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Bruno Bwambale, Kasese’s icon rests

Mainuka,and Alikangero are credited forpe-

n Sunday, April 26, Bruno Jospeh
Bwambale was called to rest with

the angels.He was 82.

The current generation in Kasese
may ask: but Bruno who? As someone who
grew up in the 1970s and 80s, my answer to
that inquiryis: Bruno Bwambale.In our time,
Bwambale was so big that one didn’t need to
add any explainer. There was only one Bruno
Bwambale. To get a better understanding of
“what”Bruno Bwambale was in Kasese, here
issomecontext.

In 1980, the Rwenzururu Kingdom was sub-

 tlyresponsible for the civil policing of the en-

tire Kasese District and cast a heavy cloud on

- itspolitical life.In the run up to the 1980 Gen-

emlEhamn,elght personalities expressed
interest in running for Kasese’s three parlia-
mentary seats, They were Dr Henry Bwam-
bale (DP, Kasese West); Amon Bazira (UPC,
Kasese West); Peter Kato (DP, Kasese South);
Adam Kisughu (UPC, Kasese North); Dr Cris-
pus Kiyonga (UPM, Kasese North); Jerome
Mbura-Muhindo (DP, Kasese North); Paddy
Kabagambe (UPC, Kasese North) and Victor
Muhindo (DP,Kasese North).

With such a wide field of (aspiring) candi-
dature, Rwenzururu Kingdom stepped in
and ordered thus: 1) all the people of Kas-
ese should vote for UPC candidates of the
kingdom’s choice. 2) The three UPC candi-
dates chosen by the kingdom were Amon Ba-

. zira (Kasese West), Bruno Bwambale (Kasese

South) and Adam Kisughu (Kasese North).
For aman who had not even expressed in-
terest in running for any constituency, Bwam-
bale was chosen by the Rwenzururu King-
dom authorities.In Kasese, of the time, even
a clearly biased Rwenzururu Kingdom could
notignore Bruno Bwamable. That’s how larg-
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er-than-life Bwambale was to the socio-polit-
ical and economic life of Kasese at that time.

But Bwambale being Bwambale (princi-
pled), he declined the overtures from the
kingdom. He would not stand as a UPC can-
didate. After UPC won the elections, Bwam-
bale was removed from his position of sec-
retary manager (CEO) of Nyakatonzi Co-Op-
erative Union. His replacement: a UPC Youth
Winger called Yokas Bihande. The removal
of Bwambale was a scandal. And need I say,
Nyakatonzi Co-operative Union has never re-
covered from the brutal incident.

Bwambale was the secretary manager dur-
ing the time the co-operative movement was
central in the national socio-economic trans-
formation project. As the CEO of Nyakatonzi
(currently one of the two surviving unions in
Uganda), Bwambale was partly responsible
for the good health of Kasese’s social econo-
my,and need I say,even the current districts
of Kitagwenda, Rubirizi and Bunyangabo
where Nyakatonzi ran operations.

In his later years, he was more active in the
Catholic Diocese of Kasese.It should be stat-

ed that Bwambale (and his friends Barozi,
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titioning Bishop Sarapio Magambo of Fort
Port Diocese seeking the creation of Kasese
Catholic Diocese. No wonder Bwambale was
close to Kasese Diocese’s first leader, Bishop
Emeritus Egidio Nkaijanabo.In his memoirs,
Bwambale claims it’s Bishop Egidio who re-
cruited him into supporting Liverpool FC of
England.

In the 1970s and 1980s, Bwambale was al-
ways the go-to person in Kasese. He wasin-
volved in the beginning of almost all the sec-
ondary schools in Kasese. Notable of them
was Saad Memorial Secondary School at
Kiburara.

Bwambale was born on July 15,1944, to
Yowas Bwamvale and Leya Bagheni in Mun-
dongo Village in Bukonzo West. His father
died when he was two years old. He grew up
with his mother until he was adopted by a
one Kibwana. He went to Katholhu Primary
School and Kasanga Primary School, St Aloy-
sius Junior School (in Bunyoro), St Michael’s
Junior School (in Fort Portal) and St Leo’s Col-
lege, Kyegobe.

When the Rwenzururu war intensified, if.
was deemed that a Mukonzo student wo!
not be safe at St Leo’s College. Bwambale an
another Mukonzo student,Lazarus Muhindo,
were smuggled to St Mary’s College, Kisubi,
(SMACK)in Buganda.After SMACK, hejoined
Bukalasa Cooperative College,where he grad-
uated with a higher diploma.

One would not expect any opposition if one
suggested that a road in Kasese Municipality
be named after Bruno Bwambale. RIP Mzee
Bruno.

The writer is the former executive director
of the East African flagpost
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