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IGG gives 202 govt officials

14 days (o repay stolen cash

The ombudsman says
the outstanding balanc-
es arise from funds that
the officials allegedly
used for personal ben-
efit at the expense of
public services, thereby
causing financial loss to
the government.

BY ANTHONY WESAKA

he Inspector General of Govern-

ment (1GG) has given 14 days to

202 government officials to pay

back money totalling Shs2.3b they
allegedly misappropriated from the
State.

In a directive seen by this publication,
1GG Aisha Naluzze Batala asked the af-
fected officials to report to the watch-
dog and recondile their outstanding bal-
ances by March 31 or face prosecution.

The ombudsman said the outstanding
halances arise from funds that the offi-
cials allegedly used for personal benefit
at the expense of public services, there-
by causing finanaal loss to the govern-
menL*The Inspectorate of Government
reminds all public officers who have de-
faulted on the payment of funds owed
to the government to do so to avoid
prosecution,” the IGG said in the direc-

tive.

The directive added: “All listed officers
are required to come to the IG on or be-
fore March 31,2026,and reconcile their
outstanding balances; failure of which
the 1G may proceed with further en-
forcement measures, including prose-
cution.”

Ms Naluzze Batala said the notice is
the final opportunity being extended to
the affected officials to comply with the
law and be heard in line with the princi-
ples of natural justice,

“In vieg of their continued non-com-
pliance, charggs relating to disobedi-
ence of lawful orders and abuse of office
will be preferred against those who re-
main adamant and deliberately defiant
of the statutory IG directives " the IGG
warned.

Some of the officials listed include Mr
Pius Wakabi Kasaija, a former perma-
nent secretary in the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, who reportedly has an out-
i}hmlding balance of about Shs205 mil-

Others are Ms Tine Mone, an admin-
istrator at Soroti University; Mr James
Okello, the academic registrar at the
same institution; and Mr Francis Harim-
womugasho,a lawyer who reportedly
owes about Shs48 million.

The majority of the affected officials
are from various local governments.

Ms Munira Ali, the spokesperson of
the Inspectorate of Government, last
evening explained that the institution
had previously focused on recover-
ing stolen government funds from sus-
pects who agreed to refund the money
instead of prosecuting them.*Some of
the suspects,on agreeing to pay back the

stolen funds, would not complete the

payment. That is why we are now going
after them,” Ms Alisaid.
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