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UGANDA'S AMINA STORMS FORBES

BY ANGEL NABWETEME
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The proprietor of Oasis Mall in
Kampala. Amina Hers; Mogh
been listed THomare S

¢ €d among millionaires by the
highly coveted Forbes Africa magari
The Ter et ' agazine.

st. which was released on
Monda}’.lShQ\\‘ed the wealthiest people
of Somali origin that the world needed
10 know about. Somalia. despite being
an extremely hostile political and
business environment, still produces
some of the most entrepreneurial
people in Africa, Forbes said. Five
names were listed including Amina
who operates in Uganda.

Amina, 64, now becomes the second
person from Uganda, but the first
female entrepreneur from Uganda, to
hit the magazine’s rich list rankings
after Sudhir Ruparelia. She was
listed alongside other top four highly
acclaimed business people of Somali
descent who have all excelled in
business despite the country’s long
standing decade of war.

Amina is 2 Somali of Kenyan origin.

re Store, one of

Kingstone Hardwa ributors of

the Kampala’s Iz:Jrgest dist
and hardware.
ey cived the Woman

In 2008, Amina rec
Investor of the Year Award for };lcr N
large-scale projects that were ¢ anging

's skyline. In 2014, she was
rlf:{r;lgg lﬁifnca);l Businesswoman of the
" Year by The New Economty,

. a reputable London-
based quarterly business
N magazine.
‘& Amina is also owner
#h! of Atiak Sugar factory

Her parents migrated from Somalia
and settled in Bungoma, western
Kenya, where she was born. She
worked with her mother in setting up
a hardware store before settling down
in Uganda to trade in soft commodities
and cement.

She built a fortune from there and
ventured into real estate. As the
managing director of Kadhar
Investments, Amina now
owns some of the choicest
pieces of real estate in

Uganda, including the ‘et i ru district.
landmark Oasis S%opping project 1n Am:nt recently
Mall in Kampala and the The Governm $5.2m it
Laburnam Cgurts injected part e al
,- - earned from the sale
Apartments on ‘ of Kinyara Sugar
l\zia}kase{ot Hill " into her venture.
adjacent to - 4 When
State House = 4 ‘ 4 contacted
Kampala. & . about her
She 3150 Y. : S "/,b name
has € %, on the
Forbes list,
F il ., Amina

Amlné hs beaten’the odds to ucceed

[CHLIST

was humbled by the ¢ -

“Of course [ gyn hap;;(_)%ré'."on.
business in Africa is a toy, g ip
it is not weak laws, it is peo lga”le. If
ignore the regulations, For fxe Why
we are facing stiff COmDEﬁtjnnarf;]DIEv
the imported sugar mainly fr, K
I think local investors nee Ingl Bray)
protected,” she said. ¢

“If the Government dg
up and tackle the sugar ;rsog?é “ake
all stakeholders, including fannn;'
out-growers and sugar manufacn?’
are likely to suffer huge Josses th Ters
will force them out of business agé
affect government revenue 5 ,
whole.”

The list also includes Abdurashig
Duale, the chief executive officer of
Dahabshil, an International mop,
transfer company, Adirizak Ido (5
telecom giant), Mohamed Abshir Apg;
(a fish mogul who is also successf|
in real estate) and Ismail Ahmed, the
founder of WorldRemit, a London-
based online money transfer service ip
Somalia.
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