——
JARY 10, 20,

Fraer—

DAILY MONITOR | TI_J[SDNY. F_EBRL

Reglonal News

www.monitor.cn.ug

I

How Lokiru overcame

adversi

Bornin Narikapet Vil-
lage, Kotido District,
Karamoja region, Agnes
Jesca Lokiru has scaled
walls to winin the global
academic arena.

om in Karamnja, one of Uganda's
most historically marginalised
regions, Apnes Jesca Lokings rise
to glotal academic recognition is
a compelling testament to resilience,
disapline, and determination,

Raised in Nankapet Village in Kotido
Distnct, she grew up in a setting oflen
associated with poverty insecunity, and
Limited access to quality education,

For many giris in Karamaja. schooling,
is frequently disrupted by cultural ex-
pectations, household responsibilities,
and chronic undennvestment in social
SCTVICES.

Prom an early age, Ms Lokiru under-
stood that success would demand
more than intelligence: it would re-
quire endurance, sacrifice, and an un-
wavering belief in the prormuse of edu-
cation.

Speaking to the Daily Monitor re-
cently, Ms Lokuiru said:*As a young g,
my dream was bold: | wanted to be-
come a paediatnician.] imagined my-
self saving young lives in communities
like mune, where health services were
scarce, and child mortality is a daily re-
ality”

Childhood ended too soon

Life, however, charted a different
course. This was occasioned by the ar-
rest and imprisonment of her father
when she was barely 11 years old. That
turned her into a caregiver, provider,
and protector, responsible for her sib-
lings, yet she was also a child.

“My journey was tough as my days
followed a punishing routine. I rose
before dawn to walk nearly two kilo-
metres to fetch water, prepared food
for my siblings, and then headed to
school,often arriving as late as 11 am.”
Loldru recounts.

After school, she worked in the fam-
ily garden, sold vegetables at the mar-
ket, cooked supper, and prepared her
siblings for the next day. Her childhood
was marred by immense responsibili-

.

*“That season nearly cost me my edu-
cation. but also taught me sacrifice, re-
silience, and zeal to for fight what 1 val-
ue"Lokirunarrates

Her education journey mirrored this
resilience, which began at Panyangara
Primary School. in Kotido District with
minimal learning materials and fragile

. infrastructure.
She later transitioned to Maluku Sec-

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Her excellence drew praise from
the faculty, "Congratulations on
your results. That is an outstan-
ding performance, particularly
inthe dissertation.

“Itisone of the highest | have
seen for several years... a plea-
sure to have youasastudent
and | wish you the best going
forward,” wrote Prof Kevin
O'Hara, director of Programmes
at Griffith College Dublin,

Anotherlecturer, Prof Justin
FKeopgan, said: “Your curiosity,

Y, prospered

ot
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Ono of the charity works supported
by Lokiru and her sister in Karamoja.
PHOTO BY MARKO TAIBOT.

scholarship to pursue a Bachelor of So-
cial Sciences (Honours) at Kyambogo
University in Kampala. This achieve-
ment reaffirmed my belief that excel-
lence can rise from even the most mar-
ginalised communities,”she attests.

By the time Lokiru joined Senior One
atage 12, her responsibilities had mul-

overwhelming odds to excel,”"she said.
While at Kyambogo University, her
entreprencurial instincts took a struc-
tured form. She began trading in char-
coal sourced from Karamoja, selling it

 to fellow students and wholesale deal-

ers in Banda,a Kampala suburb.

“Between 2012 and 2015,1 bought
each sack of charcoal at Shs15,000 and
sold it at Shs45,000, making a profit of
5hs30,000 per bag. On average, ] trans-
ported about 50 bags per trip, three
times a month.This business was born
out of the awareness that employment
after campus [university] was never
guaranteed. So | prepared early,” she
narrates.

By the time she graduated, Lokiru
had saved nearly Shssom, which lat-
er enabled her to venture into the pro-
duce trade, supplyingmaize and soya
beans to markets in Kenya.

Even after securing formal employ-
ment, she retained her entrepreneur-
ial pursuits though mismanagement
affected the business when she trav-
elled to Trinity College, Dublin for fur-
ther studies.

