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INDIA. A 10-vear-old girlwhois preg-
nantand has been denied anabortion. is
at the centre of a media storm in India.

“We have seen lots of cases of teen-
age pregnancies involving 14 to 15-
vear-olds, but this is the first ever case
that I have seen of a 10-year-old,” said
Mahavir Singh. of the Chandigarh State
Legal Services Authority.

Wi Singh has been involved in a case
which has shocked Chandigarh and the
rest of India, that of a 10-year-old girl
who became pregnant after allegedly
being repeatedly raped by a relative.
That relative is now in jail. pending

trial.

The girl in question has been de-
scribed as a happy child who smiles
easily. She is a class six student.

On July 28, India’s Supreme Court
rejected a petition filed on her behalf
to allow her to abort, on the grounds
that at 32 weeks. she is too far into her
pregmancy.

R doctors’ panel had advised the
court that a termination at this stage
would be “too risky” for the girl, and
that the foetus was “doing well”.

Indian law does not allow termina-
Hons after 20 weeks unless doctors
certify that the mother’s life is in dan-
ger. Butinrecent years, the courts have
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received several petitions, many from
child rape survivors, seeking to termi-
nate pregnancies after 20 weeks. Tn
most cases, these pregnancies are dis-
covered late because the children are
not aware of their condition.

In the case of this 10-year-old too, the
pregnancy was discoverad only three
weeks ago when she complained of pain
in her lower abdomen. Someone who
interacts withthe girl onaregular basis
says: “She’s very innocent and has no
ideawhat’s happened to her.”

Her parents also missed the teiltale
signs, perhaps because she’s “a healthy,
chubby child. The child has still not been
told about herpregnancy and, for those
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has growm up outside her home. “She
?'mghf not understand the exact prob-
lem, the gravity of the sit m‘rm but I
think she has an idea now,” a senior of-
ficial said.

Her parents are struggling to deal
with the situation.

Policewoman Pratibha Kumari. who
has investigated the case, describes
them as a “very nice family, who are so
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simple that they didn’t even realise whar
this man was doing to their daughter”.
he says, are understand-
/hat has made their
situation worse is that, ever since the
news of the rape and pregnancy hit the
hearllines, they have been hounded oy
jourmalists.

“IWhen the girl’s father came to see
me, he told me his biggest problem
was the press. He said there were
reporters outside his home all the
time,” Neil Roberts, chair of the Child
Welfare Committee, told the BBC.

The media attention has meant the
girl is likely to get the best medical
care and is entitled to claim finan-
cial compensation from the govern-
ment.

But the unwanted publicity is caus-
ing the family immense grief.

The parents,

ably distraught.
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