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IGANGA. Busoga University has de-
fied the National Council for Higher
Education (NCHE) directive and ad-
vertised for new student enrolment
on local radio stations.

The development defies a De-
cember 1 correspondence by the ex-
ecutive director of NCHE, Prof John
Asibo Opuda, to the Iganga-based
university revoking its provisional
licence for alleged failure to recruit
qualified staff, teaching unaccredited
courses and graduating students,
who do not meet the minimum aca-
demic standards.

According to the standing NHCE
notice, “.. . Busoga University ceased
to operate and is not allowed to ad-
vertise and admit new students.”

However, the university has in-
stead called on students to register
for the January in-take, which kicks-
off on January 8, 2018.

“The academic registrar of Busoga
University announces admission to
the following academic programmes
under bursary scheme; certificate,
diploma, degree and post-graduate
in Nursing, Law, Education, Business
Administration, Mass Communica-
tion, Public Administration, Human
Resource Management, among oth-

ers for the January in-take at all its .

campuses,” the announcement reads
inapart.

Many of the adverts are in print
form while others are being aired
over radio stations since December 2,
aday after the University was closed.
According to the announcement,
a copy of which Daily Monitor has
seen, adverts will stop being aired
onJanuary 13.

When contacted, the university
spokesperson, Mr Andrew Balon-
demu, said: “We are admitting new
students bécause When ‘the NCHE
wrote an intention to ¥évoke the<=
provisional licence, the .university
sought orders from ceurt restraining «,
it from*revoking the licence. A court
order was issued to that effect”.
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Busoga University defies NCHE
on closure, admits new students

“Busoga University Council will
soon sit and decide a way forward;
but the university programmes are
running normally and students are
writing their exams,” he said.

Following the NCHE directive, the
university lawyers, Kwesigabo, Bam-
wine and Walubiri Advocates, wrote
to the executive director of NCHE,
Prof Asibo on December 5 informing
him that the university had already
filed a Constitutional petition-No.6
of 2017 challenging the constitu-
tionality of Act No.7 (2001) and the
Act of giving the notice of intention
to revoke the provisional licence.

On January 31, the university, had
securedanmjunctlon against the de-
cision of NCHE, which had revoked

+its licence to“operate in 2016, affer

‘it said the university had awarded i
‘fake’ degrees among other things.

.« The Constitutional Court Jydge;: .
Justice Solome Barungi Bossa, whe: ;
" “heard the application for an injunc-

tion granted, it arguing that the
interim injunction issued enables
the university to implement all the
activities as before.

It (interim order) clarified that in-
voking the university’s provisional
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NCHE, 2 body

that regulates
institutions of
higher learning,
revoked the
university
provisional licence
on December
1,amove that

the university
administration has
challenged.
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licence and halting recruitment of
students be stopped.

In their letter, the lawyers argued
that the purported revocation of the
licence of their client is a clear con-
tempt of court and they demanded
“Prof Asibo to purge himself of this
contempt by signing another gen-
eral notice cancelling the revoca-
tion, which was done in error and
in contempt of court, publish a new
general notice both in the gazette
and in newspapers and also apolo-
gise to Busoga University, staff and
students.”

ITtadds: “Ifby 12pm on December 7,
you have not taken the above action
to purge yourself of the contempt,
our instructions are to file contempt

‘proceedings against the Council and

v yourself:-The application on top of

asking for other reliefs will also seek
,yowr imprisonment in civil prison

sfor-this high-handed contempt of

“Court”
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