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tthe weekend I travelleq with
Asr:me friends to Kabale. [t was
y first time to 20 that side of

the country,

The journey was an epic experience
and for sure 1 would have wanted,
and it is still in my plans, to have it
again and again,

The scenery, the roads hanging
above the valleys and the vegetation
sloping down hills was a sight ip
itself.

However, the WOrst
journey was the dri
point was charact
brakes ane, a driv
knew it al,

First, we had hired 3 car with a
driver but between the journey, the
driver had some family issyeg and
had to return to Kampala as we droye
on,

Among us, were five drivers ang
one of us had to drive from Masakg
to Mbarara hefor,

eanother coll
80t behind the wheel.

part of the
ving that at some
erised by sudden
er who thought he

eague

Enter sudden brakes

It is like hell had broken
and for sure I could not even afford

to dose off amid sudden brakes and
a semblance of reckless driving
characterised by overtaking in
corners and speeding.

All this was happening at about
lpm on a road that this particular
driver was driving on for the first
time. Ichose to be the voice of reason
and cautioned the driver to cut back
on the speed, Some supported me
while others cheered on.

Butaswe continued, those who had
been cheering started to see sense
in what I had said earlier after we
squeezed between a Toyota Corolla
and an oncoming bus.

Meanwhile the driver did not see
sense in what majority of us were
saying. He continued to speed away
as some kept on with batted hope for
safe arrival,

At about lam we safely drove into
Kabale Town and parked for the long
weekend.

On Sunday we got on the road to
return to Kampala and against my

loose
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Donotbeheld h_ostage
by areckless driver

ad‘n_ce and a few silens voices, this
barticular driver, who | have known
10 be reckless, 801 behind the wheel
for the retym journey,

And just like the previous night,
'€ continued tq speed away this
time more reckless than ever amid
voiced up resistance from myself in
particular angd others who actually
had previ ously cheered on.

etween the journey, police
Stopped us twice for speeding and we
Were only cautioned after Dleading
wit the officers.

Even with such caution, the bad
driving never stopped as the driver
continued to y
speed (130 kilo
I'thought va:

In ali this, h

e kept commit

Different speed limits on
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cities and strests, the dr;
1S required not ta exceed 40
xilometres per hour.

Ve

Thesa speed limits are
contained in the Nati
guideline, which are e
the traffic police.

nal Traffic

riorced by

In 2013, Kampala Capital
City Authority proposed that
speed limit within Kampafa is
reduced to 30 kilometres per

same mistakes as before and \-._rgulc;
arrogantly brush off Suggesionn
requesting that he cut back O
speed. _
DHIS argument, a lame one at Lh_atd,
was he knew what he was doing an
was on a highway thus would not
drive asif he was on town roads.

Nat fair .

I thought this was not fair to the
rest of us and I had to insist that we
could not be driven by someone with
such a sense of arrogance. ]

Andassuchlbravedthe bad driving
through Mbararaup to Lukaya, where
Imaceit knowntohimthat he ::eat*led
to handover the car 10 someone else.

Theroadto Kabale through Masak
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and Nibarara is a smooth ride and it

Ugandan roads

ck
- even at bla
] empting t0 spesc = all the
is 50 femI *lection, .
To my IECO = n the
SpOts: inders I saw O
limit remin . - meE
spee Jow 100 kilometres P
ol feAE. e ) | intervals we were
hour but at _sel\é%r‘e:;r ore kilometres
travelling at
B e be tempted to
Many dnverstend'to e
engage in a chase game as o
past overtaking dangerous E e
" Speeding, according At
Kvevune, a Land Rover specia
mechanic in Nsambya, Kampala blurs
’s ¢t ity ontrol the car in
one’s capacity 10 con n
case of an emergency and as such it
is discouraged. ;
:Tf anything scares you be sure
it mizht end up fatal. It m_:ght be
something suddenly crossing the
road or inside the car.” he says.




