
PAILY MONITOR | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26,2026 

www.monitor.co.ug 

Govt gifts 
Label. The Tusker 
Lite Rwenzori Mara- 
thon has been awarded 
World Athletics Label 
Road Race status, be- 
coming the first mar- 
athon in Uganda and 
only the third in East 
Africa to earn the pres- 
tigious international 
recognition. 
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'he Tusker Lite Rwenzori Mar- 
athon is now one of the ma- 
jor events to tick on the Uganda 
sportscalendar every year. 

ince its inception in 2022, the annu- 
alevent has steadily grown every other 
year and seems to have something new 

‘Thefifth edition of the marathon was 
launched Tuesday evening at Sheraton 
HotelinKampala and attracted some of 
thebigshotsin government. 
In the presence of Deputy Speaker of _ 

Parliament Thomas Tayebwa, who was 
the chief cuest, Peter Ogwang, the state 
‘minister for sports,committed themin- 
istry's support for the event. 
Ogwang revealed a Shs3.5b contribu- 
tion from the Ministry to the organizers 
off ithon. 

our people have travelled 
abroad to run major marathons. But 
elite runners from abroad were not 
comingtous. Weare changing that,"Og- 
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‘Shared vision. The launch of the fifth edition of the annual Tusker Lite Rwenzori Marathon was graced by the deputy speaker of pariiament Thomas Taysbwa, 
ministers, official from various mi 
wangtold the gathering. 
He added: “Last year, the Ministry of 

‘Tourism stepped forward to support 
this marathon. This year, the Ministry 
of Sports s stepping in. We are commit- 
ting US$1m (about Shs3,6b)to support 
the Tusker Lite Rwenzori Marathon.” 
‘Tayebwa also pledged his support for 
the event, confirming that he would 
bein Kasese for the fifth edition with a 
team from Parliament of Uganda. 
“The Tusker Lite Rwenzori Marathon 

has built something special. We have 
taken notice and we are ready to sup- 
port.It will be reflected in the nation- 
albudget,"Tayebwasaid in his remarks. 
He added: “Parliament will send a 
team to participate — and I will lead it 
‘myself.Iam pleased to congratulatethe 
organisers onachieving World Athletics 
O 

Label status.See youin Kasese” 
One of the major highlights from the 

launchwas therevelation that the mar. 
athon had become the first event in 
Uganda to be awarded World Athletics 
Label Road Race status. 
Itis the first of a kind in Uganda and 

only the third one in East Africa to re- 
ceive the prestigious international 
designation. 
‘World Athletics Label Road Races are 

recognised as among the leading road 
races globally 
‘The designation confirms that the 

event meets stringent internation- 
al standards, including AIMS-ce-tified 
course measurement, full eleccronic 
timing,closed roads, and the hosting of 
aninternational eite fleld. 
‘The marathon, which takes place an- 

nually in Kasese, begins at the equator 
inside Queen Elizabeth National Park 
‘before finishing in the foothills of the 
Rwenzori Mountains. 
“This recognition affirms what we 

‘have been building since 2022: A race 
that meets global standards while re- 
‘maining truly Ugandan,” said Amos 
‘Wekesa, Team Lead of the Tusker Lite 
Rwenzori Marathon. 
‘The Label status further strengthens 

the marathon’s standing as an official 
qualifier for major international races, 
including the Two Oceans Marathon 
and the Comrades Marathon, and po- 
sitions Uganda as a serious destination 
for global sport tourism. 
“Kasese has changed. It has become 

‘more vibrant, more prosperous, and 
safer. More importantly; events like the 

istries, diplomats A-listers from corporate Uganda, runners, walkers, entertainers and ordinary folks. PHOTO/COURTESY 
‘Tusker Lite Rwenzori Marathon have 
increased both international and do- 
mestic tourism,” Martin Mugarra, State 
Minister for Tourism, said. 
Catherine Neungu Marketing & Inno- 

vations Director at Uganda Brerweries 
Limited, revealed that as title sponsors, 
‘Tusker Lite continues td champion ac- 
tive, balanced, and vibrant lifestyles. 
She said: “We're proud of the impact 

the marathon has created. We have 
‘boosted the economy of Kasese and the 
surrounding areas, elevated tourism 
in the Rwenzori region, championed 
healthy living, supported talent devel- 
opment, and strengthened environ- 
mental conservation efforts 
‘The 2026 edition of the Marathon will 

take place on August 22,2026, in Kasese, 
Uganda. 
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