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This comes amid con- 
cerns over declining 
standards in public 
schools. 

BYRAJABMUKOMBOZI 

he Ankole Diocese has challenged 
the government over the imple- 
‘mentation of the free education 

policy, under which parents are 
barred from making monetary con- 
tributions to public schools, saying the 
‘move risks undermining quality educa- 
tion 
Stakeholders n the Ankole Diocesear- 

gue that although Universal Primary 
‘Education (UPE) and Universal Second- 

ary Education (USE) were introduced to 
‘widen access,critical gaps remain n en- 

_ suring quality learning outcomes. 
During an engagement to assess per- 

formancein the recently released Ugan- 
da National Examinations Board (Un- 
eb) results among Church of Ugan- 
dafounded schools at St James Cathe- 
dral in Ruharo, Mbarara Gity,on Febru- 
ary 19, the diocese cited government 
pronouncementson Universal Primary 
Education (UPE) and Universal Second- 
ary Education (USE) and their interpre- 
tation by some leaders and parents asa 
‘major challenge. 
Ankole Diogese Bishop Pred Sheldon 

Muwesigwa said many parents have ab- 
dicated their responsibilities, assum- 
ing government will meet all education 
costs.. 

“Itis hurtful when a parent entrusts 
the future of their children to someone 
else”Bishop Mwesigwa said. 

" “Because the government talks of UPE 
and USE, parents have totally neglected 
their roles. The government you have 
hopes in has many public demands to 
address It cannot ably support the qual- 
ity education your child needs;"he add- 
ed. 

‘He noted that schools with sustained 
good performance often receive finan- 
cial and moral support from parents. 
Mr Perez Kaberebere, the Bubaare 

Sub-county chairperson in Mbarara 
District, said he has clashed with some 
leaders while mobilising parentstocon- 
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Church challenges govl 
on free education policy 
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Ankole Bishop Sheldon Mwesigwa (right) after meeting education stakeholders at St James Cathedral in Ruharo, 
Mbarara City, on February 19. PHOTO/RAJAB MUKOMBOZI 

tributetowards school needs. 
“I'have asked parents how they expect 

schools to perform better when a child 
‘pays only $hs20,000 per term. Some un- 
derstand, but the problem is leaders 
such as RDCs who know the reality yet | 
keep confusingthecommunity’hesaid. 

‘At several public functions, President 
Museveni has directed Resident District 
Commissioners (RDCs) to arrest head | 
teachers who send learners home over 
failureto pay school fees. 
“Idon’t want to use force on this mat- 

terDiscusstheissueof free educationin 
government schools including the tech- 
nical schools.If we need to add more 
‘money to the government schools, we 
shall do it,” Mr Museveni said while 

e 

commissioning the Greater Mubende | 
ZonalIndustrial Hub on April 16,2025. 
AtKaijengye Primary School in Mbar- 

ara City PTA chairperson Francis Mwe- 
baze said inadequate staffing and infra- | 
structure make parental support una- © 
voidable. 
“The school has only four teachers 

and no accommodation. How do you 
expect good performance under such 
conditions without parental support? 
Because of the government pronounce- 
‘ment, some parents have totally re- 
fused tocontributehesaid. 
Stakeholders 2lso decried weak in- 

spection systems, which they said fuel 
absenteeism among teachers and head 
teachers. 
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Mr Kaberebere said spot checks re- 
vealed that in some schools, inspectors 

' last signed visitors'books two or three ! vi 

leged collusion| 
| torsand head teachers. 

“Some inspectors ask head teachers 
to take visitors' books to their offices 
for signing to suggest inspections were 
done;"heclaimed. 
Ms Rellen Ayebazibwe, the senior in- 

 spector of schools and chairperson of 
 the Association of Secondary Schoolsin 
| Uganda,attributed gapstolimited staff- 
ng. 
“In Mbarara District, we have only 

two inspectors for many schools. But 

BACKGROUND 

Uganda introduced Universal 
Primary Education (UPE) in 
1997 and Universal Secondary 
Education (USE) in 2007 to 
expand access to schooling. 
Under the policy, government. 
pays capitation grants to public 
schools to cater for tuition. 

However, schools have 
often relied on additional 
parental contributions to mest 
operational costs such as meals, 
infrastructure maintenance, 
co-curricular activities and 
examination materials. 

we work with other stakeholders. ) ) 
community members, foundation b 
ies and department heads are part o 
our inspection teams,”she said, addinz 
that schools have been urged to rem:; 
open toscrutiny. 
‘The diocesan education secreta: 

Rev Canon Agasha Muhwezi, said 
Church established an independent 
spectorate to complement governm 
efforts. 
“We realised the inspection gap and 

created our own inspectorate depart 
ment. We have two inspectors, and 
church leadership structures also con- 
duct supervision. This has improved 
quality in our schools,”he said. 
Mbarara Resident City Commission: 

er Catherine Kamwine said parental 
contributions are acceptable as long as 
learners arenot sent home. 

“I will only intervene when I find 
learners out of class because of fees. B 
if parents agree with school mana, 
‘ment on contributions and no child it 
affected,Thave no problem,”she said. 
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