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Uganda's electricity sector is sizzling
}\'ith growth, with export earnings jump-
Ing 34 percent to $72m (Shs267b) in a re-
markable display of the country’s power
Potential.

According to the Bank of Uganda's lat-
est report, the cumulative period be-
tween March 2025 and February 2026,
saw a surge from the same period the
Previous year;when the country’s export
receipts were $48m (Shs177billion).

‘This growth was largely driven by asig-
nificant boost in electricity exports, with
735,826 MWh sold to neighbouring coun-
gs in the period in review, up from

1235 MWh the previous year.

According Engineer Ziria Tibalwa
Waako, chief executive officer of the Elec-
tricity Regulatory Authority (ERA),“The
objective was to provide adequate, effi-
clent, reliable, and least-cost power sup-
Py to meet the country’s development
demands as well as scale-up rural and
peri-urban access to electricity”

Surplusenergy

The surplus energy is being export-
ed to neighbouring countries, including
Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo.

Waako in an interview with this news-
Paper noted that Uganda has an ex-
tremely competitive off-peak industrial
tariff, making it a cost-effective manufac-
“turing hub in the region.

The completion of the 600MW Karu-
ma Hydropower dam has catapulted
¥ 's installed capacity to 2,048 meg-
awatts,leaving a surplus of 1,063 mega-
Wwatts.

Because of this,Ugandais poised tojoin
the Eastern Africa Power Pool (EAPP),a
regional electricity market that will en-
able countries to trade power as a com-
modity. Eng. Waako highlights that the
EAPP will improve efficiency, reduce op-
erational costs, and integrate renewable
energy sources. The launch of the com-

The surplus energy is being exported to neighbouring Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania,and theDemocratic Republic of Congo.
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petitive regional electricity market is
expected to strengthen cross-border
trade and foster sustainable energy

Experts attribute the surge to in-
creased generation capacity, position-
ing Uganda as a rising star in the re-
gional energy market.

Engineer George Mutetweka, chief
operations officer of Uganda Elec-
tricity Generation Company Limit-
ed (UEGCL), in an earlier interaction
with this newspaper noted that elec-
tricity has evolved from a servicetoa
tradable commodity, attracting new
investments.

“The surplus energy presents op-
portunities for industrial growth and
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economic development. Increased ex-
ports are a welcome boost, generating
revenue for development projects and
infrastructure improvement,” Mutetwe-
ka shared.

Uganda's strategic location and abun-
dant renewable energy resources make
it an attractive destination for energy in-
vestments. The country’s electricity sec-
tor is poised for further growth, with po-
tential for increased exports to neigh-
bouring countries.

As Uganda develops its electricity sec-
tor, it attracts investors and creates new
opportunities.

The government is committed to in-
creasing electricity access and promot-
ing renewable energy and initiatives are
underway to improve transmission in-
frastructure and increase generation ca-
pacity.

According to information from govern-
ment, preparation for Uganda to join the
East African Power Pool, are underway.
This pool will enable member countries
to trade power as acommodity.

Asaresult, country’s electricity sector
is expected to continue growing, driven
by increased demand and thus prospec-
tive attraction of new investment into
the sector.

Despite progress, Uganda’s electrifica-
tion rate remains low, with 51.5 percent
access nationwide. Urban areas fare bet-
ter at 76.4 percent, while rural areas lag
at42.4 percent.

According to the Electricity Regulatory
Authority (ERA), the rate of progress re-
quired to reach universal acgess is steep,
but not unprecedented.

Prior to disruptions from the Covid-19
pandemic, electricity access rates im-
proved at 5 percent annually, and clean
cooking rates around 1.5 percent.

ERA says that to reach universal access
to electricity by 2030, over 800,000 house-
holds would need to gain a connection
each yearto2030.

Uganda’s electricity sector is experi-
encing significant growth, with electric-
ity exports surging 34 percent to $72m
(Shs267b).
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