
Ty 12 USU O €CONOmiC reforms, r&‘pcaforthenfleoflaw,ranovalof’flade 

‘We Live in Fear’: Lwera wetland activists cry out 
DEVON ssuuBi 

LWEZA - When eight environmental 
activists walked into the headquarters 
of Uganda’s National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) last 
October, they believed they were 
exercising a basic civic right. They carried 
apetition. They came peacefully. Their 
demand was simple: stop what they called 
the state-backed dégradation of Lwera 
wetland. 
By nightfall, they were in custody. 
The activists had hoped to draw 

attention to what they say is the steady 
destruction of Lwera wetland, a fragile 
ecosystem stretching nearly 20 kilometres 
along the Kampala-Masaka highway. 
Instead, police arrested them at NEMA’s 

" offices, charging them with causing a 
public nuisance. The following day, they 
were taken to court and remanded to 
prison, where they spent a full month 
before securing bail. 
For them, prison was not the end of the 

ordeal. It was the beginning. 
Since their release, several of the 

activists say they have been threatened, 
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