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MEDICINE AND THE LAW 

Attorney General rubber 
stamps forensic Bill 
BYDRSYLVESTER ONZIVUA 

n March 16, the 
Attorney General 
(AG) wrote to the 
Clerkof the Paria- 
‘ment expressing 
his views and ad- 

= ice on the contentious 
Forensic and Scientifc Analytica Services il 
2025,0ne f whose key objctives i to provide 
forthe regulation offorensic andscientificana 
Jytialervicesin the country 

‘The Offceofthe Director of Public Pose 
cutions (ODPP),the Uganda Police Force and 
Parliament’ Committee on Defence and - 
temnal Afirs had raised pertinent ssues in 
respectof the Bill necessitating advie from 
thechieflegal advisorof thegovernment. The 
Ministry of Health and other stakeholders 
'had also expressed concerns about the Bll, 
and one concerned ciizen even questioned 
the real motive and spirt behind the Bll. 
“Thereisnodoubt that forensic services are 

crucial in justice delivery and are provided 
by,among others, the police, he Ministry of 
Healthand the Government Analytical Labo- 
ratory These sctors technically play disinct 
roles. The question that aries s whether a. 
single operationallaw can be used to harmo- 
nise the diverse roles and functions of these 
‘threestakeholders. 
On February 13,2025, on the floor of Par- 

liament, the minister of State for Internal 
Affairs withdrew the Forensic Evidence Bill, 
2024,onthegrounds that afterextensive con- 

sic Bvidence Bill, 2024, In reality the framers 
of the Forensic and Scentific Analytical Ser- 
vices Bill, 2025, did notimprove on the Foren- 
sic Evidence Bill 2024; they did not address 

i that the stakehold- 

‘portant recommendation ias the creation 
of an independent 

e T  Analtical Labotory o h ki 
e v ofbred Iy G slehintens 
Thereis, however,no doubt that the Bill neg: 
atively impact theservies povided by s 
polcehoseonsitutona mandates i 
vestigatecrime. 
“That the Ministry of Healthis a key provid- 

er of forensic services i ot in contention. 
Health workers examine survivors of rape 
and defilement daily and collect specimens, 
some of which are analysed in the hospital 
laboratories. These include blood tests for 
'HIV,vaginal swabs for spermatozoa and infec- 
tions.Doctors thronghout the country carry 
out forensic post:mortem examinations,and 
some of the samplesare analysed i the pa- 

ology aboratory. 
R e sk nd Sl Analytical 
Bill,2025; the Department of Inspection and 
Legal Services is designated as the regula- 
tor for forensic and: i services in the 
country This would mean that this depart- 
‘ment would regulate forensic medical ser- 

visedby the MiistryofHealth and regul bytheUgandaMedical and Denta o ersActand other heathrelated s, ‘The Ministry of Health, i its subrmission recommended that a dedicated committeg ofexperts be drawn from the relevant stake. boldersinvolvedintheforensi feldand con. stituted to provide oversight and regulation offorensicpracticenthe country This s . esary considering the wide scope oforensie ractice and the criticalrole of the multple sakeholders 
Another stakeholder was ofthe opinion that Uganda's most urgent need is for anin- dependent bodby law estabished, o regu Jateand versee the forensicservicesoffered bythekey stakeholders Sucha by vl pro- 

vide regulatory oversight o the forensic scr. vicesoffered by police, the Ministry of Healt andthe Govermment Analytical Laboratory ‘The DPP expressed concern that designat- ing the Department of Inspection and Legal Services of the Ministry of Internal Affairs could beinterpreted to mean tha the depart. ‘ment would have authority o regulate or i et criminal investigations,a function that onsttutionallyfallsunder polce and DPP. ‘The DPP further observed that such a. designation might interfere with the opera- tons of the Department of Forensic Servic. eswithin the police s it woud effctively e. quirethat department to comply with stand- ads and directives isued by another entity under the Ministry of nternal Afars, 
fl)eAGB,hflWflEl,idllml\lulillhEDE- partment of Inspection and Legal Services should be designated as the regulator of fo. Tensic services. This,to the AG, has been in- formed by the government policy on ration- alisation of agencies, which currently places amoratorium on the creation of new regula- torybodics. 
‘The intention, to the AG, herefore, s that the department would; i 

ensire 
with standards and quality benchmarks es. {ablished by the Ministry of Internal Affair. ‘Thereis, however,no doubt that the Depart- ‘ment of Inspection and Legal Servicesofthe Minitry of Internal Affirsdoes not have the capacity to regulate Servicesoffered by the Ninistry ofHealth orthe forensi srvices of 
feredbythe UgandaPolice Force. 

‘The DPP,in an earfiér submission, had reit- erated that when a law s enacted, it should 
address a specific mischief merifing regu- lation by tatute. The DPP reaffirmed that it had perused the drat Forensic Services Bl 2025, and particularly the memorandum, 
and wasof the considered opinion that nei- therthememorandumnor thetextofthe Bl itselfclearly spelt out the mischief the lawis intendedtocure Toputit plainiythedraRt Fo- rensic Bill, 2025 Was technically lawed and, therefor,incurably defective Nots,said the 
6. 

‘The majorissuesin forensic service deliv- 
eryinUgandatoday include redibilty ofour 
esult,capacity building,logistcal challeng- 
& and coordination ofthe services The Fo- 
rensicand Scientific Analytical Services Bill 
2025 has not and will not address these en- 

demic challenges. The root causes of these 
poor services needed to have been interro- 
it even before such a Bill vas drafted.Un- 
fortunately his Bill was drafted without any 
benchmarking,It would probably be the irst 
lawofitskind inthe vorl, 

‘Tobecontinued.. 
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