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ministry’
2 hnesmdthey notholdthelrprom

er'al schools have been
_holding glamorous prom
—partles with students
arriving in luxury vehi-
cles and wearing expen-
sive outfits.
oormutznmou PAGE21
l!glloblnahxaumgole Kizito, said the
school fllowed the s guide-

lastterm.

£ ww
1gnored the guidelines,” Ms Twesigye

But in an indication that the matter
mnotﬁrmlyconcluded,therearealso
calls for parents and school adminis-
trators to promote affordable and dis-
ciplined school activities that donot ex- |
pose students to unnecessary spending |
and pressure. |

It may explain why the ministry’s per-
manent secretary has not yet taken ac-
tion against schools that avoided the |
ministry’s guidance. |

“We have systems through the Direc- |
torate of Education Standards, they are ‘
the ones whofollow our policies tomake 5
sure that they are being implemented, |
soIamsurétheyarear:tlvemtlgy;);gc
gions,” Ms Turyagyendasaid.

- Schools in the spotlight
over lavish prom parties -

Government
position.

We have systems
through the Direc-
torate of Education
Standards, they are
the ones who follow
our policies to make
sure that they are
being implemented,
so | am sure they
are active in their
regions. “[Where]
institutions violate
the guidelines, the
head teacher will be
held accountable
and there are diffe-
rent ways of holding
them accountable,
depending on the
gravity of the of-
fense,” Ms Kedrace

Turyagyenda,

. the Permanent
Secretary at the
Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sports

A student in Victori-
an-themed fashion

during a prom party.
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“[Where] institutions \nolm
guidelines, the head teacher

Prom parties had become e

the most talked-about trends iy
| ondary schools over the Jas
 years. Borrowed largely from
ican lngh-school culture, the ey

celebration before they ‘.
The prom culture is often cal
“sosh” (shortforsoual)orptun

. take photographs, and sometime
| vite musicians or MCs. Some sd
| even organise red-carpet e
| and awards. The trend becames

Schools such as Elite High Sd
' gained national attention in
after students arrived at |
events in helicopters and It
ry vehicles. That sparked de
across the country about mo
ty, class pressure and extravag
By 2025, the Ugandan governm
stepped in.
The Ministry of Education and
introduced strict guidelines i
at controlling what it called excs

tween boys’and glrls’sc_hools watd
mon. But some institutions havwe!
cancelled them entirely and Rﬂ'
them with supervised trips orpé

foliowE governtietitbiidelies
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