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Power regulator
suspends Dot
Services works

BY NELSON WESONGA
nwesonga@ug.nationmedia.com

HOIM'A: The Electricity Regulatory
Authority (ERA) has suspended Dott
Services Limited’s work on Waki hy-
dropower project in Hoima District
mid-westem Uganda. j

This follows ERA’s findings that

Dott Semces Ltd, which is seven
months into the construction of the
48 _megawatt power plant, is not ad-
hering to good practices.
: For instance, the company was cur-
ing yconci'ete “in a rudimentary man-
ner” - using casual labourers to ferry
water in jerryeans from site water
points to pour on the project’s con-
crete surfaces.

Such a crude method, ERA said,
prevented uniform cooling of the sur-
faces, which could lead to cracking.

According to ERA, it would have
been better touse & Jarge hose pipe.

Further, ERA raised doubts about
the 15-year work experience of Waki
HPP construction site’s tunelling ex-
pert. The regulator noted that the
rock at the blasted tunnel faces was
flaky and weak.

Troubled

Earlier clashes . Dot Services Ltd
has been in trouble before. Early this
year, President Museveni directed
that the company should not be
awarded any other road construction
projects. The President's directive
came on the heels of allegations that
Dott Services Was allegedly acting
fraudulently in some instances. Mé
has since reportedly reconsidered the
‘blacklisting’ of the company:

«There was N0 provision made for
supply of fresh air to the [workers]
i orks within the tunel-

added.
rsight, it said, exposed
“the possibility of suf-

wspaper 0 e
ciecespLid was P tting up cubiples
using plywoo d corrugated jron
sheets for Ugandan Jabourers

ERA’S chief exec! tiv d

ibalwa-Waako said irrespective 0
erarchical rovision of S€ .
l\/]\:giia(lefls sho?ild be in safe working

ironments. e
en“’”rthe ndar orkers reside 10
miserable conditions an

ut w better acco ; oF
{)he folij'eign wor rs.‘Isnt that d}g
crimination?” s Ti wa-Waako,
an engineer sall
Wednesday-

Mr Godfrey gemanda, the ge;etrlfl;
manager of HydromaX I\}kiisi Lt fheir
project developel a .tlS notainst
intention to discrimmate ag

orkers. )
Ugﬁ;c;aurilrlllleddy, Dott Sel:Vlces Ltd’s
Waki HPP site engineeb gaid the com”
pany would address ERA’S concerns:
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