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“On armival. * was hating s eve lids,
breathing normally, b was stressed

and could not graze or fiee from fs
predators in the wild” said Masereka

Like # s with humans, Masereka
said stress i grimalc psually mvolves
situations of sumul that are considered
thremening. frustrating or oud of its
control

“In the wild. when ammals are
scared. they respond by flight or fright.”
explamed Masereka

“The unfortunate kob could not
protect itsell with am vigorous activity.
As the flight response could not work.
the ammal became distressed in
the zoned off secion of the park. To
minimuse its stress levels, shock from
firs1 trave! by lorry and imteraction with
human bemgs, we had to humanely
put it out of is pain. It was the best
UWA could do,” he added

The kob 1x significant 1o Uganda
because not only 18 1t a tounst attraction,
but also appears on the Uganda Court
of Arms supporung 2 shield on the left
and the crested cane on the night.

Both Masercka and Dnaru disclosed
that the rest of the translocated animals
were coping well.

The process

In Murchison Falls, UWA trucks loaded
with rangers, vetennary doctors and
journabists set up a V-shaped curain 1o
trzp the swift kob. On the first chase,
which mmvolved hooting, clapping
and screaming, only six of them were

caught.

“We got better by the day as the next
day 26 were caught” said Dridru
“We 100k their blood samples before
tranguilbsing them to reduce their
awareness of being in a strange place
while 1n wansit The blood samples
are for keeping wack of their health
1o monitor how they cope in the new
location.”

By day four of the translocation
exerdise, which lasted a week, the team
czught 35 and the number finally rose
10 60. But in the process, a one Oswald
Tumeya’s hand was bruised. Another
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0f the 110 Daanda Kob which were refocated to Kidepo park in Mqv,nnlymchmdii

How relocated Kob is coping

Kobs grazing In Kidepo

The Uganda Kob

is significant to
Ugandans because
itappearsonthe
Uganda Courtof
Arms

ranger’s shoulder blades were used as
a ladder by a frightened kob to jump
over the six-foot curtain,

A veterinary doctor, Enc Enyeri, said
like the old adage, a frightened animal
will do anything to survive.

“The population of kobs in Murchison
Falls had peaked 30,000,” said Enyeri.
“The relocation 10 Kidepo gives them
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more space and reintroduces them to
areas where they are almost extinct,”
e says.
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Arrival

On arrival, the animals flew like bats
from trucks into different directions.
The next day, they were seen
regrouping in five 10 10 for security
and marking territory. Some males in
a cluster periodically locked horns in a
baule to dominate.

“The good news is that three of
the ones translocated have since
reproduced,” says Masereka.

_"And the lile ones are doing fine
in the park. They love to graze in
low grass to be able 10 see potental
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Lions in Kidepo. Some young Kob saw the lions for the first time

predators and flee for dear life.”

Talking about the new ammivals
the UWA tourism manager, Steven
Nyadru, was beaming with satisfaction,
saying= tourists destined there now
have an additon of kob to the usual
herds of buffalos, elephants, giraffes,
lions and zebras.

“They are a common site during the
safan dnve,” said Nyadru.

“Stories are told of how the kob
had lions staring at them instead of
hunting them. The linle kobs had
never seen lions, so they did not run
when they encountered them. And
because a lion dines after a chase —
they were hesitant when engaged in a
staring contest,” he said.

in Kidepo Valley National Park

crushing each other and shoving harg’
Some hit the rear side when in comby,
mode.

Coping

Untl the translocation to Kidepo, the
Kob was common in western Ugand;_
but far less common now In other
areas. They stll range across syp-
Saharan Africa. They _pnfzr low-)ymg
flat land or gently rolling country, fre.
of seasonal exwemes and close 1,
permanent waler sources.

While in northeastern Uganda, they
are expected to compete for Srazing
land because they happen 10 prefe;
favourable conditions for farming ang
they find in competition
with humans who are using the lang
for agnculrure and development.

In their new home, they are living
in herds and are inactive when th,
day is hot. Summing up the necessity
of wranslocation, the UWA executive
director, Andrew Seguya, says it has
been a successful exercise 1o balance
the eco-system.

“Every animal has its role in the
wilderness,” Seguya says.

“For example, giraffes and elephangs
clear the thickets 10 enable grazers
access the fresh and low grass. Ly
Mburo National Park is overwhelmeg
by lllle :?cia u?:d because there are
no elephants 1o on them,”
explains = Segya
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