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Govt programmes guarantee
peaceful youth, says minister

Con_\mitment. Government
says itis committed to creating a
productive youth population.

) B.Y DERRICK WANDERA
editorial@ug nationmedia.com

s Uganda today joins the rest

of the world to celebrate

the International Youth Day
under the theme, "Youth Building
Peace,’ government has reiterated
its commitment towards creating
Income generating projects for the
youth as a way of ensuring peace
and harmony in the country.

State minister for Youth and
Children Affairs Florence Nakiwala
Kiyingi told journalists in Kampala
on Thursday that when youth have
jobs, it is difficult for them to be
lured into dubious activities by
some people with selfish agen-
das.

“"When the youth are unem-
ployed, they get used easily by
anyone who wants to push their
agenda. They will always be busy
and that is why we are making sure
every youth is having something to
do as government,” she said.

“For us to see the youth peace-
ful, we need to create more jobs.
That is why our theme for the day
is 'Youth building Peace’ and this
can be achieved when the youth
have something at hand to show,”
Ms Nakiwala added.

In a bid to improve on the youth
income and livelihood, the minister
said government introduced the
Youth Livelihood Fund and this
has been supplemented with the
Youth Capital Venture Fund.

“The Youth Capital Venture Fund
allows easier access to the fund as
groups or individual youths. This
is a good move to see that every
youth has an opportunity to get
something to do,” said Ms Naki-
wala.

The minister also said emphasis
has been on rural youth develop-
ment through the National Agri-
cultural Advisory Services (Naads)
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Government says through its programmes such as the Youth Livelihood Fund, many youths are overcoming
poverty and becoming self-reliant. PHOTO BY RACHEL MABALA o

programme, observing that 68 per
cent of the rural youth are poor.

The minister says in order to sup-
plement the Naads programme,
government is now giving heifers
to the youth who excel in entre-
preneurship.

“We know that there are young

people in the villages there who
have been doing so well in the area
of agriculture. But also we have
come to learn that 68 per cent of
the youth in the country side are
poor because of lack of funding
and different support. We have
introduced more programmes

through Naads to see that the
youth in the rural areas are catered
for as well,” she said.

Youth Day celebrations will
be held at Bubukwanga Primary
School in Bundibugyo District and
will be presided over by President
Museveni.
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Did you know? Six to seven billon youth wil go through secondary school in Afnca
between loday and 2100. Unfortunalely, in many cases schools fail to leach these
youth the skills they need 1o find employment or make a decent living aftef they

working lo change this reality. Educale! develops
young leaders and entreprenewrs in Afica 1o give youth the skills ey need to

Pauline

When she was an Educale! Scholar, Paule devecped
@ successhul notebock-making business. Pauine began
producing her nolebooks with recycied paper 10 cul the cost
of manufactunng, which allowed her 1o lower the price cf he
nolebocks so that lower-income students coud afford o buy
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solve poverty for themselves and their communibes. Educale's innovative medel
provides youth with skils braining in leadership, entrepreneurship, and workforce:
readiness along with menlorship so students leam 1o stant real businesses
al school. Las! year, Educale! worked with over 14,000 Scholars in nearty 400
schools across Uganda! This year Educate! is working with over 500 schocls
8cross the counry.

Educalel's Model

Educate!’s Impact

for program graduales. A randonized conlrolied tna—the gold standavd in mpact

evaluaton—found that

+ Educale! graduales DOUBLE their incomes!

+ Graduales are 64% more likely fo start businesses

« Graduales are 123% more kkely o launch a community project, showing an
Increase in leadership and commuruly engagement

+ 94% of Educale! graduales now run @ business, hoid a job, of attend university

« Female Educalel graduates are 152% more likely than thew female peers o
own @ business, and ey increasa thelr income by 120%

them. Now, Pauline’s geal s 'o expand hef business thioughoul
Uganda, starting in Eastem Uganda, where she has minessed

familes struggle o afford school supples. Pauline st wen 1.3
milion Ugandan Shilings ($400) al the annual Green Business Competiion held
by the Intematicnal Labor Organizaton!

Priscilla

After from the Educate! Expenence, Prscila
launched a peanut buller business. In the beginning, when
she had meages funds, she had lo ground her peanuls usng
a martar and peste, which was exnausting work. Over tme,
she generaled encugh income to afford a gnnding machine
worth more than 2 millon shilings! Now, with the prefils from
her business Priscila s able to suppert herseil and pay a portion of her university
lition.

Bosco

Bosco makes the most of any oppartunity. As an Educate!
Scholar in Lira, Bosco rose 1o @ leadership role at his
school, acting as a laison between the student body and the
administration. Nol only did he excel as a leader, but Bosca
became a diiven and resourceful businessman by launching a

“AY

banana . Now, his planation has grown and he eams
‘enough profit o pay for his room and board at universily, pay schouls lees for nine
primary school students ln his vilage, and help school drop-outs identify Income
sources 10 support thew education. He has aso become a faming consullant,
supplying banana suckers 1o cver S0 farmers in his region.
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