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Arua City residents turn 
plastic waste into money 
While many people are 
collecting the plastics to 

sell to recycling facilities 
to make money, it has 

also helped curb pollu- 
tion and makes the city 
look tidy. 

BY FELIX WAROM OKELLO 

streets, sack in hand, collecting : 

searly as 7am, 13 year-old Sam- | ~ 
son Anguyo is already on the 

plastics. 
Anguyo's first tarpet s the bars where 

'he moves from one tothe other looking 
for the plastics discarded by revellers 

before. 
He collects them into sacks and 

sells them at a nearby selling point at 
~ AwindiriCellin Arua Central Division. 

After making his first sale of the day, 
he pauses for a cup of tea at a nearby 
restaurant atabout gam. 
Throughout the day, Anguyo collects 

plastics in the trenches, on roadsides 
=~ andin people’ compounds. 

‘Along the way be is joined by friends 
whoare also in the same trade. He flls 
oneortwosacks before returning home 
for lunch. He then resumes his search 
forplastics and works until Spm. 
Anguyosays hejoined the businessaf- 

ter dropping out of school and friends 
‘who were already collecting and selling 
plastics encouraged him tojoin them. 

® He says in a day he earns aboul 
$hs3s,000 
‘What Anguyo and his friends are do- 

ing s notjus) earning money It is help- 
ingto clean uptheircity. 
By collecting plastizs that would oth- 

enwise be thrown anywhere,they are 
reducing pollution and keeping their 
surroundings dean. 
Like many cities around the country, 
Aruaisstruggling with poor disposal of 
plasticwaste. 

1t is common to find bottles, jerry 

Channelsand evninpeoples homes 
“The plastics are generated from facto- 

ries and used o package diferent prod- 
s 

- Many people do not dispose of pas- ; 
tics properly: This not only makes the 
environment look untidy but also pol- 
lutesit 
Ms Jolly Lenia, a resident of Tanga- 

nyika Ward in Arua City, says: *Plastic 
is everywhere because it s useful. I is 
light,cheap,and durable. But that dura 
bility s also the problem. People donot 
Inow howtodispose ofthem” 
Some plastic waste also ends upin : 

. drainage channels, causing flooding. 
* thatleads oloss o property and lives. 
s Salima Salma, a resident of Oli 

B Cellin Arua Central Division, says: 
“Whenever it rains, you find these plas- 
tics are swept by water from the upper | 
areas to our Jower side. They get stuck 
‘here. We do not know what to do with 

Ms Salma adds: *...50, 
‘plastic bottles and bags before they ean 

by removing | 

‘Somo of the plastics that aro collocted for salo in Arua City. Many of them are collectad from the streets and in homa- 
stoads on outskirts of the city. PHOTO/FELIX OKELLO WAROM 

reach drainage systems, community 
‘eanups help prevent these costly and 
dangerous things.A few hours of collce- 
tion can save days of recovery i also 
dangeroustoburn them.” 
Healthoffocts 
Plastic waste does not only affect the 

environment,it also has serious health 
effects on both peopleand animals. 
Discarded containers can trap rainwa- 

ter,creating small pools that become 
breeding sites for mosquitoes. 

In regions where mosquito-borne 
diseases are a concern, reducing these 
breeding spots can make a real differ- 
ence. 
‘Animals are also negatively affected 
by plasticpoladon Sty aimals o 

litterinsearch of 
food In doing so,they may ingest plas- 

tic fragments, leading to internal inju- 
riesand death. 
Birds can become entangled in plas- 

ticrings or trings.By removing plastics 
from streets, plastic collectors and mu- 
nicipal workers are notjust cleaning up, 
theyare ing urban wildlife. 
Recently, Arua City authorities placed 

garbage bins across the city to foster 
isposal o plastic waste. 

H few people are utilising the 
facl 
The Arua City mayor-elect, Mr Law- 

rence Alionzi,said ensuringa clean and 
safeenvironmentisa priority. 
“We need to clean the town, the 

trenches, and manage waste properly 
s0that people live in'a better environ- 
‘ment. This will be a priority once the 
budgets are well laid out and machin- 
eryis putinplace; he adds. 

er districts across the West Nile Sub-re- 
gon. 
In the neighbouring Terego District,a 
resident of Katini Trading Centre Ms 
Sally Candiru,says:“Many peoplein the 
city prefer to drink water from sachets 
or plastic bottles. Most of these plastics 
are discarded on the street,which clog 
up drains and consequently increase 
the risk of destructive flooding during 
the rainy season.” 
“Thessituation is now left in the hands 

of the good Samaritans, who are now : 
collecting the plasties or recycling in 
factories. 
One of the companies that have : 

stepped up to address the challenge is 
EwuataComposite,a gurbage collection : 
centre thatis helping to manage plastic 
wastein Arua City. 

i THEPOLICY IN PLACE 

Accordingtotho National Envi- 
ronment Management Authority 
(Nema), the National Strategy for 
Promoting Plastics Circularityin 
Uganda (2023-2028)is dosignod 
totacklethe growing problom of 
plasticpolution. 
‘The approachfocusos onaci 

culareconomy, encouraging reust 
rocycling and the development o 
more sustainable alternative 
‘The strategy sets clear goals to 

reduce plastic waste, improve ro- 
cycling systems, and raise public 
awareness. 

