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Students strike paralyses Makerere

By Carol Kacujja and Eddie Seajjoba

The Police yesterday morning fired teargas to
disperse students of Makerere University who
were protesting Increased tuition fees for post
graduate students, They were also protesting
over missing marks, scrapping of meals in halls
of resldence and evening lectures.

They also claimed the university administration
planned to Increase tultion for undergraduate
students. But sources sald the 100 taition
increment will only affect students joining the
university in August,

New fees structure
Last month, the unlversity advertised a new fees
structure for the year 2018/2010,

Post-graduate and  master's  students  will
be required to pay a minimum of sh5m and
doctoral students 1o pay an average of sh7m for
any given programme applied for.

Over the past years, post-graduate students at
Makerere University have been paying tuition
ranging between sh1.7m (for a postgraduate
diploma in education) and sh5.7m.

In spite of the heavy Police deployment at the
campus, students wearing red gowns engaged
in running battles with the Police. The strike
paralysed business at the main university
campus. The sitation calmed down later in
the day. The Police arrested at least six students
including the guild president, Salim Were.

Call to strike

On Sunday, Were called on fellow students to
stage a demonstration over what he called unfair
policies. He posted a video on sodial media.

“It is sad that in the recent past, a number of
policies have been passed or suggested by either
the vice-chancellor or the university council. As
students, we continuc to live as a by-the-way in
a setting where we are the biggest stakeholders.
When will this stop?” Were asked.

He said the university management had never
pronounced itselfl on the recommendations of
the visiting committee, yet they found some
recommendations unjust.

“Tuition fees have drastically increased
without justification, we pay tuition through
hustle yet the services offered are bogus, meals
in the halls of residence have been scrapped in
exchange for peanuts. We want our food and
not just food but quality food. We cannot go
silent when it comes to students rights,” Were
said.

“The new vice-chancellor is a dictator. Ever
since he came in office, he has changed so
many things. If the university is in debts, the
Government should pay for it. This is not a
private university that we are supposed to
pay for everything,” Job Namara, a student of
computing and information science, said.

Namara said the proposed sh4,500 for a
student per day was not enough for a meal.

University responds

After receiving Were's message on social media,
the university issued a statement signed by the
university spokesperson, Ritah Namisango,
calling for calm.

She said the vice-chancellor, Prof. Barnabas
Nawangwe, promised to meet and address
their concerns upon his return from Nairobi on
Wednesday.

“Regarding evening programmes, it is
important to note that they were not scrapped.
This is to reiterate that we will continue
lo conduct evening programmes. We have
already advertised the evening programmes
for the next academic year 2018/2019. On the
issue of student meals for the 2,000 resident
government sponsored students, this matter is
now before Parliament and we have to wait for
their recommendation,” the statement read.

According 1o the statement, the vice-chancellor

requested Were and the guild representative

council to submit a written petition to enable
him consultin orderto give a credible response.
He also appointed a committee to handle all
cases of sexual harassment.
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No communication yet

Speaking to New Vision, a source at the
university said the proposal to increase fees for
undergraduate students had been considered
but no official communication has been made.

In a tweet yesterday, Nawangwe called on
students to stay calm and say no to violence.

“I call upon all Makerereans to stay calm and
go about their studies normally. Issues raised
by a section of the guild leadership have been
explained. There is no cause for a strike which
will disrupt activities of our great university
and endanger opportunities for our graduates.
All issues can be resolved amicably through
negotiation. Say no to violence,” he tweeted.

When contacted yesterday, Namisango said
there had been no increase in the tuition paid by
the undergraduate students.

On the issue of meals, Namisango explained
that when the dean of students conducted a
survey among resident students, 80% of them
requested to receive the money instead of meals.

“This means for the semester, it is sh476,000

“The Police moved to
block students from
leaving their hostels to
go for the demonstration
butmany forcedtheir
Way OUt,” xayima

which is the same amount of money given to
resident government sponsored students.
“However, the proposal to give students money
for feeding was discussed recently in Parliament
and the university management is waiting for its
recommendation,” she added.
Namisango dismissed as false reports that the
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second semester exams had been scrapped.
“This is not true. The examination timetable
was displayed on the respective noticeboards
and students were preparing for the exams
scheduled to start on April 30,” she said.

Police explain

. The Police spokesperson, Emilian Kayima, told .
journalists during yesterday’s hyiefing that the
Police had been engaging student leaders with
a view of stopping the demonstration but they
did not listen.

He said yesterday, the Police moved to block
students from leaving their hostels and halls
to go out for the demonstration as they had
planned but many forced their way out.

Kayima said in the ensuring battles, several
students were arrested and taken to Wandegeya
Police Station, where they were still being
questioned.

Kayima, however, assured residents and the
business community in Wandegeya that the
Police would remain in place to ensure peace.
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