ s mz’;ﬁ:;?z;ndennke and (‘Onrl ! !l the
ansm';ne esmlr\li;hos the appropriate | out these jargons of yours like the | 50 women just casually. Surprising- :?‘;ﬁmtc Bill was passed into law on s éifeagli:‘;""ﬁ‘rnnuél;";l'., ; s 5
cpartments for palliative care and | PPDA and ike. Diseas e 50 women that were h Randa, N isan increase in the spread of cancer i i i it
rehabilitation services and also estab- | read t:s:k;:‘rel I;L’:‘“n(;gfaﬁg )«":: i:%ntmrg‘:f them - who were not | May 5’-2017}\1 yas also been instru- | There has also baep 5" " in Uganda and in other developing coun- Apart from Dudges fucresses, § 2 Biment TS adersaball levets 0 serisiCas (s o
lisha robust, technicaland multidisci- | have come to me and I have found you | even sick but were by-passers whom mﬂ:‘?"‘: oving budgetincreases | rise in the procuremeny o Bhificy,, rics. Thereare many Ugandans suffering 20 passed U e Caperg st RS Ui dfof concevsarcentig i et
plinary staff mix to take the instifute | withcancer,must give youdrugsand | we just called to come and test - had | mentalin 8PSy Lo oo kept ris- | of the highly specialiseq 'y Sup, cancer, and the projection and trajectory, 20 Lot Iyl ofec8 e b v O T o Tk preventablade e
sty Mol it iy A ithey Qi bok » said | for UCL The -uio,,]nZOIOIDShS‘w medical Lransits thus impyy, TURS o nd is WorTying. Cancer is on the rise in establish the Uganda Cancer Institute as an  Parliament continues to hold the Annual Par-
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empowerad with sufficient resources | the reports..when we legislateon this | for an effective health system that onlyhopa fpr e !’emr' te fn a(;lﬂl:ef in Africa Conference in E'fhk’pi"‘ in e mnd‘)j:‘{‘tnslmmmnmdem amg;\:e lhe_c?rpzare m'ml mfombmryandthls ke
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cancer survivors and civil society | enues where drugs can be procured | country. +< intervention, Uganda today boasts 1o ¥ Tis can be gy, s r cases hod been recorded globally since will address the challenge of treating cancer ment have over the past three years also taken
onzanisations to suppart the eancer |- Without necessarily passing through | Speaking about the Uganda Cancer | W8 HPG 1 cincer institute "ﬂ“!’u “me’;:“"“ "°'l"‘"mry Scrcep 2012, wlﬂ',g‘f "“"""{Vu]"s‘;"‘“ d."“‘k'e"d’am“'f“‘ and cancer related diseases. This will in the  part in the Rotary Cancer Run. As much as this
work. vhe hurd) ati icz : . 2015, the Speaker em- ] A dards that will | whi ires robust jpfo, N . The repor! project hat the i i Y
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ng UCI as an autonomous institution and community sensitisation. addressthe i There | After the Bill was adopeg ,, Spmillion in the next five years if urgent inter- mcdia’gnn, as well as mc’r'msggcd local capacity ~ cancer. e
to handle super specialised cancer conditions. Recently, while launching the 2017 Rotary

ventions are not made to stop its spread.

n 3 ¥ 7 A aj
“I am a campaigner against the | cerandca fon in referrals | acted into law, it wias cle; i
pai reduction in ar t the Uganda Cancer Institute celebrates 50

en.
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is signifcant " broad as well as | like therest of the public, ) Mot It will also empower the institute to oversee ~ Cancer Run, the Speaker announced that each

~ould eliminate irregularities in the | «rheeisa very high tigure of cancer

=rocurement process, undertake the | patients in Ugsnda and we can't just look | Spread of cancer. One day I madea pro- tr 1 ited b As : there is need t 1
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8l in ted by surgery and radiotherapy, a ground In 2013, Parliament appropriated money Speaking at the 10th Stop Cervical, Breast all the staff at the Institute led by its director
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