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Soroti Fruit Factory is expected to start commercial
production later this year. The Government says this
will eliminate profit-hungry middlemen who have been
cheating farmers in the entire Teso sub-region
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Ladd i a vellow 1t
o the old man, )
Brown [ lyer
wide smite as hie tises
3 from under the mang,
tree i the middie ol hiv
large compound. Like many farmers
I Awast village, Dakabela county
0 Soma district and the entire Teso
repon, Flyeru has a langee orange
farm with a couple of mango e
scatterad in between
Tn onder o realise the full pote
ot the ounshing orange and many
farming in the Teso sub-region, the
Government, through the Upanda
Development Corporation (U1C)
in collaboration with the Korean
Internanional Co-operation Agenay
(ROICA) has invested $74m (about
Sh28hY in the Sorot fruit tactory
to add value to the produce i the
region
Duning a recentvisit 1o the tactory
site by trade nunister Amelia
Ryambadde and the UDC board, the
minister said the factory would be
Instrumental in lifuing houscholds
outof paverty by guaranteeing stable
prices.
She noted that the factory was on

track st commeral productios
later this vear atter inial dry tests
were sucressful The facon is set «
datk on wer tests i Tune for the nest
hive months, which will pave way for
commeraial operations. After a long wait
n sipht

Booved by the faaony, Flyvern said
farmers i the area under the Teso
Tropical Frunt Growers Co-operativ
Union which s an amalizamation
ot about 58 smaller co-operatives in
erht districts i the repion, are already
mereasing their production to feed the
Lactory
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is that prices will
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igh Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established

e said in most eases, famer
Nave heen selling thelr prodice in
cacke of close 1o 130k Tor as fow as
<hAD.000 during the hanest seasen

md between <h70.000 and 100,00
1o middlemen during the peniods
of seneity i the off season Fhvert
s hopeful that the fctory means
prices will be more <t \hle and hieh
throughout the vear

“My eapeetation is that prices will
fmprove and that the farmers will
detinttely benefit becanse the factory
will be there 1 am sure that with the
factory, the demand will e hw!n-l
than what we presently <upply.
Flyeru said

“That is w
farms so tha
we do not want wh
Meat Packers factory ©
after they failed 1o pe
Tor slaugthter to sustain th
added, vowing to add acreage §
his orange farm that gives him
harvest each year
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|Y1|\"IP K\umkc. the production !
manager at the Soroti Fruit Factory. ;
said It will make both fruit concentratc
and fresh juice when it starts
production. It will directly employ
about 100 full-nme stall and benehit
over 50,000 farmers
Musoke added that a few aspecs
such as procurement of ready-to-drink
packaging material are to be imported
from China
=Otherwise, the factory is ready to
start.” He said middlemen had been
exploiting farmers by giving them
about sh200 per kilogramme of

ATIV

e el bk MPs whio sttended
e meeting ielide Cosmas Ploti
Dk Cannty), Herbert Fdmund
etk (Saron Municipality), Voller
ARt (Ratakwl Woman MO and
1oseph Andresy Kalin (Timma
Conmey)

Eyimbadide said this il wenld
ciler [or the interests of farmers
Shee also satid a Cabinet paper wa
betng prepared o ensine thar the
Sorot Frult Factor, S 0 poveer
uh-atatlon 1o ens, i electricnty
upply.

Spray machines

She said the Government had
acquired 240 motorised spy
machines o boost the fight against
pests and diseases

Kyambadde novd that by adding
value (o the frois grown In Teso,
|I;IH'~")|HH| Incomes and livelihoods
ofthe peaple there would improve.

?:!orv to benefit all
u“ﬂl’[‘}(‘ Kadondi, a senior economist
o I»Ir': charge of the construction

e factory, said once the facility
starts operations, it will have
capacity 1o process six lonnes of
:Fﬂmwnuﬁ:"y hour and two tonnes

- ungoes every hour. Initially,
Kadondi sald the factory will be
;mv:'rnnng for eight hours every day;
I:::;A;;lryucrnnc for two and then

;unnes of frult produced
4y ngnndn pointed out that the Teso
ub-region produces about 648, 000
tonnes of oranges and 25000
tonnes of mangoes per year, which
are sufficient 1o sustain the factory.
She noted that the Teso Tropical
}I:run Growers Co-operative Union
";u been awarded a 200 stake in

¢ factory, with the remaining 80%
stake o be held by the Government.

