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Arua City residents turn
plastlc wasle into money

While many people are

collecting the plastics to

sellto recycling facilities
to make money, it has
also helped curb pollu-
tion and makes the city
look tidy.
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searly as 7am, 13-year-old $am- ; ~
son Anguyo is already on the :
streets, sack in hand, collecting

plastics,

Anguyo's first tarpet is the bars where
he moves from one to the other looking
for the plastics discarded by revellers :

the night before.

He collects them into sacks and :
sells them at a nearby selling point at :
»~ Awindiri Cell in Arua Central Division.

After making his first sale of the day, :
he pauses for a cup of tea at a nearby :

restaurant at about 9am.

= andin people’s compounds.

Along the way,he is joined by friends
¢ dlean-ups help prevent these costly and
: dangerous things. A few hours of collec-
! tion can save days of recovery. It is also
i ¢ dangerous toburn them.”
o says he joined the busi af- :
Anguyosays he business E N
who were already collecting and selling :

who are also in the same trade. Hefills
one or two sacks before returning home
for lunch. He then resumes his search
for plastics and works until 8pm.

ter dropping out of school and friends
plastics encouraged him to join them.
He says in a day he earns about
§hs35,000.
What Anguyo and his frends are do-

ing to clean up their city.

surroundings clean.
Like many cities around the country,

Aruaisstruggling with poordisposal of : ten
: food. In doing so,they may ingest plas-

It is common to find bottles, jerry :
cans, buckets, baskets and water con- :
tainers scattered on streets, in drainage :

plastic waste.

stoads on outskirts of the city, PHOTO/FELIX OKELLO WAROM

reach drainage systems, community

Plastic waste does not only affect the
: environment,it also has serious health :
: effectson both people and animals.
:  Discarded containers can trap rainwa-
: ter, creating small poo]s that become :
ing is not jus{ earning money. It is help- :

" a4

g sites form

i In rr:gmns whcrc mosqullo -borne :

By collecting plastizs that would oth- : discases
erwise be thrown anywhere, they are :
reducing pollution and keeping their :
Animals are also negatively affected
: by plastic pollution. Stray animals of-
litterin search of :
¢ eryis put in place,"he adds.

are a concern, reducing these

cnece.

rummage

: proper disposal te. :
However, few people are utilising the :
: therainy season.” :

The situation is now left in the hands :
of the good Samaritans, who are now :
¢ collecting the plastics for recycling in :
“We need to clean the town, the :
: trenches, and manage waste pmperly
: 50 that people live in a better environ-
: ment. This will be a priority once the :

{ tic fragments, leading to internal inju- ;

ries and death.

Birds can become entangled in plas-
i ticringsorstrings. By removing plastics :
¢ from streets, plastic collectors and mu- :
i nicipal workers arenot just cleaning up, :
! they are protecting urban wildlife.

Recently, Arua City authorities placed :
garbage bins across the city to foster :

of plastic waste.

facilities.

The Arua City mayor-elect, Mr Law-
ensuringacleanand :

rence Alionzi,said

: safeenvironment is a priority.
breeding spots can make a real differ- :

budgets are well laid out and machin-

4 : that we should look into for pa
* for service delivery Can we m
: from non-biodegradable plast
- duction in this country to d
i plastics? There is a need for tax reg)),,

Similar issues have been raised in oth- :
qdisuic!sauussmeWstNi]eSubm :

Throughout the day, Anguyo collects Some of the plastics that are collected for sale in Arua City. Many of them ara collected from the streets and in home-

plastics in the trenches, on roadsides :

or plastic bottles. Most of these plastics

the risk of destructive flooding during

factories.

