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Banura, who was elect-
ed Kikuube's first dis-
trict chairpersonin
2021and re-elected
early this year, has been
described as a visionary,
passionate and strate-
gic leader. He has also
been eulogised as a

man of faith and strong
convictions, especially
harnessing diversity for
development and unity.

BY ALEXASHABA

eter Banura the Kikuube LCS
chairperson, has a left a legacy
of a visionary learder who shaped
the districts' political and devel-
went foundation.
ie 48+ 2ar-old leader died at the
skend after the vehicle he was travel-
{1 ginwas hit by a taxi in Butyamba Vil-
12:e on Hoima-Fort Portal Road.

His death comes at a deeply poignant
momentjust days before he was due to
be sworn in for a second term, follow-
ing his re-election on the ruling Nation-
al Resistance Movement (NRM) party’s
ticket.

The fallen leader is a son of Maj Gen

rtd) Matayo Kyaligonza. Maj Gen Ky-
aliponza was among the people who
joined and fought in the National Re-
sistance Army-led Bush War that ush-
ered the current NRM government in-
to power in 1986.

Mr Kyaligonza was also one of the 39
Historicals who were appointed as rep-
resentatives of the expanded Nation-
al Resistance Council (NRC), which
served as Parliament at the time, and
later seryed as the elected Member of
Parliament for Buhanguzi Constituen-
cy in Hoima District before he was ap-
pointed to diplomatic missions includ-
ing Kenya and Burundi.

Some sources said they saw bits of
Maj Gen Kyaligonza's political acumen
in Banura, who contested for the Bu-
hanguzi MP seat but was not successful.

For several residents in Kikuube, Ba-
nura's passing is, therefore, not just the
Joss of a political leader, but of a unifi-
er,strategist, and visionary who had be-
come synonymous with the district’s
identity and aspirations.

A journey marked by persistence

Banra's political journey began be-
for  uube District was carved out of
Hou istrict.

In 200, when Kikuube was still part
of Hoima District, he contested for the
Buhanguzi County parliamentary seat
that was once occupied by his father,
but lost both the NRM primaries and
the 2016 General Election.

Undeterred, he remained actively en- i

Baged in local affairs.
" OWhen Kikuube District was created in
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The district then opted for interim
leadership from 10 councillors who
were from Kikiabe Dietrict.

Mr Prancic Kazine, who was a district
councillor representing Kizicamfirmbi
Sub-county at the time and is new the
MP for Buhanguzi County, said Banu-
m contested for the LCS interim lead-
ership ¢lat in the NRM primaries and
won.

Mr Kazine aleo mentioned that if the
Electoral Commission had organised
an election, he wonld have supported
Ranura because of his experience, expo-
sure. He said he would have also backed
Ranura because he had won the NRM
primaries

He added that because Banura was
not a councillor, he did not become
a member of the interim leadership
from 2018 to0 2021, but because he had
won NRM primaries, he was usual-
ly consulted during the district's plan-
ning meetings

*When 1 became interim district
chairman, I told my councillors that
1 would prepare to hand over the of-
fice in 2021. We wanted him [Banura)
in that office because he was exposed,
having served as a counallor at KCC.He
came from a family of liberators, and
we needed someone who could lobby
for the district,”Mr Kazine explained.

Mr Kazine said he usually invited Ba-
nura to attend district planning meet-
ings because, together, they shared a
dream of making Kikuube a model dis-
trictin the country.

He added that, in these meetings,
Banura contributed ideas that lat-
er shaped Kikuube's trajectory,and in
2021,in both the NRM and general elec-
tions, he supported Banura, together

with councillors, and he became the |

district’s first elected chairperson.

Aloaderwhobuiltbridges

Kikuube has long grappled with ten-
sions between indigenous Banyoro
and migrant communities, particu-
larly the Bakiga from Kigezi Sub-re-
gion. But Mr Kazine said Banura

ure who deliberately worked for uni-
ty and development in diversity.

Mr Christopher Nkalu, the Kikuube
District speaker,acknowledged that,in

his entire political career, Banura never |

wanted to associate with people who
promote tribalism.

“He never entertained trib-
alism. He was quiet, but
very knowledgea-
ble.In all the

elections he participated in, there was
no tribal conflict ”

He «aid during his five-year term, Ra-
nura focused heavily on laying the insti-
tutional and economie groundwork for
Kikimbe's fatume.

