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Mengo raises red flag over Sovereignty Bill, calls for key amendmenis

BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

KAMPALA. Buganda Kingdom has
petitioned the Attorney General. rais-
ing concerns over the draft Protection
of Sovereignty Bill. 2026, warning that
its current provisions could undermine
constitutional freedoms, disrupt devel-
opment programmes, and strain Ugan-
dasinvestment climate.

In a submission dated April 13. the
kingdom’s attormey general. Mr Christo-
pher Bwanika, said while Buganda sup-
ports efforts to safeguard national sover-
eignty,some provisions risk harming the
constitutional mandate of cultural inst-
tutions and the broader national inter-
est.“Our wish is to assist the government
and Parliament in refining this legisla-
ton so that it truly serves its stated ob-
Jject. .. without harming the welfare of
Ugandans,”Mr Bwanika wrote.

Heemphasised that the kingdom’s po-
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FDD. remittances.and donor fimding.

sition is not political opposition but a
contribution grounded in partnership
with the government.

“These submissions are not partisan
in nature.. . Buganda regards itself as a
partner of government in national de-
velopment.“the letter states.

Mr Bwanika guestioned the Bill's broad
definition of a“foreigner~and “agent of a
foreigner”arguing it risks misclassifying
Ugandans in the diaspora and cultural
institutions.

“A Ugandan residing abroad does not
lose citizenship. . .contributions to init-
atives like the Kabaka Birthday Run and
Oluwalo Lwaffe could be unfairly treat-
ed as foreign interference. he said.

The kingdom also warned that do-
nor-funded programmes supported by
organisations such as UNAIDS, UNESCO,
and USATID could wrongly label Bugan-
da as an agent of foreigners.

“To designate family members as
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freedom of expression.

- Chrlstopher Bwamka kingdom

attorney general
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Mr Bwanika said, urging Parliament to
clearly distinguish between harmful for-
eign interference and lawful civic advo-
cacy.

Mr Bwanika singled out Clause 13 on
economic sabotage as overly vague and
punitive, noting it could penalise indi-
viduals for expressing critical econom-

. icopinions.

agents of foreigners is a profound injus-

tice.,"the submission reads.

that clauses in the Bill could criminalise

legitimate public engagement on policy
matters.

“Any engagement on land rights, |
health, or education-could be interpret- |

“A kingdom official raising concerns
about a government project could be
prosecuted... penalties of up to Shs2
billion or 20 years in prison are exces-

al guarantees on freedom of expression,”

- hesaid.
Buganda Kingdom further warned |
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On financial provisions, Buganda de- |

scribed the Shs400 million threshold for

foreign funding approvals as unrealistic, |
arguing it could cripple its multi-sector

development programmes in health,ed-
ucation,andagriculture.

ed as influencing government: pohcy” - The kingdom also criticised the re-

| eigners”could “cripple operatione
| stitutions such as the Kabaly

| tion and the Nnaabaof‘ro
' sive and inconsistent with constitution-
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qmrement for public diselng,,. a
ing sources, saying it violates
“Many diaspora contrip, Ors o
| of cultural obligation. . pubjie ;. Biv "'mr
| may deter this support “the Clos
| notes,proposing confider i,
instead.
Buganda Kingdorm furthe
that mandatory registratin
ments for entities deemed«;
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| in attracting foreign i mves“'ne*nt
. “This appears to be a policy Teversa), |
i and will scare away potential inv

. trieswithlessrestrictive regimes.
“The damage caused may o
intended benefits”he added.
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