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Dear Diary,

no longer believe anyone in °

Kampala is actually broke. I

think we are all just partici-

pating in a city-wide financial
Improv exercise.

Every single day, people are
on X tweeting about the econo-
my collapsing, and every single
night, those exact same people
are ordering tequila towers in Ko-
lolo like descendants of oil mon-
ey.A Kampala person could have
Shs14,000 left in their account
and still confidently reply: “Say
less.Outside-st!”

Because somehow;,despite fuel

sses peaking everyday like an

ealous mountain climber,
despite rent behaving like it has
apersonal vendetta against your
bloodline, and despite school
fees season arriving with the
emotional trauma of a military
operation, this city simply will
not stay home.

This month alone, rent, school
fees, Yaka (yes, I still refuse to call
it Light),and National Water bills
all landed at the same time likea
coordinated spiritual attack.

Naturally, everybody spent the

entire week lamenting.“School
fees week!” Others declared the
economy needed a National Day
of Prayer, that fuel was now basi-
cally liquid gold, and that every-
one desperately needed a side
hustle.

Then Friday reached.

And suddenly, Bandali Rise
looked like the economy had ful-
ly recovered and the IMF had just
forgiven all our debts. The park-
ing was full, the whisky was flow-
ing, and people were laughing
loudly with fully moisturised,
taxfree confidence.

At this point, our entire finan-
cial system seems to be operat-
ing on Eddy Kenzo mathemat-
ics: “If you earn Shs4,000, spend
Shs5,000,and save Shs1,000.”Eco-
nomically? It makes absolute-
ly no sense. But spiritually? Very
Kampala!

Everybody is financially dis-
tressed by daytime, and finan-
cially irresponsible by sunset. At

11am, people are reposting fuel |

prices and discussing the budget
like senior economic analysts.
By 8pm, the exact same ana-

lysts are under fairy lights saying,

“Bring one more round. Life is

short!” And just like that,cement
° moneyisgone.
As a country,our level of finan-
- cial optimism needs to be stud-
. ied by scientists. .
. Nobody has money, yet every
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is no such thing as “one drink”in
this cityItis a slippery,dangerous

. slope where one drink inevitably

becomes pork, pork becomes a
bottle contribution, and the bot-
tle contribution becomes the
fateful phrase,“Let us pass some-
where small.”Before you know it,
itis 3am,you have acquired three
new best friends,and someone s
pitching a crypto-farming busi-
ness idea nobody will remember
tomorrow.
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