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nds to cattle in Kiruhura District last year.

BY JULIUS OCUNGI
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

AMURU. Police in Amuru
District are holding the district
NRM chairperson, Mr Rich-
ard Opolacen, on allegations
of stealing five head of cattle
belonging to herdsmen com-
monly known as Balaalo.

Mr Opolacen was arrested
after the herdsman tipped off
the police that he had stolen
their animals on May 8.

The Amuru Town Council

chairperson, Mr Richard Ko-
makech, told Daily Monitor on
Saturday that Mr Opolacen’s
trouble started when security
officials on May 8 recovered
155 head of cattle being kept
in Lungulu Sub-county, Nwoya
District, during an operation to
evict the Balaalo.

Mr Komakech said as the
animals were being trans-
ported to Amuru, Mr Opolacen
disappeared with five animals,
prompting them to report a
case of animal theft, leading to
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his arrest.

A security official, who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity, said the NRM official sold
two of the cows at Shs2.6 mil-
lion to a businessman in Gulu
District.

“We carried out investiga-
tions and netted two of the ani-
mals being transported to Gulu
District in a truck; the driver of
the truck had no animal move-
ment permit,” he said.

He noted that when they
later arrested Mr Opolacen,

he claimed the animals were
bought to be slaughtered at
an event, which was presided
over by President Museveni in
Olwal Village last weekend.

BALAALO WOES

lnApni the UPDF, started
forceful eviction of Balaale
“from Acholi Sub-region.
Last year, President
Museveni ordered that the
‘herdsmen who have not
fenced their land where
animals can graze be
evicted.
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