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Apart from a total of

24 464 trees that have
been planted, buffer
zones have been restored
in Obongi’s Palorinya
area, with 26 households
voluntarily relocating.

A totalof ver 22,100 resicents rom |
across four West Nile districts of
ji i i, Zombo and

The Envimmntal Police Unn conducts an opemtlon in PllnroSub eounty. Gulu against Illenl Ioalngnnd

Climate initiative restore:
West Nile s1dets’ hope

Shs2.45m. We repaid our loans and
opened eight acres of maize to help refu-
gees after the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees cut rations,” he

'l‘heglmpabohliltalomlhlﬂamme-

cial charcoal dealers. The project in West Nile is meant to improve forest cover. PHOTO/FILE

nering with Muni on research
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VISIBLE IMPACT

In Adjumani District, pa
inJihwaplﬂd:,eummmiﬂuhmbem
trained in conservation_

pammkhld:ﬂepotamde—bum-
ersetting.

Mr Peter Iya, a community member
minedbymduhmdatbesm»
dmedonmmpormmeofonenma
time to reduce bush burning and cut fire-
ing stoves.

ing
“The stoves use little firewood because
the fire is built on one side and spreads
* quickly unlike the traditional three-stone
fire. This helps conserve the environ-
ment’he says.
Mr lya builds the stoves using locally

' available materials like anthill soil, ba-

nana stems, sap, spear grass and water,

lity and loamln¢ ooordlna-
tor for SEA-WNK project,
says: “We have reached out
t0 22,102 people so far, 58.6

sation has also contributed to a noticea-
bledmpmhnhbummgmthepansh.
mtervem:wmspartofSEAWNK’s

e

nmtedbyh’lmdwf?nka,topan-awm
ness with practical, low-cost solutions
that reduce pressure on forests and im-
prove household livelihoods,

iimple-

|
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the government industrial hub for skill-
Mr Abdul Rahman,another groupmem-
ber; testifies to have abandoned
now rear chickens.I stable;
In Zombo, Mr Abeditho Adrogy,a farm-
er, has planted 1,200 coffee trees and 130
pine and eucalyptus trees after training
: Achievements “We teach farmers to stop bush burning,
Apannomatotalofu,waamesmat use mulching and dig trenches. Now duty
have 1in West Nile . bearers king di
. partnerships with the National Forestry tioninschools andcommunities"he says.
. Authority and the Lutheran World Feder- | Despite all the achievernents, the project
ation Uganda, buffer zones have beenre- = faces a number of challenges along the
sto:edmObongl’sPaJonnyaama.wnth | 'way,among which is leaders lacking suffi-
ily relocating. | cientresources.
Additionally, fish stocks have improved Youth groups need maize hullers, irri-
and drowning incidentshavereduced. = gation equipment and better roads toget .

Thereis also reduced deforestation after
regular compliance monitoring and con-

fiscation of tools from offenders,accord-

ing to Henry Onzimai Look, the Obongi
district natural resources officer.
Policy change in Madi-Okollo, where
the district leadership passed an environ-
mental ordmame isnow bemg mlled out.
The ordi

posal and disease rates.
Uleppi Sub-county outgoing chairper-
son John Adaku says with support from

. RICE WESTNILE, they were able to estab-

lish a garbage site.

“People have moved from the river buff-
er zones, fish production has increased
and thisis a big milestone”he says.

Other beneficiaries under this project
are the youth who have been sensitised

their produce to the market, which are be-
yond their budget. g
Waste: achall

and some wetland users remain stuck and
are seeking compensation for relocation
amid low budget allocations.

Ms Veronica Weirimu, the communica-
tions officer at RICE WESTNILE, says now

and  thefocusis on linking communities to du-
quarta‘lymmmormgofwaste,plasucd]s- i

ty bearers and the private sector.

“We have trained over 200 champions
and created platforms for women and per-
sons with disabilities to advocate for ac-
countability”she says.

As SEA-WNK enters its third year,
stakeholders say the model is working
through pairing awareness with
livelihoods, backed with policy, for
communities to protect what they once
exploited.
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