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Moses of Israel, Egypt: A revolutionary 

who refused his son to take power 
ip,sip...aaah! My porridge tastes great 
today! Just here pondering myster- 
ies: How does a revolutionary success- 
fully command arevolution,lead ana- 

tion, and then hand over power, peacefully,to 
aman from another tribe,as though he hasno 
son to take power? How does a revolutionary 
lead,and you never see his wife anywhere in 
the echelons of power? How does a revolution- 
ary keep his family out of matters of State and 
welcome, at his side, people who have no idea 
thesacrifice he made and the price he paid to 
get to where he is? How does a liberator deliver 
anation from oppression,and he never prais- 
es himself;even once? How does aleader deliv- 
eraset of laws and then enforce them without 
fear or favour,and does not amend them to suit 
his selfish ends? 
Sip,sip! The Bible talks broadly of two saviours. 

‘The first was Moses,who delivered Israel from 
captivity in Egypt. The second was Jesus, who, 
theologicallyis a Greater Moses,called to liber- 
ate humanity from the bondage of sin and eter- 
nal damnation. Each was a revolutionary in 
their ownright. ® 
‘The two men shared lots in common: as ba- 

bies,one wasin a basket, the other,a manger. 
Both survived a genocide ordered by rulers, tar- 
geting Hebrew baby boys. Both spent time in 
exile.Both fasted 40 days.Both spent time in 
Egypt.One delivered the Old Testament, the 
other delivered the New Testament. The listis 
long.Sip,sip! 
But one stark difference is that Jesus never 
touched a woman and had no children. Which 
is why we'll focus on just Mr Moses. Neither per- 
fectnor flawless. He stammered. Often rash and 
impetuous,and,in his zealous one-man revolu- 
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The tragedy of revolu- 
tions is that they often 
begin as an exodus and 
end as a return journey. 
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Israelite. And he got broken by 40 years in ex- 
ile,an eternity of time during which he,no 
doubt, suffered the trauma of the seeming- 
ly broken dream - arevolution gone wrong, 
and which ended at the very beginning. Un- 
til the Lord showed up and caused him tore- 
‘turn to Egypt, to complete the revolution, 
yes,butin adifferent way and nolongerin 
his own strength. Sip, sip!! 
On two occasions—during the“Calf-gate” 
and“Spy-gate”scandals—the rebellion of the- 
Israelites annoyed the Lord somuch,He told 
Moses He was going to destroy the entire Is- 
rael and make him and his family a great na- 
tion.Moses told God He — the Lord —would 
donothing of the sort. He turned the offer 
down.He put Israel first. He told God to de- 
stroy him instead. God relented. Moses kept 
his family in the background. His brother, 
Aaron the priest,and Miriam the prophetess 
‘were appointed by God - not Moses.Ms Mo- 
ses(Zipporah) and her sons Gershom and 
Eliezer disappear just 18 chapters intothe 
Exodus. Younever hear of them again. Scrip- 
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ture’s silence around Moses'sons i in itself 
asermon: Israel was not Moses'family en- 
terprise. - 
‘The mark of a true liberator and genuine 

revolutionary is not how fiercely he fights to 
seize power. It is how willingly he refuses to 
personalise it. Because nations begin to de- 
cay when leaders conclude:“Tam the State. 
My family is the future. My household is the 
nation.” 
Aliberator becomes dangerous the day 

he starts treating a country not as a people 
toserve but as an inheritance to preserve. 
Moses stood at that crossroads and walked 
away.Moses refused to replace Israel with 
his family False Moseses gradually replace 
thenation with themselves,and when that 
begins to happen, suddenly, the Promised 
Land begins toresemble Egypt. The people, 
groaning under oppression, feel caged, en- 
slaved,and helpless all over again. Sip,sip!! 
The tragedy of revolutions is that they of- 

tenbegin as an exodus and end as areturn 
journey ToEgypt. 

Israel cried under Pharaoh and prayed 
for deliverance. A nation may feel really op- 
pressed and endure years of turbulence. 
‘They cry out for arescuer. Then along comes 
aMoses. Or so people think. 
But history has a cruel, twisted,and bizarre 

sense of humour: sometimes the man who 
parts the sea becomes the man who builds 
another Egypt. History shows that some- 
times yesterday’s Moses can become tomor- 
row’s Pharaoh. 
Sip,sip...aaah! I want another cup! 

Mr Tegulle is an advocate of the High Court 
of Uganda | gtegulle@gmail.com 

tered at the GPO as a newspaper 

(8 CamScanner


