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ganda’s wildlife is recovering,but
not all of it. From the return of :
llinhthenadynsemhxﬂ-g

E mhsbemmddydscu‘bedasi
- aconservation success story, and it is :
plain to see why this is the case. There is :
mdlitﬂmlmahasmadenms- :

Pqnhnlsdsevmlmmammals :
_have increased in recent years, support- :
gdbystmngrpmtecnon,xmpmved :
_monitoring, and sustained govern- :
ynnmvsumnhmos,mm :

_ At the centre of this progress is a shift :
toward science-led conservation. UWA :
now uses aerial surveys, camera traps, :
digital databases and satellite-based :

tools such as EarthRanger to track wild-

Iife movement and threatsinreal time. :
~ “Remember, if you cannot measure it, :
you can’t manage it. This report is giv- :
ing us data that is helping us to man- :
age wildlife in the country”Dr Musingu- :

zisaid.

The Tourism ministry says these gains
are not accidental. They reflect deliber- :
ate policy choices, increased funding, :
and a growing recognition of wildlife as :

anational economic asset.

“Wildlife remains one of the strong- : cy.
est pillars of Uganda’s tourism economy, :
One of the key anchors of our national :
cnpltal and one of the most important

- Is wildlife recovery being
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;met with growing threats?

: Lion numb

tinue to pi
i- : notevenly distributed.

'S CC
ic species are declining.

met, an indication that conservation :
: gainsarenot evenly distributed.

More worrying, experts say, is what :
these declines represent. Large preda- :

chain. When their numbers fall, it often
signals a deeper ecological imbalance.
Elephants, meanwhile, play a critical
role in shaping ecosystems by dispers-
ing seeds and opening up landscapes.

complacent. The pressures on wildlife
are increasing in both scale and com-
: plexity’hesaid.

: Whatistherealproblemthen?

At the heart of Uganda’s wildlife para-

: velopment expands, the space available :
: for wildlife is steadily shrinking. Forests :

: are cleared for farming, wetlands are :

Elephant populations have dropped, :
and lion numbers continue to plum- :

tors like lions sit at the top of the food 5

Their decline is not just about species :
loss; it is about ecosystem health. Dr :
: Musinguzi warned against complacen- :
: while the surrounding landscapes that
support ecological connectivity are be- :
: coming more constrained,”Dr Musingu- :
* ziexplained.
: The result is fragmentation, ecosys- :
tems broken irito smaller, isolated
: patches. Over time, that isolation can-:
: undermine even the most successful :
: doxisasimple but powerfulissue:land. :
: As Uganda’s population grows and de- :

“Conservation success cannot makeus

t, an indication that conservation gains are

. drained,and infrastructure projects cut
i acrossmigration routes.

“Habitat loss arising from human set-

: tlement expansion, agriculture, infra- :

: structure development and extractive
: activities continues to reduce wildlife
: space;”Minister Butime said.

This is creating a new kind of conser- :
: vation challenge. Wildlife populations
: maybe increasing inside protected are- :
: as,but thelandscapes around them, the
: corridors that allow animals to move, :
: breed, and access food, are under enor- :

mous pressure.

“In many cases, wildlife populations :
are recovering in islands of protection, :
: Are there any other [new] threats :
! thatofficialsaregrapplingwith?  :

conservation efforts.

: So are we looking at some kmd of

conflictonthe frontline? * =
Yes. As wildlife space shrinks, conflict

: cisions,
: strategies, infrastructure designs
: and financing frameworks.

: =Mr Tom Butime, Tourism minis-
: ter

i increasing. :
“Most of the animals that are edible to :
: humans are declining, but the vermin

Conservation.
Wildlife conserva-
tion can no longer be

sectorissue. It must
national development

planning, land use de-
climate adaptation

: between people and animals is becom- :
: ing more common. In districts border- :
: ingnational parks and reserves, farmers :
: face crop destruction from elephants, :
: buffalo and other animals.In turn,com- :
i munities sometimesretaliate,leadingto :
: furtherlosses. :
: “Human-wildlife conflict remains a :
: major concern in several interface dis-
: tricts,"Minister Butime said. :
: Thereport also highlights a troubling :
: trend outside protected areas. 3
: Dr Carol Asiimwe, UWA’s Assistant :
: Commissioner for Research and Moni-
: toring,said animals that are common-
: lyhunted for food are declining in these :
areas,whileso-called vermin species are :
: todojustice to the state of flora and fau-

areincreasing,”she said.

This shift has implications not only :
: for biodiversity but also for rural liveli-

hoods and food systems.

treated as a peripheral :
: inal plants and indigenous species are
be mainstreamed into :
: tofood security,climate adaptation and
: ecological restoration.

What purpose will the new roport
: then serve in the grand scheme
i things?

¢ ing less effective as vegetation thick-
: ens.“The thickets are too thick,and the
: counts weseenowmaynot be truly rep-
s resentative of what we are finding,”she

9 © added.

This has created new scientific chal-
lenges. To get accurate data, researchers
now need to combine multiple moni-
toring methods, ranging from ground
surveys to advanced technologies, to
track elusive and nocturnal species.

: Whatelse comes across stronglyin
: thenewreport?

One of the most significant shifts in

: the 2026 report is its broader focus. Un-
: like previous assessments that concen-
: trated largely onlarge
: port looks at the full spectrum of bi
: versity, plants, birds, insects, fungi
: more.

thisre

This reflects a growing unds

: that conservationis not just about pro-
: tecting animals,but about

entire ecosystems.
“This report demonstrates that con-

: servation is not only about protecting
: wild animals. It is equally about safe-
: guarding plant life, habitats, ecological
: services and the natural systems upon
: which tourism, climate resilience, water
: security and community livelihoods de-

*Minister Butime said.
Plants, in particular, are gaining new
mnonWildrelahvaofmps,medm

now seen as critical national assets, key

For policymakels,the report serves a

“It will go a very long way in guiding
the institution in planning. We need to
know where we are coming from,where
we are, and where we are likely to go,”
said Prof James Kalema, the chairman
of the UWA Board of Trustees.

This includes decisions on tourism,

conservation investment,and even bi-
: otrade quotas. But Prof Kalema also
: raised concerns about how often such

data can realistically be produced.
Current law requires annual report-
ing, but experts argue that

3 meaningful
: ecological changes take longer to meas-
:ure.

“It’s a rigorous exercise which cannot
realistically be done every year if we are

na.”hesaid, proposing a shift to five-year

What ofthe bigger picture?
It can be encapsulated in a broader na-

: tional question: How can Uganda bal-
: ance development with conservation?

The country is investing in infrastruc-

: ture,expanding agriculture and pursu-
Beyond human pressure, Uganda’s :
: ecosystems are facing another grow-
ing threat, invasive plant species. These :
: fast-spreading plants are taking over :
large sections of: protected areas, alter- :
ing habitats and making it harder for :
: wildlife to survive.
: “Invasive and problematic species are :
: taking over most of our landscapes,”Dr :
: wildlife counting methods are becom- :

ing economic growth, all necessary for

: development. But these same activities

are putting pressure on natural ecosys-
tems.

“Wildlife conservation can no longer
be treated as a peripheral sector issue.

¢ It must be mainstreamed into nation-

al development plannmg,land use de-
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