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Nalional News

The 11th Parliament was
condemn by the pub-

lic forits unchecked
lavish spending, alleged
maladministration, and
stifling of some media
access report onits
activities.

BY BUSEIN SAMILU

he outgoing Speaker of Par-
liamenl, Ms Anita Among, on
Wednesday praised the perfor-
mance of the 11th Parliament
whose Jeadership she assumed after
the death of her predecessor, Jacob Ou-
lanyah,in March 2022.
Ms Among told reporters immedi-
ately after being sworn in as the Buk-

edea District Woman MP for the 2026 |
10 2031 term that the House she had '

led for the last five years had outper-
formed in its duties for Ugandans.

_ @ this rosy self-appraisal stands |
inTliarp contrast to the sharp media |

and public criticisms of the 11th Par-
liament that they condemn for its un-
checked lavish spending, alleged mal-

administration, and stifling of some i

media access report on its activities.

Speaker’s lavish life

The latest of these criticisms is the
news that Ms Among has acquired a
high-end Rolls-Royce Cullinan, val-
ued at a huge Shs 3.4 billion (about
£440,000 t0 £520,000).

The story, published by Weekend i

Monitor last week, has sparked out-

rage with the public questioning the :
actual source of income that could '
have been sunk into acquiring the ve- |
hicle. These queries come on the heels
of a similar lavish exhibition associat-

ed with the incumbent Speaker, who

had recently unveiled a massive man-

Q‘;l'luch became the talk of the na-
tic®after she hosted MPs in the mag-
nificent country mansion in Bukedea
District.

Shortly after, on May 23, 2024, Presi-
dentMusevem asked Ms Among to ex-
plainif she owned a house in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, which the British author-
ities had claimed belonged to her. “Do
you own that house or are you renting
it?" the President had asked in a letter,
noting that the said house was in the
form of Flat 4, Silk House, 7 Waterden
Road, London, E20 3AL, Umted King-
dom.

But in February last year, the IGG
cleared Ms Among of the claims.

House admin, gagging media

The 11th Parliament banned the Na-
tion Media Group from covering the
proceedings and accessing the House
from October last year.

The Parliament administration re-
vealed that an investigation against
the media group, which owns NTV,
Daily Monitor, Spark TV, KFM and
Dembe FM, Enyanda, and Nation Cou-
rier, had been launched.

To date, the NMG-U has never gotten

aclear explanation from the House al- :
. claims and described them as mere
i liesmeant to divert the House. “There
: is a group maligning this House that
¢ we have either received or about tore-
! ceive abribe. These people are getting
: money for homosexuality, you are eat-

though the Deputy Speaker shortly af-
ter this unexplained ban promised to
engage the NMG-U leadership.

To date, the media house has nev-
er been reallowed to access and cover
Parliament.
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ARREST OF MP5S

OVER CORRUPTION
President Museveni while deli-
vering the 2024 State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA) in June
unequivocally declared there
was corruption at Parliament
and said he would do whatever it
takes to deal it a blow.

Aday after, three MPsiin- -
cluding Yusuf Mutembuli (Bu-
nyole East), Paul Akamba (Busi-
ki), and Cissy Namujju (Lwengo
District Woman) were arrested,
charged, and remanded overac-
cusations asking for a bribe from
the chairperson of the Uganda
Human Rights Commission du-
ring the budgeting process.

Mr Museveniduring
thisyear’s NRM retreatin
Kyankwanzi said he personally
forgave the trio after they apo-
logised.

‘Shs100 million bribe’

On December 12, 2023, the Presi-
dent of the National Unity Platform
(NUP) party alleged that MPs, includ-
ing those from his party, had each re-

. ceived Shs100 million.

Mr Kyagulanyi said the Shs55.6 bil-

: lion portion of the Shss.2 trillion Sup-
! plementary Budget budget was given

to MPs to ‘thank’ Parliament for agree-
ing to pass the budget, and urged MPs

- from his party to reject the dirty mon-
i ey or return it in case they had re-
. ceived any.