Soma of his achievaments

One of his most notable achievements
was steering the district towand acquir
ing a permanent home. Through lobby-
ing and strategic engagement, Kikuube
secured funding under the Develop-
ment Response to Displacement Im-
pacts Project (DRDIP), under the office
of the Prime Minister,enabling the pur-
chase of land and construction of dis-
trict headquarters.

He also successfully pushed for the es-
tablishment of a district road unit, im-
proving infrastructure planning and
service delivery.

Mr Nkalu said the deceased’s most
passionate cause was tourism, which
saw him vouch for a change in manage-
ment of Bugoma Forest from Nation-
al Forestry Authority (NFA) to Uganda
Wildlife Authority (UWA).

“His heart was in tourism. In Kikuube,
we have Bugoma Forest, which has
been degraded over the years. He pro-
posed that the coundil pass a resolution
to transfer its management, a move we
supported. The President had already

endored it, and we were preparing to
celebrate what would have been a ma-
jor achievement for the distriet,” Mr
Nlkalu stated.

Reyond district politics, Banura
bmught a wealth of experience to pub-
lic service.

He attained a degree in Accounting
from Makerere University, served as a
city councillor at Rampala City Council
(present-day Kampala Capital City Au-
thority/KCCA), and previously worked
in the accounts department of the
Uganda Peoples’ Defence Forces Air
Force.

In the 2026 General Election, he reaf-
firmed his political strength, winning
both the NRM primaries and the gen-
eral election with 37,455 votes, defeat-
ing his closest challenger, National Uni-
ty Platform's Phenekasi Timanyire, who

BRIEF RIOGRAPHY

Peter Banura Araali (pictured)
was the third-born of a family of
10 siblings.

He was born on May 10,1977 at
Nsambya Hospital in Kampala.

He grew up in Kampala and
Hoima. With a strong Catholic
background, Banura was confir-
medinlate 1980’s at

Christ the King Cathedral.

He attended Buganda Road
Primary School, Namilyango
:College Senior Secondary Sch-
ool and Makerere University
where he majored in Business
Administration at the undergra-
duate level.

He worked in the accounts de-
partment of the UPDF Air Force,
served as a councillor in Kam-
pala City Council (present-day
Kampala Capital City A

before becoming the first LCS
chairperson of Kikuube District
after emerging winner in the
2021 General Election. He was
elected on the ruling National
Resistance Movement (NRM)
party ticket.

Inthe 2026 General Election,
Banurawas re-elected on the
NRM ticket. He garnered 37,455
votes while his closest challen-
ger (Phenekasi Timanyire of Na-
tional Unity Platform) got 6,230
votes, a margin of 31,225
votes.

Banura, whowas
adevoted Catho-
lic, married Mable

Ajunain October
2010.

Heis survived
by awife and
three children

aged11to18.
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who knew him.”

garnered 6,230 votes.

“Asadistrict,we are planning aspeciy|
council sitting to honour his servica -
Mr Nkalu said.

He added:“He has been a pillar in en.
suring better services and guiding tha
district toward progress.”

Nationalleaders mourn Banura

The Speaker of Parliament Anit,
Among, via her X handle, said: “Ara,.
li Peter Banura, a young, inspiring, anq
dedicated leader whom many of ys
relied on for guidance not only ir-%
kuube but across the Bunyoro Su[~ j
gion. Araali was a keen mobiliser com.
mitted toimproving the lives of his peo-
ple—a remarkable life tragically cy;
short”

“My deepest sympathies 20 out to oy
elder Maj Gen Matayo Kyaligonza, the
bereaved family, the people of Kikuuhe
and Bunyoro, and all who knew him_
May God comfort us all and grant hjg
soul eternal peace,’she added.

On his X handle, Dr Ruhakana Rugun.
da, a former prime minister, said: “{o
was a young leader of remarkable fora.
sight and immense potential, whose
vision and energy inspired not only
the youth but many Ugandans across
the country. His dedication to service
and his promise of greater leadership
marked him as a rising national—angd
indeed pan-African—asset. His pre-
mature departure is a profound loss to
your family and to the nation at large *

Burial programme

According to the tentative pro-
gramme, a requiem Mass was held yes-
terday at Christ the King Church in
Kampala, followed by a vigil at the fami-
ly home in Kitiko Village, Kigo.

His body will today be taken to Ki-
kuube District Council headquarters
at 10am for a special council sitting, be-
fore a vigil is held at his ancestral home
in Buhimba,Kikuube District.

He will be buried tomorrow in Buhim-
ba.
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