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’Ina famous speech on independ- 
ente dayin frontof Belgian digaitr 
s including King Baudouin, Lumun- 
b aged 4, castigated Belgium saing 
thit the Congolese had been held in 
“humiliating slavery”. 

He was ousted in a coup in Septem: 
ber 1960 and captured two months 
Jater.In January 1961, with the acit 
‘backing of Belgium, he was shot along 
with two associates. Although Lu- 
‘murmba denied being a communist, 
other Western powers were lsosuspt 
cious of him, fearing that he was sy 
wmthefiz tothe USSR during the Cold 

A 1975 US Senate inquiry found 
thatthe IA had plotted toasassinale 
him, hough the plan was not caried 
outand Lumumba was killed by Bet 
gian-backed Congolese forces. 
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