iy

32 no

Sunday VISION, August 20, 2017

PEARLo/AFRICA

A

éculmmmmm\llu

FY KAUNG! KREYE

here were
buflaloes, more
buftaloes, and
then even more
buflaloes. There
were buftaloes
everywhere you
looked: at the
shores, in the water, and even

out her clothes o dry. | have
never seen as many buflaloes as
I did when we took a boat cruise
on the Kazinga Channel, which
connects Lake George to Lake
Edwand in the Queen Elizabeth

It 1s sand this prece of water
has the largest collection of
hippopotamuses in the world,
so this 1s what [ expecied 10 see.
I have seen more than my fair

share of hippos, especially along
the River Nile, and they always
seemed like they would love to
upend our boat if they got the
chance (tuppos kill more people
in Afnica every year than any
other animal). At one time, that
almost came to happen when an
Isracli woman who wanted to’
be known as the *hippo woman'
took our small boat very close to
abull hippo, which let us have a
grear view of his extremely wide
mouth. I sull get shivers when [
remember that inadent.

where a brave woman was lying

Nauonal Park in western Uganda.

Herds of buffaloes are a common sight on every boat cruise on the Kazinga Channe!

BUFFALOES SURELY RULE RAZI

«UP T0 60 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF BIRDS ARE
MORE OR LESS GUARANTEED TO BE SPOTTED

Kazinga Channel Is al'sn rich with different bird sm_lu

While there was a sizeable
collection of hippos, there were
hundreds more buffaloes. My closest
encounter with a buffalo was in
the Murchison Falls National Park,
when an obviously bad-tempered
lone male mied 1o charge at our

vehicle (we were later told by a
ranger that it had probably been
dniven from the herd, thus its
bad temper and aggressiveness).
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Fsphants and the guats from the Ioeal tommunily inforcs,
Those goats are nol wild, s¢ they fon he betore 1 gets gy,

ANTELOMES
Dl animals sach as antelopes come

fown 10 (he channel for water
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m and two hours

ater; 40K
stretch of water; R rsidon the

of the most amazing
couniry.

HOW [T FORMER

The Kazinga Channel was formed at
the same time as the formation of the
western arm of the Great Rift Valley,
and the volcanic activity that ensul
formed the two lakes, which were at
first just craters. But melting snow on

joins the River Nile that eventually
pours into the Mediterranean Sea,

ri formed rivers,
::’Exg{ ﬁumnyfr::n::d formed Lake This channel is among the most
George (named afier an English king ﬁlmaﬂv re«il(r?rﬁ i gmi(en E|]1[ubelh
2 , in 1889). ational Park (at 1,9785qkm, the
by iy oo sunioh . second largest national park in

The overflow from Lake
Gearge, a prety shallow lake
because of boulders from
the Rwenzori, formed the
Kazinga Channel which
pours into Lake Edward
(also named by Stanley for
the then English Prince of
Wales). Water from Lake
Edward flows to the River
Semliki then into Lake

Uganda, but the most visited one).
The park is a pretty dry and hot area,
lying at the bottom of the Rift Valley;
and thousands of animals go to the
channel 10 drink water.

The park hosts over 600 bird species
(which is the second highest bird
count in a national park in Africa
and sixth highest in the world), and
almost 100 species of mammals, On a
good day you might see them coming

But these seemed docile
enough, I am happy to
report.

An amazing thing about
the Kazinga Channel is
that it is only 40km long.

But the boat ride
; riand thus
usually takes almost Qoaten down to the water for a drink.
two hours to get A close encounter WIth ", ere are thousands of the African

hippos Is not f’:‘; e‘:” (Cape) buffalo, and they seem to

up and down that
faint-hea

Scanne

T e,
g

""I".|||||||||ul||lm|||||m||n||||llllll|||||““‘
"
it

AUyl
INGIKAT
¥ KA

3 g to see bulfaloes walk past a woman
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acefully with the local human population,
ing secing these wl!d animals a few
from a woman laying out her washing
r the woman nor the animals scemed
presence of the other.

fst pe
u):“ amazl
away
' ry. Neithe
e urbed by the

IDE

a Channel boat trip is very popular, and

Iy 5o, Boats |eave the landing stage below the

ghtly S rari Lodge four imes a day for the two

‘ weyiilﬂp along the edge of the 1km-wide channel,
ally see both sides of the channel as

along, first on the southern edge as you head

you £0

Lake Albert, and on the northern edge on
rip.

Sceﬁﬁurrglm. elgphams. crocodiles, and

anilor lizards Is vm\_ml guarantee. You can see

h p glant Nile monitor lizard, the biggest lizard

: ~an be found in Africa, along with a wealth of
irdlife. You get lo see fish eagles throwing their
eads back and making the most extraordinary

|_Ij|s‘ 1o 60 dilferent species of birds are more or less
arantee to be spotted, including the black bee

b tor, black-rumped buttonqual, 11 different species
of kingfisher, several falcons, Aftican skimmer,

e great white and pink-backed pelicans, African

hoebill, yellow billed stork, great and long tailed
ormorants, open-billed stork, saddle bill stork,
darters, black crake, Jacana and many more.
In the Jate aficrnoon you 9lsq get 1o see men
from the fishing village of Kazinga on the opposite
shore of the channel to Mweya. setting outin their
[poats for the night's fishing. They go out at night
10 avold the hippos, which, of course, graze on
and at night and spend the days in the water. It is
also Interesting (o watch elephants and the goats
interacting, not something you see in your average
sWestern world" wildlife park. These goals are not
wild, so they run home just before it gets dark.
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