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Rising tensions over 
Iran’s nuclear pro- 
gramme and renewed 
military threats have 
pushed the United 
States and its allies into 
high-stakes negotia- 
tions with Tehran, even 
as airstrikes and diplo- 
matic manoeuvres raise 
fears of a wider Middle 
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“hejustification for the US and Israe- 
li attack on Iran will be the subject 
of intense debate in the hours and 
days ahead. 

‘Trump first threatened to bomb Iran 
last month as security forces brutal- - 
ly repressed anti-government protests, 
killing thousands of people. But since 
then, his focus has largely turned to : 
Iran’s nuclear programme, although he 
has not fully explained why theissue 
has become an emergency requiring 
theuse of military action. 
‘The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) saysits 

air force is conducting “a broad strike 
‘on a number of military targets” in 
western Iran. 
. Earier yesterday morning, explosions 
were reported in the western cities of 
3Kzrmanshahmd'hbnz. 
{ Fordecades,the US and Israel have ac- 
iuuéd Iran of trying to secretly devel- 
+0p anuclear weapon. Iran has repeat- 
tedly denied it is seeking a bomb and 
Isaysits programme is only for peaceful 

Trump’s threats and nuclear 
talks: How did we get here? 

‘Smoke rises following an explosion, after Israel and the US launched strikes on Iran. PHOTO/REUTERS 

purposes,though the countryistheon- * hit by the US during the war with Israel 
ly non-nuclear-armed state to have en- | lastyear,although it has not allowed in- 
riched uranium at near weapons-grade : spectors from the International Atom- 
level. | ic Energy Agency (IAEA) to access the 
Iran says its enrichment activity ' damaged sites. President Trump has 

stopped after its nuclear facilities were * repeatedly said the facilities had been 

“obliterated”in theattacks. 
Three rounds of talks between the 
S and Iran for a deal were held this 

month, and further negotiations were 
expected next week. Oman’s Foreign 
Minister Badr Albusaidi, who mediat- 

| saidisaid a deal was “within our 

. tration in 2015, the Joint Compre! 

ed,met with US officials in Washington 
yesterdaya day after discussion. 
held in Geneva, in what could have 
been a desperate last-ditch attempt +, 
preventastrike. 
In an interview to CBS News, Alb. 

and that “substantial progress’ 
‘been made in the talks, asking for 
m-ne for negotiations. Publicly disc: 

with Iran under the Obama adminis- 

pulled out from the agreement in 

as end.\ngm support for proxies in zh. 
region, saying those demands were 1 
breach of its sovereignty Albusaidi said 
Iran was “open to discuss everything’, 
and that non-nuclear issues could be 
Sl'jcussed separately with Iran’s neigh- 

urs. 
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