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‘T rejecteq the
relatives and opteq 1o go to hg its
From Emmmrm. I b
Uganda Cancer Insti
Mulago fin Kamn:

maoc:«mmma:o_. to ensyre her chilg
Completes hig Mmedicatiop.

Successfy| treatment

Three years later, Kabanda i
healthy again after being completely
cured of cancer. The amzﬂ-zmn«..oa
is now _ommne.:m with happiness and
ready to move on with his Jife,

“Tam very Brateful to the institute
because they have cured my child, |
am a Christian ang I will continue to
Pray to God for the good health for
my son,” she sajq.

Kabanda is among the hundreds
of children 0 have successfully

recejved treatment for cancer from
the UCI ang £0l cured.

His case is not an isolateq ohe,
Uganda ig registering an increasing
Number of children suffering from
childhood cancer, with tpe latest
Mgures showing that the country
records 7,000 new tases every year,

As Uganda Joins the regf of the
world to mark World Childhood
Cancer Day today, officialg from uQI
say the trend ig worrying, becayse
little information is available aboyt
the causes of cancer in children,

But the officials say though not
much information is available on
the Causes, the disease is curable
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among children, Dr Joyce Balagadde
Kambugu, the head of umma_m:._o
oncology at ucl, says cancer in
children is threatening to overtake
other infections as one of the highest
tauses of deaths among children.

35%

Cure rate. Childhood cancer is curable
and has a cure rate of S5 per cent in
Uganda while in developed countries,
itstands at more than 80 percent,

“Currently, about 3,000 children
are diagnosed with HIv infections
every year while 7000 children are
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estimated to develop cancer every
ar,” she says.

ﬁwﬂ_ xwﬁg,m: also says most of the

children suffer from kidney, bone,

blood cancers and cancer of the

lymph nodes,

She says only less than 10 per cent
of the number of those developing
cancer receive treatment at the
cancer institute.

“The cancer instityte received only
S12 referrals of children with cancerin
2017, up from 476 in 2016. We do not
know where the rest of the children
are, meaning they maybe outside
there dying ” pr Kambugu says.

She blames the low treatment rate
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al : i
>u.wmv2.n. is nothing scarier than

alising that your child hys Cancer
Wmﬁwﬁmﬂ there is nothing more ic
than knowing that treat ment and
does exist for your particulay Chilgy
cancer and theijr oxB:E,: outcomey,
but that it is not available for youy
child,” Dr Kambugu says,
eIt is time to SLop this cpyg
atrocity... make your voices hearq
the _Emgm_:o::_. childhood cance
day and demand from the leadors ¢,
act and help save a)] children,” g,
adds. 0

Dr Balagadde says unlike in adull
where the disease cannot pe cured,
childhood cancer is curabje and has
acure rate of up to more thay 80 poy
cent in developed countries, while
Uganda, the success rate stands ay 55
per cent.

However, she said Uganda’s suceeqs
rate is one of the highest in the Sih
Sahara Africa and is improving,

She attributes the improvement
to a dedicated team at the paediatric
oncology.

Dr Jackson Orem, the execuljve
director of UCI, said througl
equipping the unit with the he
facilities, the country can effectiyel:
deal with childhand ~ .




