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The new Attorney Gen- ciary for coping with the staffing and
eral office in Hoimais 00 e() e S c ]n %ogistir:alr rhg]]ﬂnge'ﬁ that government
avryers faced over the years. -
expected to reduce case Accorcing 1o Orima,the limited num-”
ber of regional offices furced some law-
backlog. yers to appear in several courts at the
: i Omla c e ac : O same time amidst long travels.
BY JOSEPH KASUMBA : “Oll.rlzlw‘;erscmﬂdbemtl'l.ree courts
at the same time, but we are going o
ore than 5,000 people are in- : have a collaborative approach with the
volved in 47 compensation-re- - ' ' Judiciary on how to handle these cas-
lated cases currently pending = __ es,”Mr Ourmna said.
before the High Court in Hoima, .
raising concerns over delays in deliver- l Relief
ingjusticein the rapidly developing Al- : Meanwhile, Mr Alex Katusabe wel-
bertine region. comed the establishment of the re-
TheResident Judge of the Hoima High rtﬂ gional office, saying it comes at a criti-
Court, Justice Vincent Opyene,revealed | cal time when the Albertine region is
that thedisputes are connected to com- & experiencing rapid economic transfor-
pensation claims arising from govern- | 7 mation.
ment development projects,land ac- ;| © He added that ongoing oil and gas ac-
quisition, and infrastructure works in : tivities, road construction projects, ur-
theregion. banisation, and industrial growth are
“We have about 47 cases involving the - | increasing lezal disputes in the region.
Office of the Attorney General, theNa- | “The regional office has come at a crit-
tional Forestry Authority, Uganda Road ; ¥ ical time in the development of the Al-
Fund, and Uganda National Roads Au- : bertine Region, Hoima and the sur-
thority. These are mainly compensa- rounding districts that are experienc-
tion-related cases,”Justice Opyene said. "\ ing economic transformation given by
The judge made theremarksonMon- | the ongoing oil and gas activities, road
day during an interview with the Dai- | court sessions. Justice Vincent “The main purpose of the regional infrastructure projects, urbanisation,
Monitorat the newly establishedHo- | Justice Opyene further added that the Opyene (4th - offices is to bring services closer to the - industrial growth, and increasing pri-
gi %: Regional Office of the Attorney | court intends to begin with cases in- left),theHoima = people,andlhopethatwiththisexpan-  vate investment. Such rapid transfor-
Justice Opyene attributed the : volving very large groups of claimants High Court - sion we shall be able to make wonders. mation brings legal challenges involv-
cases delays to the previous absence of . because of limited space at the court judge, commis- = However,we havenotcometofire-fight, ing land acquisition, compensation,
a regional office for the Attorney Gen- | premises. sions the Attor- = but to be progressive. We want to facil- commercial transactions, contracts, es-
eral in Hoima, saying this created chal- | The opening of the Hoima Regional : ney General's  itate, guide, and educate institutions  tates, labour disputes,and public gov-
lenges in coordination and slowed : Office forms part of government efforts chambers Hoima = pluslocal governments,’Mr Oumasaid.  ernance;”Mr Katusabe said. S
court processes. to decentralise legal services and bring = The numberof  regional office on He added that the Attorney General's ~ The new Hoima regional office is ex-
He appealed to officials at the new of- | themcloser tothe people. stalled casesin  Monday. . chambers will work closely with local = pected to strengthen coordination be-
fice to work closely with the Judiciary | Mr Charles Ouma, the deputy Solici- : Hoima District, - governments and other institutions to = tween government lawyers and the Ju-
to ensure faster disposal of cases and : tor General,said the government would | most of which PHOTO/AJOSEPH : support development and reduce legal  diciary while helping thousands of res-
timely justice for affected residents. open five other regional offices in the | are compensa-  KASUMBA : conflicts before they escalate into court ~ idents access legal services and justice
According to him,mediation willhelp | 2025/26 financial year. tion related. . battles. - more quickly. '
willing parties settle matters quickly : The locations include Kabale, Masaka, : He expressed gratitude to the Judi-
and reduce the growing case backlogat : Hoima, Lira, and Iganga, bringing the °
the court. He said unresolved caseswill : total number of regional ofﬁces across
later be fixed for hearing during special | thecountrytoi2. :
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