Italso promotes partnerships 
between government, privato sec- 
tor players and communities to e 
sure the planis effectively imple- 
mented. 
1n2024, during presentation of 

Plastic Waste Management Strate- 
2y Document, the Chairman of tho 
Board of Directors of Nema, Prof 

+ James Okot-Okumu, said: *Cabinet 
rocently approved tho 10-Year Ac- 
tion Plan for Restoration of the En- 
vironment and Natural Resources. 
(2021-2031), whichis a bluoprint 
for the holistic restoration of the 
onvironment across the nation.” 
Hoadded: “Togother, we can 

makeasignificant differenceinthe 
Journey towards a circular eco- 
nomy for plastics. We welcome the 
collaboration botwoen Nomaand 
Uganda Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, toestablish an Extonded Pro- 
ducer Responsibility Scheme for 
Uganda, first targoting the beve- 
ragosindustry” 
Hoaddod that protacting the en- 

vironment s a shared responsibi- 
y. 
He called on all stakeholders and 

citizens to work with Nema to en- 
sureplastics are reused and recyc 
led more efficiantly,for a hoalthier 
environmont. 
Ugandaalsocommissioneda i environment. 

study with support from UNEP, 
which found that the country pro- 
duced about 12,330 tonnes of re- 
cycled polyethylene between 2018 
and 2021, 
Estimates further showed that 

production could increase by 91 
percent botwoen 2022 and 2025, 
evenifimport levels remain the 
same. 
According toNema's analysis, 

plastics make up about 4 percent 
fUganda's total waste. Of this, 42 

percentis not properly disposed 
f. Around 10 percent ends up in 
water bodies, while 20 percent is 
ither eft onland or burned. 
Asamember state, Ugandais 

alsoworking towards achieving the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and their 169 targets. The 
urrent strategy on plastic waste 
managementis alignedwith these 
goals and s expected to contribute 
toacleanerand more sustainablo 

: Economicimpact 

 canbe recycled, transio; 

 recycling centres, they tur 

 costs Shs500.In the past these: 
i aformof income"Ms Chary 

M Godiey Onythf 
e they recet 

|l:l|v| aily and 200 tonn: 

<3010 10 pere 

e says, adding that they 
they control the temperatiire and 
tre content of the wraste: 
“When waste is brouzht he 

aged,can be dangeros 
the environment,”he sy 
“Wastes generate a lot of zr 

gases like carbon di 

water into the env 
misedd"he adds 

they also control t) 
burning of plastics, which e 
monoxide and carbon dioide thar 
fectthe limate and human life 

: Howiteanbo managed 
An environmentalist in Adjurn, 
District, Mr William Amanz: 
“We need to review our pol 
ments on plastic production 
tion and disposal. That is why 

 ductiondistribution and disposal - 
He adds: “There are grades of 

that we should look into for pac 
 for service delivery, Can we mo 
i from non-biodegradable plast 
duction in this country to degrac 
 plastics? There i a need for tax 

Sirmilar issues have been raised in oth : 2 tion on disposal of plasti 
Mr Amanzuru suggests the. 

cal materials like palrm tr 
the same purposes as plast 
“In every trading centre. 
there are piles of plastics bei 
cause those buying are v 
in every area. With the absen 
ermanagement,the regul 
ducers of plastics get 
dowhat legaltyheadds 
Some cities and town c 3 

ties have introduced designated colle 
tion days or partnered with recycl 
companies to ens: 

reduces the amount of 2a; 
landfills. 

Blastic waste, while a rajor 
also presents an opportus 

toraw materials for new produc: 
‘This has in turn created 

ple like Anzuryo and M. 
collecting and selling 

oncelitterintoa livelihood 
“I collect these plas 

have buyers from Arua Ci 
to buy from us. A kilo of plas 

Back on the streets, the plastic ¢ 
tors and volunteers tie up thei 
sacks The stretch of pavern 
once scattered with bott 
nowlooksclean and open. 
Asthe sun sets, they head home | 

next day, when someone walks 
that same road and chooses to thiiy 
a bottle into a bin instead of on the 
‘ground, the impact of their wor 
onkeeping the environment clean, 

: andshared. 
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