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Lumumba was appmn'tcd prime
minister after Congo gained inde-

dence in June 1gﬁn.IHe was one of
the most pmmjnent voices in Africa's
. colonial movernent.

Although pelgium had relin-
uished powe, it viewed Lumumbags
athreattoits continued economic ;I’
political influencein the country.

In o famous speech on independ-
ence day,in front of Belgian dignitar-
jesi ing King Baudouin, Lurmum-
34, castigated Belgium saying
that the Congolese had been heldin
“hurniliating slavery".

He was ousted in a coup in Septerm-
ber 1960 and captured two months
Jater. In January 1961, with the tacit
hackingofne]gimn,he was shot along
with two associates. Although Lu-
mumba denied being a communist,
other Western powers were also suspi-
cious of him, fearing that he was sym-
pa“;rfhelic to the USSR during the Cold

A 1975 US Senate inquiry found
that the GIA had plotted to assassinate
him, though the plan was not carried
outand Lumumba was Killed by Bel
gian-backed Congolese forces.
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