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Choose A -Level subject . 
combinations carefully 

bout 10 years agn a studentoffered Literature n Luganda, Ar- 
abic ilamic Religious Education and History and scored all Asat Senicr , attaining the hasic rade for admission tothe bachelor of Laws desree programme at Makerere University While the student had clearly qualified for admissian with 25 points,the miversity did not deem the student to have aftained the essential 

rade for admission, save or 
Thwason the basis ofthis that the Makerere University School of Laws proposed that all tudents seeking tostudy on this programme, besubjected tothe preenttry test. The university aiso propose that students swhofil this testchould be barred from admission. Conse- uenthythe measure was adopted by the Law Council and several other universites also now place stringent standards on adrmission, inchuding essential Alevel subject combinations. It was o this basis that many students were furned away from what they saw astheir preferred career 
Soithas become important fr students to choose the right subject combination when they join Adlevel 5o that they are able to gain ad- ‘mision to university programmes o their choice. This wold then enable them to qualify for the careers of their choices Itisimportant. tochoose subjects that epresent essetia areas of study in the cho- 

sen degree programme of choice, 
However,there have been questians about howwthisfits in with con- temporary changes in earning outcomes, For instance,ifone s o [PUISUe university programmes that will aso lend themseives to e subject areas ot catered for under established professions such as sodial mediainfluencing,what A-level subject combination i ideal? ‘Thereare alo concerns that what constitutes essential subjects or partitular areas have considered cnanges in learning outcomes,over time Fori it used to be tha: Biology Chemistry and Geogra- ‘hyasa subject combination was dealfor admission o2 bachelor’s degreein Agriculture. But what about one with a subject combina- tion consisting, Agriculture, Geography and Econornics? How abot one ing Fine Att, Technical Drawing and Mathenaties, while 
‘considering a career as an architect? 
Wihile the regulations et upinthe Public Universiies Joint Admis- sions Board (PUIAB) bookletfor 20262027 provide some guidance, it 

takeup the best subject combinatians for iven degree prograrmmes, Setting up a uniform subject combinations, or partieular bachelor degree programmes, only sets students up or unormitinctead of looking at everyone’s unique attributes,based on the divergent sub- Jectformations that ed them tothe university i the irst place. The new competence based curriculum. now being adopted by univers: ties il require original thinking an the part ofthe learners But the university administrators should not excuse themselves fom it How: 

The NIE welcomes comments and suggestions from read- ors, espocially secondary school students. If you would ke Your suggestions, complements published, send tham to. regular email address - niecontent@ug,nationmedia.com 
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