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Rotary Internatlonal spearheads fundraising for bone Inarrow transplant cenh rf \

BY STEPHEN OTAGE

WAKISO. Rotary International
has accepted to take leadership in |
fundraising for money for Uganda |
to construct its first bone marrow !
transplant unit at the Joint Clinical

Centre,Wakiso District.

Speaking at the launch of the
fundraising drive for the Lubowa-
based facility at the weekend, Rotary
International President Francisco
Arezzo commended the approach
Uganda plans to use to mobilise funds

and other resources to build the unit.

He noted that the Ugandan

government is partnering with the

community, corporate institutions,
individuals and international partners

to raise money for an important

public facility like the bone marrow
transplant unit, which is the easiest way -
for the Rotary Foundation to approve
yAR
a global grant.I am so happy to see :
what this facility is contributing for
the country. Rotary is part of the | :
: Rotary International President Francisco Arezzo (centre) and his wife (second left) are joined by Buganda

prime minister Charles Peter Mayiga (right) arid Rotary District 9214 Governor Christine Kawooya Kyeyune
to receive a dummy cheque of $1m to Rotary Foundation from Dlstrict 9214 in Muyenga, Kampala City; last

global grants to such causes.
“This is the best way for us to present

community and a global grant a grant

will be approved. Banks, insurance
companies have contributed to this
project.lam happy that the community
is contributing to the Rotary project,”he -
- alsoknown ascell therapyisused inthe
cure of several diseases including HIV/

said.

Dr. Cissy Kityo Mutuuluza, the :
Executive Director of JCRC, said !
President Museveni officiated at the -
_ground breaking ceremony for the
facility on October 23,2023.She noted
- that bone marrow transplant, whichis -
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people have been trained and we shall

have additional training from some of |
: .~ themoney [collected]”she said.

“Bone marrow transplant can cure :
several diseases. We have nine patients :
who have cured from HIV/Aids because :
of bone marrow transplant. Over. 32 :

Asked how much money is needed to |
putap the facility and how much they :
have so far collected, she said they need |
$4 million (Shs14.29 billion) to getthe °

available, post-transplant care
the country for any organ ha e
. easier and government js p,,,
to have another at the Ugan; ., *
| Institute to handle conditiop; 8
| ' require bone marrow transplapy . |
- explained that r.urrﬂnt]/ one per, U
¢ of the Ugandan population S0

. children are born with the dj...
i annually, necessitating the nearj:'
: bone marrow transplant for elizy, :
i individuals,

¢ Last Friday, Rotary Internatjy,

| President Francesco Arezzo ang.

: wife Ann Marai Criscione Arezzy s 1,.
i into the country for a two- day wor;

. visit that saw him visit signagy,
i Rotary projects in Kawempe Hccm

| | Makerere University Peace Ceny,
i Uganda Blood Transfusion Semcah
: Nakasero, and a Polio immunisat

¥l | programme at Jyanhyi Health Cents

: Healsolaunched a mega biannual
. health camp at the National Medicy

: Stores in Kajjansi, Wakiso District.

¢ During his visit, Mr Arezzo also met

: Rotaractors at Lweza Train-

20

ing Centre and had a con-
ple of dinners hosted for
him. He noted that Ro-
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- from Sickle cell disease and 3 ,,‘ gu.

tary in Uganda is very t :
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; vibrant, commending | 4

i facility started and so far HINEI3 Smmﬁ the district’s $1.9 mil- E_ ‘

¢ they have received $1.34 lion (Shs6.78 billion) §

i million (Shs4.78 billion), UP CENTRE contribution to the Rota- &
which has catered to the - ry Foundation, the global 1
initial setup. funding arm of Rotary Inter- fa ;3

Dr Ruth Aceng, the Health. . . nationalssustainability humani- | !
minister; said when the facility is | typrojects,at the close of his visit. =3 |
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