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Many small-scale busi- 
Nness owners struggle 
with financial manage- 

ment, often spending 
profits on personal 
needs rather than re- 
investing in their enter- 
prises. 

BYMONITOR TEAM 
inja City, once regarded as a 
brant hub for small and meds 
umsized enterprises (SMES) is e 
periencinga worrying slowdown 

as local investors struggle to expand 
their ventures despite growing market 
potential. 

™ Entrepreneurs attribute the stagn: 
tiontoa combination of challenges, in- 
cludingthelack of modern machinery 
for value addition and packaging, i 
ited access to reliable markets, and 
ficultiesin obtaining certification from 
the Uganda National Bureau of tand- 
ards(UNBS). 
‘The smallscale enterprise sector in 

Jinja is diverse, encompassing black- 
Smiths, carpenters, soap makers, pro- 
ducers of wine from local fuits, hoe- 
‘makers,talors,welders, brickmakers, 

poultry: e eock anc 
and beadwork ar- 

bakeryand 
«_Othersis 
farmers, b 

~the cost s passed on to consumers, Mr 
Kai said. 
He added that most of the business- 
esely on manual operations and lack 
proper machinery, limiting product 
qualityandmarketreach. 
Mr Kairanhya said the government 

and the private sector should provide 
training and equipment to help small 
enterprisesimprove their productsand 
expandintonewmarkets. 
NirJuma Kirunda, the chairperson of 
Kirinya Road Village, said many young 

pentry,and other tradeslack the costly 

Why Jinja’s small-scale 
businesses still struggle 

Localgovornment offcalstour a tall o craft shoss during a exhibition rganised by ol entropreneursinMayugo 
Districtin 2024. PHOTO/DENIS EDEMA 

‘people trainedin metal fabrication, car- 

‘machinery required to turn their skills 
intosustainable businesses. 
“Leaders advocate for skilling pro- 
grammes, butafter the training, where 
arethese youth expected to work?” Mr 
Kirundaasked. 
“Without empowerment and access to 
squment thosesils gotowase” he 

Although government initiatives such 
‘as Emyooga and the Parish Develop- 
‘ment Model (PDM) were introduced to 
support smal enterprises, many busi- 
ness owners argue that access to the. 
funds is complicated and lacks trans- 
parency. 
Some allege that certain community 

development oficers and commercial 
officers favourrelatives and lose associ- 
ates duringtheallocation process. 
Ms Christine Karono, the Chief Exec- 
utive Officer of Black Skills Enterprises 
Ltdin Jinja City, identified limited ac- 
cesstoaffordable finance as the biggest 

obstacle facing smalkscale businesses. 
“Without adequate funding, business- 

PARTNERSHIP PLAN 

‘The Mayor-slect of Jinja City 
on the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) ticket, Mr- 
Abdulhafidh Nagaya, said he 
villengage various business 
groups onhow to boostlocal 

MrMohammed Baswari 
Kezaala, the Doputy 
Ambassador of Uganda to Qatar, 
said Ugandais endowed with 
raw materials, He said ho will 
workwith themayor, the Indian 
CommissioninUganda, and 
partnersin Chinatoskill many 
small-scale entrepreneurs. 

es cannot expand, invest in modern 
‘machinery, orimprove product stand- 
ards; shesaid. 

‘Stakeholders warn that unless issues 
of fair taxation, access o finance, mod- 

bilities (PWDs)in Jinja North Division, 
Mr Vincent Munyegera, said Jinja's SME 
sectorrisks further stagnation ifinclu- 
sivityisnot priritisedin development. 
MrMunyegera expressed concernthat 
‘many ongoing development projects in 
Jinja do not visibly incorporate or em- 
power PWDs, particularly by allocating 
designated spaces where they can sell 
theirproducts. 
“Wecannotcompeteequally withoth- 
ersduetoour physical challenges. How- 
‘ever, itwould bemeaningful forustobe 
consideredinthecity’ growthpians. 
“For example, with the developments 

atthe Sourceofthe Nile, weareotsure: 
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whetherthere, 
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Productivity. 
Ministry of Science, Te 
novation Secretarit, 
ofthe President, asked, 
tomove away from 
nessapproachesand 

ership. own 
He said: “My felloy: Bas 
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