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Turkana’s
plea to govt

ATurkana pastoralist
grazes cattle In Kotido
District recently. Officlals
from Turkana County In
Kenya have appealed to
the Ugandan government
to allow the Turkana to
continue grazing thelr
animals in Karamoja
despite increased cases
of cattle rustling involving

the armed pastoralists.
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Man held over theft

JINJA: Police in Jinja last Friday
detained a 20-year-old man for allegedly
snatching woman'’s handbag containing
Shs150,000. The suspect, accerding to
the district police commander, Mr Martin
Mbabazi, wes arested at Narambhai
Primary Scheol in Jinja Town where he
repertedly snatched the handbag. Mr

] 2 s s - T forest here to go, addin Mbabazi said they armrived on time to res-
says the 617-acre forest reserve is facing e Jod toithe idjscriminate cuting D sraullasnoune any conflics | ue the suspect whom locals had start-
extinction over indiscriminate cutting of However, in several meetings held THE with NFA. ed beating up, adding that investigations
trees. : atthe weekend, affectedresidentssaid IRIEBPORT Other residents said NFA did not into the matter are onging before taking
theywill notleave as the forest reserve consult them before taking the deci- |  the suspect to court to face charges of
t N ! AnNFA . N theft. [Abubaker Kirund:
[ is their only source of income. encroachment sionandaskedtobegivenatleastone | nda]
BY RICHARD MUZAALE In one of the meetings held at Lu-  gjtyational year toallow themrelocate. They also ‘\
editorial@ug.nationmediacom  muli Primary School and chaired by  report for 2015 asked NFA to issue them with per- |
: Mr Isabirye Kasimu, the residents indicatesthatby  mits, allowing them to plant trees as ‘ Suspect survives lynching
JINJA. More than 3,000 residents  said they derive their livelihood from 1990, Uganda they farm in the forest reserve. ;
living in Butagaya Forest Reserve in  farminginthe forestreserveandhave hada forest cover The former district vice chairman, JINJA: A suspected cattle thief
Jinja District have defied a directive '~ nowhere to go. of 3,347,150 Mr Moses Batwala, said the forest | 2t the weekend sunvived lynching
by the National Forestry Authority The affected villages include ;“f‘mhehd::a reserve has been the residents’ only in Kimanto Villege, Bukanga Sub-
(NFA) to vacate, arguing that they Bubugo, Itanda, Buwala, Lumuli, Ka- b 2005 there source of income. f:°”“,§/- J'ﬁlﬁ District. The suspect
have not been given alternative areas lugo and Nakakulwe in Butagaya Sub-  yas only 827,695 “Since it is government’s policy to ‘g T_a' ;" at\: e been part of a gang
of settlement. county. g hectares.. fight poverty, NFA should not evict elieved to be stealing cows in the

Last week, the National Forestry

Authority (NFA) issued a 30-day no- .
tice to the residents to vacate or be

forced out. The notice, issued by the
NFA range manager for Kyoga region,

Me Pannin Namiti indicatas that' tha

They also resolved to petition the
NFA executive director over the mat-
ter. Ms Phoebe Nabirye, a resident
of Lumuli village, said the forest has
been a source of food and school fees

*far har childran

farmers from the forest which has
been their source of income lest they
remain poor,” said Mr Batwala.

He said government should give
the residents ample time to relocate

district. The suspect had allegedly
gone with a colleague to steal cattle
from Mr Laston Lubaale's kraal when
he was caught. He was saved by
Bukanga LCIIl chairman George Kag-
weri who handed him over to police.
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Locals defy NFA directive
tovacate forest reserve
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before issuing eviction t_hregts.
However, Ms Naguti said 'the
residents’ plea for more time
might not be conside.red and 'that
they should comply with the direc-
th%e advised them to collaborgte
with NFA under the collaborative
forest management approach.
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