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. L. Victoria Hotel 

. faces demolition 
By Adolf Ayoreka 

Following the on  going. 
mplementation i 
construction of the Kamy 
Bt et Lleaeds 
has caused a number of people 
to lose buildings and homes, 
one of the historical hotels in 
Uganda, LAICO Lake Victoria 

Hotel i set o be demolished 
o give way for the road works, 
amove thal has been opposed 
by the hotel management 
The ncighbouring Entebbe 

municipal_council _buikling 
and St Johns Church will 
also be affected by the project, 
according 10 the Uganda 
National  Roads ~ Authority 
(UNRA). 
This was revealed in_the 

meeting that was _convened 
by UNRA ofcials to dialogue 
with the ~people affected 
by the project in Enichbe 
‘municipaly 

The dialogue took place at 
Entebbe municipal council hall 

on Wednesday. 
“Ever since we bought this 

business from the Govermment 
in 2002, we have never 

extended the hotel. I it is 
in a road resenv, then that is 
the fault of the former owner, 
yeho wants to demolish us. The 
perimeter wallis exacly where 
1t was back then. So, we do not 
want your money,” Harund 
Seentamu,  the _ financial 
controller at_the hotel, told 
UNRA offcal, led by Moses 
Kinty, the land valuer 
The  hotel swucmres 

carmarked for _demolifion 
incude the main store, 
240000-ze  underground 
water reservior, a power hOuSE, 
generators, garbage house and 
parking yard. 
According to Sentamu, the 

departments that have been 
carmarked for demoliton are 
crucial to the daily operations 
of the hotel, a chain of LAICO 
Hotels and Resorts 
“We have nowhere 10 

relocate these unit. The hotel 
sits on a small acreage. We 

are 
ot against the project but why 

can't the designs be reviewt 
g0 via Sate Howse and 
works ministry which have @ ot of land?” asked Sentamu- 
He added that the hotel 

was 

among the leading laxpayers 

i Entebbe and Ugand2- 
“Recenty, we paid over 

shdoom in  ground and 
properly axes.”Sentamu said. 
e was suppored by other 

members, who formed_ah 
el assocation 

named 
Project Affected ‘Persons 

(PAP). 

et Ry, Emmantel 

Ssewanyana_of St Johnis 
Church  complained —_ that 
demolishing a historical hotc, 
which defincs Entebbe,  wil 
be doing a desservice to this 
country. He also proposed that 
since the project is a desien 
and buid one, they should 
teview the designs and shift 
the road 1o the State Ho 
side gardens, where land i 
idee. 
Dan Fred Luaya, the 

senior_assistant town_clrk 
for  Entebbe  municipalty. 
obsered that  demolishing 
Lake Vicioria Hotel il 
greally affect the revenue iax 
base at the municpal coundil 
“Sometimes we have been 
stuck with finances here, but 
swhen this hotcl pays is ground 
and property tay, things get 
back to normal. So. | pray that 
you tellthose peaple at the fop 
hat we do not want the hotel 
demolished.™ 
— 

BETWEEN THE LINES: 
1 The hotel structures 
earmarked for 
demolition are the main 
store, a 240,000-litre 
underground water 
reservior, a power house, 

generators, garbage 

house and parking yard. 

Kintu said the Authoriy had 
reviewed the designs _ thiee 
fimes and further _changes 
would  compromise  the 
siandard of the road- 
“We cannot  change 

anything” he added, throwing 
{he meetug into choos. 
“After calm was estored: 

asked the hotel management 
2nd the committee (0 forward 
heir complaints to UNRA 
“According to Mazen Gaat, 
he managing direcor_of the 
hotel, demolishing the mst 
important deparments of the

 
hotel means that the horel will 
be out of business for more 
han six monihs yet they have 
bookings for nextyedr 
“We reccive many_clients, 

including government offical. 
ho come to meet ! 

President and foreigners. 
Even 

i hey compensate us bil
ions 

of money, it cannot help us
. We 

Have no space (o relocate 
hese 

departments, unless they 
vark 

eh0 Ieave business. We
 shial 

o whatever is necessary (0 
hat this hotel remaits. 

O holel was buil in 1948 

by the Goverment a
nd & 

o ovaed in 2008. I has over 

180 employees: 
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