-

)8 wew VISION, Wednesday,

b /

PN .

{ .;,K,,..‘_..‘,..... Tricmre

(New Vision JTIV

New Vision in partaership with
the Irish Embassy, Travelcare and
Trocaire is searching for Uganda's
most innovative teachers, Every
Wednesday, we shall profile some
O the nominated teachers until
€nd ol August when a pancl
ol judges shall select the best.
Atotal of top 12 teachers will
Cach win shi.5m, The five most
Oulstanding teachers will enjoy
9N allexpenses pad study trip
to Ireland early el year. Today,
Ssengendo brings
YOU Mathias Twikirize, a teacher

Who helps pupils make crafts for
school fees,

Although he was borm in a family of
®achers, Mathias Twikirize never
admired (e teaching profession.
Never in his wildest dream did he
ever think he would one day become
A teacher,

But today, 26-year-old Twikirize
has wmed Into one of the most
adorable reachers in Mbarara district,
mparting life-long skills to cnable
Pupils not only 1o survive out of
school, but also supplement their
feey through making and selling
handerafis,

“We cannot only train pupils to
think, they have (0 leam to use their
=ands,” says the man who once
abhorred teaching.

Through hands-on sessions,

Wikirize, a teacher at Kabateraine
Memorial School in Mbarara, trains
his pupils how 10 make handcrafts,
including mas, bags and hats out
OF straws, Many of the students are
already using the money from the
craft work 1o top up on food and fees
at school,

“Aflter making and selling the items,
some use the money to pay fees, We
also give the items oug as gifts. The
parents have now picked interest and
are giving them money to buy straws
and other materials 1o use,” reveals
Twikirize,

Jessica Atwine, a former pupil, says:
“After P7, I started making mats and
selling them, Currently, I sell the
mats | make, thanks to the training
from Twikirize, | expect 1o help my
mother pay some of my fees this
year, "

Another former student, Joy
Mugisa, says she learng to make
baskets, “With crafis, we can make a
great living,” she says.

*The pupils se]l their craft work in
the nearby shops and on visitation
days at the school, “We encourage
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Twilsirize helps pupils
raise fees from crafts

FACT FILE

® Born to Mary Gorrette
Bamukwaise and Pidious Kasaija,
both teachers and residents of
Fort Portal in Kabarole district.
® Attended Kakwa Primary
Schovl, where he completed
primary level

® Joined Hapuyo Secondary
School for S1 and later changed
to Excel Kasubi Kawaala, where
he completed O'level.

@ [e went to St Augustine’s
Primary Teachers” College and
graduated in 2012 as a Grade Il
teacher.

® He pursued a certificate in
counsclling and guidance

@ Twikirize is currently pursuing
a diploma in education at
Kyambogo University,

® He has taught in many schools
including, Migamba

School, Junior Star Pri

School Mbarara and Mbarara
Central Primary School,

them to make a living out of their
innovations. This will make them
better youth,” Twikirize says.

The other lifeskill Twikirize is
imparting into the children is how o
play music instruments,

Teaching style
Twikirize, who teaches English
language, has left a mark of success

© v “lispace, the feasol

Twikirize tachlnq pupils o to make crafts

wherever he served. At Star Junior
School, he introduced Jolly phonics,
a fun and child-centred approach

1o teaching literacy through sounds,
especially for children with speaking
difficulties. He also introduced a
special class for children who have
difficulties in speaking English. With

for recognition in a co

actions for each of the 42 letter
sounds, the multi-sensory method
is motivating for both children and
teachers.

“We received children from
different countries who did not speak
English at all. But using Jolly phonics,
many have improved and they are

e ————

-mmm_/wtraﬂon in class

gatively affects t

yhat otfers say

-
¥ francls Kabatereine,
Mlhf"' director B
- Wiehre I8 2 role model. He
lwli good teacher, who lc.-ac]:i:n
. ‘l only with his mind, but alse
M the heart. He Is resourceful,
m'cmed and open-minded. He s

creative and enjoys teaching.”

uslime, chalrperson

g::::!r and Teachers
Auocmlon i
Twikirize Is an Innova e
and creative teacher, | cldm
instilled discipline In chl"re‘n

sIng pusitive methods. He ls a
u}md English and mathematics
Fcachcr and has been r.-Im m;:ﬂl
in handling puplls with spe

learning needs.

|za,
ohn Bosco Kwiklr!
a‘lnclor of studies 1
Twikirize is a selfless teacher,

who does not only share

knowledge with pupils. but also

with his wucnguc;ntribuled to

ositively
l[?li r('l‘::svflapmcm of Kabatereine

Memorial School

i ers in debates. They have
:32":’5‘;’2‘(’}’“’"“"5'},“,",’.'3 mastered

i -llings,” he ’
Er/l\gll ;ll,:g:gl lIl%mtr:ll Primary Schqol,
he emphasised the handwriting skill
and extended it to teachers. -

At Kabatereine Merpo'rm!. Twikinze
introduced positive dxsaphr_lc, where
teachers manage the behaviour of
children without caning them.

“Caning intimidates children, so
when you deliver content, they
cannot concentrate, hq said.

He also acquired special needs
skills and always encourages p{hcr
teachers to support children living
with disabilities.

Supports parents

Twikirize uses all avenues durlqg
functions and meetings, to sensitise
parents to take their children to
school. In his own village, dirccm_rs
of schools normally organise sessions
where Twikirize talks to children and
their parents during holidays about
the advantages of acquiring hands-

TICKTIP

“Children need vocational skills
to survive out of school. We
cannot only train pupils to think,
they have to learn to use their
hands."” Twikirize

. mpetition run by New Vision in partnership
nominee’s contact and reason for the choice by emalil to mwallmu@newvision.co.ug or sms to 8338 (Type TOPTEACHERS
n for nomination and their contact). Winners will be anrigunced In October AT G ur envaegss aii
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