Exotic plants iny

Jndgr threat, Invasive alien plant

pecies ha‘ve taken over at least two

BY MATTHIAS MUGISHA
editonal@ug natisnmadia com

ganda Wildlife Author-
Uil‘_'.-r (UWA) has launched a
Shs500m multi-pronged

pilot project to fight mvasive Alien

Species (IAS) that are threatening

to take over two of Uganda’s most

Popular National Parks. The affected
parks are Queen Elizabeth and Lake
Mburo,

“Sixty five percent of the area in
Queen Elizabeth rotected area has
been colonised by the Invasive Alien
Species while about 85 per cent of
Lake Mburo National Park is also af-
fected,” says Dr Peter Beine, the na-
tional project coordinator, National

Agricultural Research Organisation
(NARO),

That means 1,258 square kilometres
of Queen Elizaboth National Park is
under the Invasive Alien Species
leaving only 722 square kilometres
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of unaffected area for animals, The

park measures 1978 square kilome-

res. Bad as (his sounds, Lake Mburo

ig M 3 worse situation with only 39

out of 260 square kilometres un-
affected by the invasiye species.

Thg project to get rid of the alien

species is implemenied by Uganda
Wildlife Au thority together with the
National Invasive Species Coordina-
tion Unit (NISCU), a branch of NARO
with technical support from the In-
ter-Ministeria] Working Committee
(IMWC-1AS) composed of represen-
tatives from the various IAS-affected
countries, ministries, departments
and agencies.

The International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) defines
Invasive plants as non-indigenous
or non-native plants that adversely
affect the habitags they invade eco-
nomiecally, environmenta lly or eco-
logically.

Threat to wildiife

A recent analysis of [UCN red list
data highlighted invasive alien spe-
cies as the third most severe threat
to birds and marmmals.

“These invasive species are a result
of global warming, They are a threat
to tourism and are one of the main
causes of human - wildlife conflict.
They eat up the pasture for wild

vade parks

animals forcing the wildlife to com-

munity lands, They close up areas

for game viewing making it dil‘i:icnlt
for tourists to see the animals,” the

Former UWA Executive Din‘c(or_Dr

Andrew Seguya said while Immr:?n!wg

the exercise along with State Muu_:\-

ter for Tourism Godfrey Kiwanda in

Queen Elizabeth National Park on
March 22,

Tour operators have long con-
plained about lack of animals in the
park. “It is hard to come Iby animals
in Queen Elizabeth National Park.
Let us hope that this exercise will
bring back the animals so th;n:’_mur-
ists get value for their money,” says
Samuel Mugisha, the Proprietor of
BIC Tours,

To combat the menace, UWA con-
tracted the services of National In-
vasive Species Coordination Unit
to pilot an integrated management
project for selected Invasive Alien
Species.

The fight against the weeds is
multi-pronged and involves the ap-
plication and use of mechanical, cul-
tural and classical biological control
approaches. )

The mechanical approach involves
a team of traned casual laborers us-
ing, axes, pangas and hoes to get rid
of the unwanted vegetation. In Queen
Elizabeth National Park an axcavator
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For sustainability of the project, 3 -
tearn of botanists witl be Constitutey
from Makerere University 1o ¢ :
and document the existing flora ind -
fauna in the project target areas of
both parks to generate information
which will form the baseline data sets
for future monitoring of inpacts and
effectiveness of the programme,.



