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rehbishop John Baptist Odama of 
the Archdiocese of Gulu is widely 
Known for his courageous efforts 
tobringan end to the Lord' Resist- 

ance Armyconflictinnorthern Uganda 
through the interfaith Acholi Religious 
Leaders Peace Initiative,for his willing- 
nessto share his experience with oth- 
ers,and increasingly for his participa- 
tion in the global Catholic Nonviolence 
Initiative. 
‘This book explores not only these as- 

pects of his life, but also earlier influ- 
ences and experiences of ministry 
‘which helped to form his spirituality 
asa“peacebishop”who values the life 
and dignity of a human being above 
everything, and who can confidently 
say"mytribeis humanity” 
‘Thats what the book descriptionsays. 
However they say text without context 
is pretext, which sounds like a mere 
clever play on words.But it is more. 
Context is everything. Accordinglythe | 
meaningvalue,orinterpretation of any 
action,object,or statement dependsen 
hld'lnn e surrounding circumstanc: 

Shufl\ofmmmhlshupodnm‘s 
‘ministry would seem like a. pmmfin’ 
‘the church to deepen and widen its in- 
fluence in the Acholi subregion. Indeed. 
the Catholic Church is a deeply root- 
ed, highly influential institution in the 
Acholi sub-region of northern Uganda, 
often considered a "stronghold" of the 
faith with approximately 70 percent of 
Lhepwpuhflomdmnfymgz(‘aflwllfl- 
Inpite of this religious dispensation, 

as it were, the Acholi subregion was 
plagued by conflict and death. The LRA 
insurgency in Northern Uganda,lasting 
from the Late 19805 to the early 20005, 
created a massive humanitarian crisis, 
displacing 1.5 million people and Kill- 
ingan stimated 100 00civlans. 

and destruction of social structures.Ina. 
‘word,there was devastation. 
Ugandanssaw their lives, families and 

futures devastated. Even their past was 
not free from the death and despoil 
that surrounded them. The conflict de- 
stroyedthesocialfabricof the Acholire- | 
gion, ruined local economi 
verely hindered education 

better past and thus promis 
future,only toexperience| 
To correct this pass, the Uganda Peo- 

‘ple's Defence Forces (UPDF) engaged in 

JOUN ASHWORTH 

;NC"I\IS!IOI’ 
JOHN BAPTIST 

ODAMA 
P aaad 

STOP FI0H T 
SSTART TALXI 

Author: John Ashworth 
Pagos: 200 
Prico: Shs50,000 
Avallabllity: Allbookshops 

Publishod: 2024 

alongterm, multi-decade armed cam- 
‘paign against the LRA in order to stave 
off calamity;shifting from convention- 
al warfare in Northern Uganda to re- 
‘gional "hot pursuit® operations across 
‘South Sudan, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo(DRO) and the Central African 
Republic(CAR). 
‘While the UPDF largely forced the 

LRA out of Uganda by 2006, the armed 
responses have been characterized by 

operational costs, reliance on for- 
hll"‘ Peles and mixed stiécess in 
iminatng opleadership. 
“This book also documents the UPDF's 

war against the LRA, highlighting ef- 
forts such as Operation Iron Fist (2002). 
This was amassive offensive launched 
into southern Sudan to destroy LRA 
‘bases, which resulted in the LRA scat- 
tering and increasing attacks on civil 
iansinboth Sudanand Northern Ugan- 
da 
‘Then there was Garamba Offensive 

(2008-2009): A joint operation (Oper- 
ation Lightening Thunder) Wl!h DRC 
and South Sudanese forces: 

Other options such as Regional Task 
‘Force (2012-2017) saw the UPDF form 

the backbone of the African Ur- 
ionled Regional Task Force. 
(AU-RTF),aimed at track- 
ing LRA, with,at times, 

sppont from US. 
ecial forces. 
Al the white, 
the UPDF em- 
ployed a” 
combined 4 

= E . 

~from early ministry to hecoming a 
‘globally recognised peace bishop 

tegrates various specialized ele. 
ments to maximize combat effective. 
ness and thereby effectively throwing 
everything at the enemy,including the 
itchensink. 
In this rather small book, we get to 

sinkour literary fangs intoa richly told 
story interlaid by such subplots, if you 

il 
Primarily, though, Stop Fighting, Start 

alking,is a biography of Archbish- 
op Emeritus John Baptist Odama, au- 
thored by missionary John Ashworth, 
Launched in December 2024 during 

the Archbishop's golden jubilee, the 
book documents his 25-year temure as 
the first Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Gulu and his tireless work 2s a media 
torin Northern Uganda. 
“The biography chronicles Archbishop 
Odama's journey from his early minis- 
try tobecominga globally recognized 
*peace bishop*. It specifically high- 
lights: 
Conflict Mediation: Hiscourageousef- 

forts to end the Lor!'s Resistance Ar- 
my (LRA) conflict through the inter- 
faith Acholi Religious Leaders Peace 
Initiative (ARLP1), a rather ecu- 
menical coalition of Catholic, & 
Anglican, and Muslim leaders ' 4 
in Northem Uganda, who fa- 
mously met with LRA lead- 
er Joseph Kony to pursue 
a peaceful end 1o the con- 
flct Thesedelegations trav- 
eled to remote areas, in- 
cluding the Garamba forest 
in 2006, to persuade Kony 
to engage in peace talks % 
Humanitarian Advocacy: 
His commitment to the life 
and dignity of all humans, 
often ized by his 
personal motto, “my tribe 
is humanity". This im- 
bued him with a humanis- 
tic sense of mission which 
ensured his peace efforts 
wereand are dialogue-dsiv- 
en,based cn.a non-directive. 
conflict resolution approach 
focused or. healing, empathy, 
and restoring human connec- 
tions rather than just reaching a 
settlement. 
Rooted in acknowledging the 
emotional, psychological, and 
"heart language” of parties,it em- 
phasizes active listening, shared hu- 
‘manity,and the mediator’s pres- 
encein creatingasafe, of- 
ten sacred, space ® 
for dialogue. 

Isalsoinvaluablo ithingtogolr 
P: 

Honviolence Initiatives: The Arch: 
bishop's participation in the global 
Catholic Norrviolence | Im'n?r"‘m“'u 
mlein post-conflict healing and 
ration in Horthern Uganda. In this re- 
gard, he joins the apostles of nom 

Mahatma Gan- Tent ezl action auch 
dhi, who is globally rec 

(truth-force) as mvm»rrumml for so- 
cialchang 
“This philosoptr, rooted in spiritual 

comwiction, influenced major 20th-cen- 
tury fgures like Martin Luther King Jr. 
Helion Mandela, Leo Toltiry and Arch 
bishop Oddama, fhis m efforts arean- 

astoral Leadership: Insights into his 
spiritual formation and his fearless, 
prophetic voice against corruption 
and social injustice. Often described 
as soft-spoken and tener, he 
famously addres: 
people” rather than the formal ° 
and gentleme ing a humble 
and approachable demes 
ership is grounded in “uncompromis- 
ing values” such as unconditional for- 
giveness and a belef that "humanity is 
his tribe.’ 
This book is invaluable to anyone 

whois interested in conflict resolution, 

peace and leadership limned b/ 
love and sheer com- 

‘passion. 
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