While some NUP MPs admitted re-

| ceiving the money, 72 of the 110 Oppo-
: sition MPs signed a resolution in April
i 2025 to distance themselves from the
: money, with callstoreturnit

The Speaker later rubbished the
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Spéakéf A;uita Amoné ﬁeﬂ) and her deputy Thomas Tayebwa during the
swearing-in of President Museveni at the Kololo Ceremonial Grounds in Kam-
pala. PHOTO/COURTESY OF THE PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA X HANDLE

ing money, do not cover your dirt us-
ing Parliament,” she said.

The Shs40 million “bribe” to MPs

Barely three months after she was
elected as the Speaker of Parliament,
Ms Among’s leadership was mired
in a scandal after it emerged that the
House reportedly bribed a section
of MPs from the National Resistance
Movement (NRM) party and the Op-
position with Shs40 million each to
pass a Shs618b Supplementary budget
which contained Shs77b for State
House Votein FY 2022/2023.

News of this bribe was broken by the
President of the National Unity Plat-
form (NUP) party, Mr Robert Kyagu-
lanyi then asked his party members to
take back the dirty money.

Indeed, one of his party members
and Bukoto South legislator, Dr Twa-

' haKagabo, tried to return this “dirty

money,” but was instead humiliat-
ed and later forced to apologise to the
Speaker, and his colleagues, for tar-

nishing the image of Parliament with : €
{ Parliament had approved Shs2.7 bil-

afalse allegation.
NUP withdrawal ofMpuuga
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After being implicated in the Shs1.7

billion service award, the NUP leader-

ship recalled Mr Mpuuga from his Par-
liamentary Commissioner job, buthe
declined. The party Secretary Gener- :

al David Lewis Rubongoya petitioned

the Speaker and renominated the Mit-
yana Municipality MP Francis Zaake, {

but wasrejected.
NUP was then tasked twice to
convince the MPs, inclhuding 177 mem-

bers to sign on the notice, and 265
members to vote in their favor, and
convince the Clerk to Parliament who :

must put theirmotion on the order pa- -
i declared the regional sittings would

per for debate.

The NUP party failed and Mr Mpuu-
ga was able to serve until the end of :
: ka, Mbarara, and Mbale as had been

theterm.

Barring MPs from accessing Lubowa
In February 2024, a group of MPs :

from the Parliament Committee on
Commissions, Statutory Authorities

. (Cosase), and State Enterprises (Co-
| sase) were barred from accessing the

Lubowa Specialized Hospital con-
struction site, just three months after

lion to the Ministry of Health for su-
pervmon works at the far_lhty
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The MPs led by the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, Mr Joel
Ssenyonyi, had gone to assess the pro-
gress of construction works but were
blocked by police officers on the basis
that they had no clearance from tHC™
Inspector General of Police (IGP).

Mr Ssenyonyi defended the opposi-
tion oversight visit to the site, noting
that the government has invested alot
of money in the project.

Trashing Uganda Airlines inquiry
report

In January 2023, Speaker Among
blocked the tabling of the report of CO-
SASE, chaired by Mr Joel Ssenyonyi,

! whichimplicated CEO Jennifer Bamu-

turaki and other officials in irregu-
larities, over claims that it had been
leaked to the media.

The report highlighted significant

. financial mismanagement, corrup-
| tion, and operational inefficiency.

The investigation, which centered on
reports from the Auditor General for
the Financial Year 2020/2022, was
marred by political controversy when
Ms Among refused to allow the final
report to be tabled, leading to accusa-
tions of a cover-up.

Regional sittings of Parliament

The 11th Parliament in August 2024,
launched the sittings from Guh, with
an aim of bringing the Parliament
closer to the people and addressing
regional issues. This session ran be-
tween August 28 and 30, 2024 at Kau-
nda Grounds, from where the Speaker

become part of the legislative culture.
The sittings did not proceed to Masa-

planned.
The 11th Parliament was also entan-

¢ gledinother challenges, including the

contentious award of retirement ben-
efits for former Speakers, as well as
the Speaker’s handling of NUP detain-
ees, handling of sensitive debates in
Parliament, overseas trips for Opposi-
tion MPs, and the stalling of works on
the new Parliamentary Building, and

i theinstitution continuing torent.
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