erau cauea upon all political actors
and their supporters to resolve any
disputes that might arise in an atmo-

sphere of peace, through established
legal procedures.”

Lauauss vatwuay ueclared

winner with 60.8 per cent poll victory

with his main challenger FDC’s Kizza °

Besigye receiving 35 per cent of the
vote, :

However, FDC insists Dr Besigye

,,,,,,, o Ol UG parwy
headquarters in Najjanankumbi.

Ms Pouilly:put specific emphasis
on the repeated arrest of Dr Besigye,
who since last week has been arrested
and detained at least nine times. She
also expressed concern about former

e ey ~avmagy

1ast Thursday’s polls as having fallen
“short of democratic principles.”
“The government of Botswana re-
mains deeply concerned that such
conduct during an election would
have deeply undermined the norms
of best practice governing demo-
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Dr Kizza Besigye being arrested by Police on Tuesday. PHoTO BY ABUBAKER LUBOWA

Besigye misses LCS election

BY ERIASA MUKIIBI SSERUNJOGI =
emukiibi@ug.nationmedia.com

‘KAMPALA. Dr Kizza Besigye was
yesterday unable to enjoy his con-
stitutional right to vote, failing to
participate in the local government

. elections in his native district of Ru-

kungiri because of the police siege -
at his horme in Kasangati near Kam-
pala. 3 el 5 . 7%
The presidential candidate of the.
Forum for Democratic €hange (FDC)
party in the February 18 election has
been inand out of police cells atleast
five times since election day with the

police driving him to and from his
home. He is not allowed to go any-
where on his own. “Iam not only un-
able to go to vote,” Dr Besigye told
Daily Monitor in a telephone inter-

. view yesterday, “I am unable to do

anything,” he added. -

The four-time presidential candi-
date and his party have rejected the
results of the presidential election as
a sham, noting that the process was
riddled with pre-ticked ballots and
the stuffing of ballot boxes in Presi-
dent Museveni’s favour and that the
final results were manipulated to

disfavour Dr Besigye.

Dr Besigye referred to the police’s
restrictions placed upon him with-
out preferring any charge as “impu-
nity”, saying that his lawyers would
challenge it in court. ;

“To show you the impunity with
which this regime acts, there is even
acourt order against besieging me at
home,” Dr Besigye said, referring to
an order issued by the Magistrate’s
Court in Kasangati during the walk-
to-work protests in 2011, barring the
police from continuing to hold Dr Be-
sigye under house arrest.

On the night of Tuesday, Febru-

_ary 23, Dr Besigye was involved ina

stand-off with the police at hishome
when on delivering him at his gate
after 9pm, he entered his car and
said he was headed somewhere. -
The police blocked his vehicle,

throwing metal spikes across the
road. He then threatened to walk to
his destination. Just after midnight,

Dr Besigye, in his words, “decided to - -

call off my effort to go out and came "

" back to sleep”. He was eventually

not allowed to drive to Rukungiri to
vote.: - SR A,

In his first press conference after
the declaration of results, Dr Besigye

hinted on the possibility of challeng- -

toral Commission as the final results .

. ing what was declared by-the Elec- - -

of the election, saying that to do so.

he will need to gather evidence from
Electoral Commission. ;
- He had planned to move to
headquarters of the Electoral Com-,

different places, including from t:her‘

N
af

‘qdamoera’ TE

the

mission on JinjaRoad in Karhpala‘o’nr»',’ Iy
Monday, February 22 for that pur-> .-

pose, but the police arrested himand ;
kept him in the cells until night when -
they dropped him at his gate. .- > -

Inspector General of Police Kale’ —~

Kayihura said Dr Besigye intended
to lead a procession to the Electoral
Commission in breach of the Public
Order Management Act, which he
said requires that the police is given
three days notice in case one wants
tohold a procession. The police chief
also said that Dr Besigye’s proces-
sion would coincide with the begin-
ning of the new school term, which
would .inconvenience parents and
students. st

Police spokesperson Fred Enanga
was unavailable to comment yes-
terday because he did not answer
repeated phone calls. His deputy,
Ms Polly Namaye, said she could
not comment on the issue because
she was upcountry, while Kampala

Metropolitan police spokesperson
Patrick Onyango said he was pre-
occupied with local government
elections and had not followed the
matter. ’
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