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i E Y impacting uni-
versity education in Ugand
With books now rare, a lot g"
infor_manon such as bocks ‘au:
dio, images, videos is availl«,ble
on the Internet.

University kiosks have been
set up in strategic places on
campus for academic use
by students. For example, in
Makerere University, there are
several Internet kiosks to pro-
vide students with [echl‘.o[ogy
tools and resources to facilitate
learning. University Internet ki-
osks are used by students ‘frec
of charge’.

The procedure to use the ki-
osks i1s just presenting & valid
university |dentity Card to the
administrator who is in charge
of a particular kiosk. Maker-
ere also has wireless hotspots
code-named ‘Makair' for stu-
dents’ access. QOwing to the
limited number of Internet ter-
minals within the universities

N Course
adlines andg

onl

.available for student access,

location of the hotspots makes
students work comfortably at
any time.

Ms Anita Ashaba, the pub-
lic relations officer at Uganda
Technology and Management
University (UTAMU), says most
have embraced the use of ICT,
with most of their students
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Students fr
om se i
veral universities across the country benefit differently from the use of ICT. poi

NG they use to access the o-
;:':\:i::ijrralt:{:f:)rrr and with the
= varsi e

PUter facilities 16 thase s o,
not L]a\;:_:\ - SC WO do
. As opposed to traditional
teaching where teackers dic-
S o
B serts that students
are availed with all course con-
tent online, power point pre-
sentations, scrom files, docu-
rnelnts, animations, practical
assignments, online discussions
among others

"The system also macnitors
when students visil the e-learn-
ing platform and the frequency
of online activities,” she says.

“Qver the years, learning and
teaching has transitioned from
the traditional class rocom set-
ting to learning on the move.
Everywhere you go, everywhere
you are, you can attain your
dream qualification, knowl-
edge and skills,” Ms Ashaba
explains.

However, she warns of inter-
net dangers

"Different students benefit
differently from the use of ICT
and this depends cn how a
person uses it. If person utilises
the internet in a positive way, it

enhances the knowledge. If a
parson Utilis o internet in a
negative way it harms students
a5 well as society also,” she as-
serls

There is o
peing on the 'free’ connectr
most of their time, and more so
on non-agcademic issues. The
hazardous Internet dissemi-
nates materials with a motive
of promoting pornography
racismn, terrorisms, hatred plus

tendency of users

other sc

Ronald 2 university
student, explains one of the
challenges of using the inter-
net.

"With all of the inform
available on the many websites,
we sometimes find it difficult
to choose which information
is most important to a tcpics
that ssigned to us 10 work
on and also when to stop look-
ing.” Matovu says.

Although with the use of the
ICT students have the ability
to access all types of informa-
tion from library resources all
over the world, universities in
Uganda still have a long way to
go in terms of internet access
and other IT tools such as com-
puters.

Mr Micheal Niyitegeka, an

ICT consultant, in 3 previous in-
terview with Daily Monitar said
in many higher institutions of
learning, he student-computer
ratio is low, with imost computer
labaratories deserted

“ICT is not a very significant
department in many unive
ties. | do not think there is any-
body who has done a study on
computer ratio for students in
esin Uganda,” Mr
fyite: a said
A study in Makerers Univer-
sity by Okello and Magara in
2008 found that 90 per cent out
of the sampled undergraduate
swudents did not find enough
computers in the laberatories,
and therefore could not do

much research.

Mr Niyitegeka added that
while some universities have
access to wireless internet for
their students, most institutions
still struggle with the quality of
the internet.

He asserted that
significant gap when
1o using digital computers
jor internet, which is called a
pitch.

“The question would be how
many university lectures are
comtonable enough to use 1ICT
beyond power point, because

there is @
comes
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maest lecturers will find ICT is
y about the innovation O

1ICT

Even universitios that have
elearning platforms you find
usage is 10 per cent of the lec-
wures the students involved are
not using the e-learning plat-

forms,” he said

He said the cost of ICT infra-
structure is very expensive in
Uganda

“There is a cost of buying the
equipment; maintenance is also
very high due to vandalism. ICT
also comes with recurrent cost
which is continuously investing
in licensing, updating windows
windows which is

office micr
expensive.”

In order to have active wire-
less internet in universities, B
Niyitegeka advises government
to create subsidies and create
tax regimes for education insti-
tutions to be allowed to access
ICT equipment at zero rariffs.

The Uganda Communica
tion Commission launched the
new Internet Protocol version 1)
(IPv&) Test bed.

The new infrastructure
pected to increase uptake _of
internet in the countyy while
influencing a reduction

costs in the long un.
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