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: Who is fruslratmg Museveni's 
wetland reclamation campaign? 
Conservationists and 
stakeholders argue that 
despite the presidential 
directives on wetland 
vacation, the occupa- 
tion and degradation 
continues in many parts 

ofthe country. 
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resident Museveni has once again 
announced an ultimatum to all 
wetland encroacherstoleaveand 
banned the continued crop cult- 

vationin wetland areas. 
The May 12,2026 ultimatum made 

during hus swearingn ceremony for 
the 7th electiveterm and welcomed by 
abigsection of conservationists and cli- 
mate change actors s not the first, but 
aseries of repeated ultimatums dating 
backto2015. 

#7In his first public pronouncement 
over the gross wetlands destruction at 
2 function in the greater Luweero in 
2018, Museveni threatened 1o dismiss 

the Chief Administrative Officers (CA- 
03),RDCs,GISO0s and parish chiefs who 
fal toimplement the directive. 
While the National Environment 

Management Authority (Nema), Dis- 
trict Local governments (DLGS) among 
other stakeholders have at several oc- 
casions appeared to act in some areas, 
wwetland destruction continues across 
thecountry. 
‘The construction of permanent struc- 

* tures, brick making,sand-mining and 
farming activities are visible at the 
‘greater River Mayanga water catchment 
areas, Lugogo water drainage, River 
Ssezibwa water catchment areas, Lwa- 
i ana abengewetandareasincen- 

Uganda! ¢ 
‘Mr Matia Livanga Bwanika,the outgo- 
ing Wakiso District chairman says one 
ofthe greatest battles he has foughtun- 
successfully during his reign,isthe en- 
croachment on the wetlands by report- 
edlywell-connected individualsandin- 
‘vestment companies. 
“The wetlands tht are catchment ar- 
eas for the River Mayanja that include: 
Kyengeza, Gobero and Mende were 
turned into farmlands for cabbages, 

‘maize,among other crops due toimpu- 
ity among a section of stakeholders in- 
cluding residents in the respective are- 
as despite our repeated warnings he 
toldthis publication on May 18. 

‘While some farmers heededto callsto 
‘vacate, we saw some investment com- 
panies establishing factories, This de- 
feats the purpose of protecting the wet- 
Jands due to conflict of interest among 
leaders, government entities that li- 
cence investors to do business in wet- 
Iand areas,Mr Bwanika adds. 
1n2018, while officially commission- 

ing the Goodwill Ceramic industries 
at Namunkekera Industrial Park (Li- 
20 Shen) in Nakaseke District, Musev- 
eni directed the immediate vacation of 
eight wetlands in Nakaseke, Luweero 
and Nakasongola areas that had been 
encroached on by sugarcane growers, 
amongothers. 
“The wetlands at Kabeere, Kagembe, 
Wabikokoma, Bulega, Lukumbi, Walu- 
bumba, Ryerezi and Danze have been 
destroyed. We want to safeguard Riv- 
‘er Mayanja water catchment areas and 
the proposed water irrigation project 
on River Danze in Luweero District. The 

RDCs, CAOs, GISOs, DPCS, parish chiefs 
shouldactorrisklosingtheir respective 
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‘positions”he said while commission- 
ingthe Goodwill Ceramic factory in Na- 
kaseke Districtin2018. 
A section of conservationists and 

stakeholders argue that despite the 
lential directives on wetland va- 

cation by encroachers, the occupation 
and continued degradation continues 

WETLAND LOSS 

Statistios at the Ministry of 
Waterand Environment indicate 
that wetland coverage has 
declined from 16,6 percentin 
1994t08.9 percent by 2021, 
Estimates suggostloss of5,000 
1075,000 hectares of wetland 
areas annuallyin Uganda. Major 
drivers towetland destruction 
are rapidindustrialisation, 
agriculture and urban expansion. 
Nema has been runninga 
nationwide wetland restoration 
and eviction campaign tangoting 
encroachers. Restoration 
orders have beenissued for 
degraded of Lwera, Lwiziand 
Lubigiwetlands. 
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inmany parts ofthe country. 
Dr Mesusera Bangwa, a etired veter- 

inary practitioner and resident of San- 
gavVillagein WakisoDistrictsays the on- 
going degradation of the various wet- 
lands in the district is under the watch 
of both the leaders and the concerned 
communities. 
“Some encroachers on these wetlands 

‘have their premises guarded by securi- 
ty personnel and many of them claim 
tohave obtained licences after environ- 
‘ment impact assessments were under- 
taken and confirmed by the relevant 
government departments;"hesays 

‘Dr Mesusera adds that local commu- 
nities are hesitant to vacate wetlands 
becausemany investors remain defiant 
and are protected by sections of the se- 
curity agencies. 
In2024,Nema conducted several evic- 

tions at wetland areas in Sanga, Waki- 
50 District, but by June 2025, fan'mng 
activities including sugarcane 
hadmvmdmumoffllealmsmmhxd 
‘been vacated. 

In some areas, individuals claim to 
own land titles in areas meant to be 
‘wetlands,he says. 
During his inaugural speech on May 

12,2026 at Kololo Ceremonial Grounds 

- 

T 

www.monitor, rwn.y.E 

Mr Museveni identified the Ryer,, 

Mountains, Mount Elgan and 
walRiver water catchment. 
theecological systems requiring i 
protection from environmental dogy 
dation 
“All the rice and potato grovin, 

the swamps must stop. Farming i, 
lands damages the ec 
threatens long:term food sec, 
said. 
‘Museveni instead proposed fist f; 

ingaround the swamps as a mors ., 
tainable and economically viabie 
ey-generating venture I’m'urmmmm, 
while preserving the ecosyster 
“Government has plans to an 

fish farmers to establish fish oy 
Earth-loading equipment vl 
farmers tomake the ponds,"he <31 
But in areas such as River Ssezj,, 

water catchment area, water di- 
vegetable growing and consiric 
of permanent structures b indiy 
alsthat claim to own the land in ;... 
areas have continued in the 

‘years, despite a Nemarled ulti 
vacate. 

1n Kiziika Village, Nazigo Sub-c. 
in Kayunga District,rice-groi 
tinues in sections of the Ssezily 
ter catchment areas. Ms Kab: 
resident of Kiziika village and ; 
ex,claims that farming has 
of the family livelihood for the 1 
years atsections of theswamps in i, 
goSub-county. 
"“We own permanent homes in iz, 

village where the governmen 
tovacate without compensatio: 
is our own land that we bo 
‘possess land purchase agreemer 
have no alternative farming lan: 
says. 
Authorities in Kayunga, hos 

often defeated by the minimal re<c 
envelope and non-compliant in 
alsand investment companies. 
Green Cover Culture Safety Avare: 
(GCSA), a conservationist organis: 
operating in the greater Lusveero 
rict,blames the deteriorating v 
ecosystem on the lack of 2 vib 
vironment enforcement mechanisrn 
respective local governments. 
“We have evidence that some o 

local government authorities in & 

Iutants from industries get channel 
into wetlands. Farming and cons 
tion of permanent structures have cor. 
tinued in wetlands under their tch 
Mr Eddy Katamba, who s attached 1) 
GCSAsays. 
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