THE POLICY IN PI.ACE

- James Okot-Okumu, said: "Cabinet :
: which found that the country pro-

channels,and even in people'shomes. “****: recently approved the 10-Year Ac-
The plastics are generated from facto- : Mcordlngtnthe Nntlonal Envi- | tionPlanforRestoration ofthe En- :
ries and used to package different prod- :  ronment Management Authority  : vironment and Natural Resources
ucts. . (Nema), the National Strategyfor : (2021-2031), whichis a blueprint
~ Many people do not dispose of plas- | Promoting Plastics Circularityin  : for the holistic restoration of the
tics properly. This not only makesthe : Uganda (2023-2028)isdesigned : environment across the nation.”
environment look untidy but alsopol- :  totacklethe growingproblemof : Headded: *Together,wecan
hutes it. :  plasticpollution. : make asignificant differencein the :
Ms Jolly Lenia, a resident of Tanga- ;| Theapproachfocusesonacir-  : journey towards a circular eco- H
nyika Ward in Arua City, says: *Plastic :© culareconomy, encouraging reuse, : nomy for plastics. We welcome the :
is everywhere because it is useful.Itis : recycling, and the development of : collaboration between Nemaand
light, cheap,and durable. But that dura- |  more sustainable alternatives. : Uganda Manufacturers Associa-
bility is also the problem._Pespledonot :  The strategy sets clear goalsto : tion, toestablish an Extended Pro-
know how todispose of them.” ¢ reduce plastic waste, improvere- : ducer Responsibility Scheme for
Some plastic waste also ends up in :  eycling systems, and raise public  : Uganda, first targeting the beve-
+ drainage channels, causing flooding ;" awareness, : ragesindustry”
* that leads to Joss of property and lives.  : Italso promotes partnerships  : Headded that protecting the en-
Ms Salima Salma, a resident of Oli : between government, private sec- : vironment is a shared responsibi-
B Cell in Arua Central Division, says: :  torplayersand communities toen- : lity.
“Whenever it rains, you find these plas- :  surethe planis effectivelyimple- : Hecalled onall stakeholders and :
tics are swept by water fromthe upper |  mented. : citizens to work with Nema toen-
areas to our lower side. They get stuck | In2024, during presentationof : sureplastics are reused and recyc- :
here.We do not know what todo with :  Plastic Waste Management Strate- i led more efficiently, for a healthier
ﬂ::l' ey it ¢ gyDocument, the Cha:‘nmn ofthe | environment.
Salma .50, by removing : Board of Directors of Nema, Prof : U, aalso commissioned a
plasmbm!amdbapbdxemeym "B =g A0 Ty i ou o gu.d " i

study with support from UNEP,
duced about 12,330 tonnes of re-

: cycled polyethylene between 2018
: and 2021.

Estimates further showed that

: production could increase by 91
i percent between 2022 and 2025,

even ifimport levels remain the
same.
According to Nema's analysis,

i plastics make upabout 4 percent

¢ of Uganda’s total waste. Of this, 42
: percentisnot properly disposed

i of. Around 10 percent ends up in

: water bodies, while 20 percent is

: eitherleft onland or burned.

As amember state, Ugandais

; alsoworking towards achieving the
i 17 Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) and their169 targets, The

i current strategy on plastic waste

management is aligned with these

i goals and is expected to contribute
: toacleaner and more sustainable
: environment.

i gases like carbon diozide, meth,,
¢ moisture or water, which eomtribn g,

: climate change. When decomprsin,
¢ controlled, the meleaze of methanes ..
water into the envirmnment ig r,;,

- mised,"he adds

¢ burning of plastics, which emits e,
: monoxide and carbon dioxide tha .,
¢ fect theclimate and human life

: District, Mr William Amanz
: "We need to review our pn
: ments on plastic production
¢ tion and disposal. That is why
4 : people who venture into this
{ : ness find it easy todeal in the s
: There should be a policy on pla:
¢ duction,distribution and dispesal

gion. : cal materials like palm tree
In the neighbouring Terego District,a :
resident of Katrini Trading Centre, Ms @
Sally Candiru, says:*Many peoplein the :
i city prefer to drink water from sachets :
: ineveryarea With the absenc
are discarded on the street, which clog :
: up drains and consequently increase
: dowhatlegally"he adds.

: plastics are property proces
One of the companies that have :
: stepped up to address the challengeis :
Ewuata Composite,a garbage collection :
: centre that is helping tomanage plastic :
i wastein Arua City. :

! also presents an opportur
i can be recycled, transformi
: toraw materials for new produc

: ple like Anguyo and Ms Cha
: collecting and selling the pla
 recycling centres, they turn
: oncelitter intoa livelt: “‘Ou‘

: have buyers from Arua Cit
¢ to buy from us. A kilo of pla:
¢ costs Shs500. In the past, th
: aformofincome.”MsChan

¢ tors and volunteers tie up t
¢ sacks The stretch of pavemn:
: once scattered with bottles
¢ nowlooks clean and open.
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“We make sure that the garbaee sy,
manaped to profect e T e .
he says, adding that they enstire 1),
ey contml the temperattire and me,
ture eontent of the waste

“When waste is bronaght here gy,

* are segregated. The anes that are g
¥ l'1F_'l'l]l11p':ll:1|1|r-, they are in e
o plants. These wastes, if not well m.,

i aged,can be dangerous to health 5,
- theenvimnment,”he says '

Fia

“Wastes generate a lot of green b,

He says they also control the o,

: Howitcanbomanaged

An environmentalist in Adjn

He adds: "There are grades of pl

tion on disposal of plastics.”
Mr Amanzuru suggests the use of |-

5 10 terve

the same purposes as plastics

“In every trading centre i
there are piles of plastics be
cause those buying are well c

er management, the regulator a ot
ducers of plastics get lost on who s+,

Sorne cities and town council aut},
ties have introduced designated ¢
tion days or partnered with
companies to ensure ths

Recycling cleans the
conserves materials, sav
reduces the amount of za
landfills.

: Economicimpact

Plastic waste, whale 2 maj«

This has in turn created job

“I collect these plastics

Back on the streets, the plastic ¢

N

: next day, when someone walks al ng
: that same road and chooses to throw
: abottle into a bin instead of on the
: ground, the impact of their work &
2 un)ceepmg environment clean safe
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