Drawing from personal experience,
advocacy for girls and women has be-
come a defining feature of Lokiru's

She ol;cn]y speaks about equal access
to education, health, and social servic-
es, using her life as living proof to per-

—

during the Covid-19 pandemic (202y,
when she lost her ﬁ:;!’ﬂﬂlj'rlih amie)

jceapread peonomie dismuption,
WII.DHI'“ plvated awiflly to atart 5y,
eppt business with an Initial capital op
shatm.

Purchasing 100 trays at Shs9,500 e,
tray directly from the mrm she sl
each at Sha11,000, carning a profly op
abaut $he1 500 per tray.

Within three months, she was sp.
plying up to 350 trays a week toshops,
and business centres across Lira gy,
What began as a living-roomoperatiny,
evolyed into the foundation of a lapp,
enterprise,

Advocacy

These ventures have also enahje
her to support her siblings throygy,
some of Uganda’s best schools, tn g
pose them to netwuorks and opportyy,;.
ties she never had, without loans, 51,
isalso paying university fees for seve,,

ple.
Pf¥his year, my third graduate ;)
complete her studies at Makerers (1,
versity,bringing the number of girl; |
have fully supported to bachelors ..
gree level to five. This achieverneny j,
priceless and reminds me that kin,.
ness and sacrifice are pawerful tor).
for community transformationg
says. y

Her support extended to her your,,
er sister Anastasia Natyang.during b,
Miss Tourism Karamaja Juurney, whep,
she emerged First Runner-Up anc wan
multiple titles,including Best Creatyy,
Altire and Miss Popularity That bac).
ing later helped her earn the natior;
title of Miss Rising Womnan of Ugand .
Tourism, an accomplishment Ms Loj;.
ruis proud of.

“lalsosupport girls through my sise,
organisation, the KaraGirl Initiative, by
providing scholastic matenials and sar,
itary products on a quarterly basis, v
also teach them practical skills, such 5,
making reusable sanitary pads usip,
locally available materials to redyc,
school absenteeism and dropout.”sp.

says.

Together, they engage parents an
communities to prioritise girls' ed,.
cation, dismantle harmful mm-\;)
and restore dignity tothe girl chila ¥
From Karamoja to Europe

Ms Lokiru's academic journey to Trip,.
ity College Dublin and Griffith College
Dublin was neither accidental nor eas,
It followed years of preparation, re.
jection,and relentless self-belief As 5
woman from Karamoja, she confrop:.
ed limited exposure, financial con.
straints, self-doubt, and persistent sta.

rectypes.

That said, at Griffith College Dublin
she graduated with a First Class Hop,
ours MBA, topping her class and pro.
ducing the best research paper titled

- *Exploring the Impact of USAID Fung.

ing Withdrawal on Health Systern pe-
livery in Uganda’s Karamoja Region: 4
Pathway to Strategies for Sustainabiliry
and Resilience”

*Today, I proudly say that you do not
need money to reach the world's bes;
universities. What you need is focus
consistency, courage, and resilience
even when doubt whispers loudy”she

While she is not a paediatncian, Lok

ruis deeply engaged in maternal ang
child health, sexual and reproductive

ondary School inMbale for her O-Lev-  critical thinking, and determina- tiplied. She was paying school fees for  suade parents to enrol girls in school ~ health, health promotion, and healt;
el giving her a major cultural and aca- tion are what truly shaped your her siblings while funding herowned-  and keepthemthere. systems management across Karamo-
demic shift. success. You did not just meet ucation. To date, more than 500 girls have re-  jaand the Lango sub-regions.

For the Advanced Level, she returned expectations, you exceeded “I'worked tirelessly making and sell- - portedly returned to school or re- She stands as both a global schola;
to Kotido Secondary School,whereshe  them through your own merit ing local brew (ebutia), farming,and ~ mained enrolled after encounter-  and a change-maker.Her story send; g
excelled academically. and tireless efforts.” selling vegetables. Education became  ing her story and benefiting fromher ~ powerful message across Uzganda and

“Through hard work and determina- both my escape and weapon. Today, = mentorship. . beyond: origin does not define destiny
tion,I was awarded a full povernment © . 5 4t o unoouw ot Istand asawomanwhohasbeaten  Onceagain resilienceproveddecisive |, . ii: .en o i i
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