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What’s the cost of 
" choosing the wrong 

-Level combination? 
s. Teachers, university admin- 

istrators and education experts warn that 
choosing the wrong combination limits 
one’s university admission opportunities, 
limits one from reaching their dream ca- 
reer and leads to emotional frustration. 

BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

very year, thousands of Senior Four leav- 
ers stepinto Advanced Level (Alevel) ed- 
ucation vith ambitious dreamsof becom 
ing doctors,engineers, lawyers, account- 

ants and entrepreneurs,among others.Todo 
this, many choose whatever subject combina- 
tions will work to enable them achieve these 
ol e edcationists e waping it 
yong sbjectcombination st s crifcal 
stage can quietly lock learners out 

sired university courses and careers. n Ugan- 
da's education system, the subjects a student. 
selects in senior five largely determine the 
range of university programmes they can pur- 
sue.While many learners make these choices 
at thestart of ALevela few fully understand 

| thelongterm consequencesof heir decisions. 
Teachers,university administrators and ed- 

ucation expertssay that choosing the wrong 
combination not only limits one’s universi- 
tyadmission opportunities,limits one from 
reached their dream carec lead to emotion- 
al frustration but also causes financial losses. 

Both public and private universities pro- 
grammes/courses are guided by subject re- 
quirements at A-Level which determine 
whether alearner qualifies to apply fora par- 
ticular course. 
Prof Mukadasi Buyinza,the academic regis- 

Ur 

programmesor courses lassfy versity o Alev- | 
el subjects into three categories; essential, re 

evant and desirable. Essential subjects are 
compulsory for admission to a particular pro- 
‘gramme while relevant or desirable subjects 
areadvantageous but not mandatory. 
“If you want a particular degree programime 

atuniversityyou must ensure that the combi- 
nation you offer at A-Level fits within the es- 
sential or desirable subject requirements for 
that course;"Prof Buyinza said. 
Headded: For example,fastudent wants to 

pursue bachelor of Medicine, they must offer 
Biology and Chemistry If they want to pursue 
Engineering or Physical Sciences, Mathemat- 
icsand Physics are essential™ 
‘Accordingto the Public Universities Joint Ad- 
‘missions Board (PLUAB) booklet for 2026-2027, 
at Makerere University, students aspiring for 
health-related courses such Surgery, Dental 
Surgery, Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy, 
all require Biology and Chemistry. 
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Itisimportant for students 
tochoose subjects thatare 
rapresentative of sssential 
areas of studyin the chosen 
degros programme of choics. 

Uganda Martyrs SS 
Namugongo students 
find solutions to local 
problems 
Ethan Okiror used his past 
experience asapatient to 
come upwith an automated 
bin that minimises infections 
inpopulated places like 
schools and hospitals. /P24 
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