She noted that no effort has been
spared to ensure that the factory’s
eventual output meets local and
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Factory targeting African market

In artar to mitddis incame status, the
Government alms at impraving the
unlims of nan-traditional sxports

sueh 2 frults and juices, sspecially

to markats within the Zast African
Community, the Common ‘arket far
Eastern and Southarn Atrica (COMESA)
and Africa as 3 whole,

Amalia Kyambadde, the trads minister,
polinted aut in a Cabinet paper that
frults and Julces, such as thase that
will be produced at the Soroti Frult
Factary, are some of the nine priority
axports sarmarked lor growth under
the racantiy ratified Alrican Continental
Froe Trade Area (AICFTA)

Uqganda’s export receipts Insreased by
13.9% to $819.4m during the quartar
which anded in January last year,
malnly supported by an Increase in
coffea export receipts. Although cotfee
remalns the key commodity axport
of Uganda, other commodities such
35 sorghum (517.8m), cocoa beans
(515.9m), and fish ($10.7m) are on the
rise.

Bank of Uganda data shows that the
value of fruits and vegetable exports nit
$43.2m in 2016, up from lows of $5.2m
a decade aarlier. Even though Iruit
exports are still low, the current data
raprasents a huge 731% jump in value

over 10 years.

Emmanuel Mutahunga, a senior trade
ministry official and acting executive
director of the Uganda Development

Caroaration (UDC) which oversees the
aperations of the Saroti Frult Factory,
said frulre offar significant potential
In imeroving Uganda’s eroor? receipts
under the national evport gevsiopment
strategy,

“Th= national sxport deyalopmant
strateqy aims at increasing srport

markats, such as teyif juice from the
Saroti Frult Factary. In addition to

axporting packed fruit julce,
e A150 intand to separt {rash fruit
Mutahunga said.

Opian Jorem Obicho, the chairperson
of the board of directors uf Teso Tropical
Fruit Growers Co-op#rative Unlon
(TEFCU), sald the region has about
eight million arange traas and five
million mango traas producing close to
700,000 tannes of fruit avary year.

Howaver, Obicho noted that production
can ba ramped up if the right type of
extension services are provided to
farmers as wetf as subsidised inputs
such as tools and pesticides through the
regional co-operative.

Vollat Akurut, the Katakwi district
Woman MP, urged the Government to

axpedite the takeover of Odina citrus
farm by the union so that they can use
it to scale up production to sustain the
factory. Odina citrus farm (s a I,
acre government scheme designed by
Israal and established in the 1970s, but
has since been abandoned.
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Obicho, the chairperson boarp
of directors Teso Troplcal Fruit
Growers Cooperative Union,
said the factory would consume
less than a third of the total
production in the Teso sub-
region.

He said most fruits produced

should supply fertiliser in
addition to seedlings that are
supplied to the region by the
army-run Operation Wealth
Creation.

Obicho also noted that the
co-operative needs specialised
extension workers to advise on

Oblchy saig"eed fertllise™
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The Ministry of Educaticn and Sports (hereinafter referred
1o as “the Executing Agency”) now invies sealed Bids.
from eigble Bidders for the Supply, Installation, and
Commissioning of Learning Management Systems
(LMS), Integrated Library Systems (ILS) and

4 above on o before 11:00 a.m. local time (=GMT-
03 July 2018 must be accompanied by a bid sec
form of an Unconditional Bank Guarantee in the am»
USD 21,000 (United States Dotiars Twenty One the
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after the deadiine for bid submission.
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Submission: 25" June 2018

JALIFIED, REPUTABLE AND
DNSTRUCTION FIRMS!

whole offers without assigning any reason
whatsoever and will not be obliged to select
the lowest offer.

to processors. The processed

juice is then sold at a premium

in Ugandan supermarkets.
Obicho challenged the

the factory was an opportunity
to strengthen the co-operative
movement in the Teso sub-

en

tasks of th; s?r;st'l Frult Factory
Is to market tha grange an
mango fruits themselves In N
Supermarkets, e are 90IN9

e

Procurement of Goods and Works (May 2008 Edition |

Revised July 2012)

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information

The Procurement and Disposal Unit,
Ministry of Education and Sports,
Plot 9/11 King George VI Way, Embassy Ho
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