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The latest Uganda Na-
tional Bureau of Stan-
dards laboratory tests
conducted on consign-
ments available found no
safety breaches.

BY WALTER MWESIGYE

he Uganda National Bureau of
Standards (UNBS) has assured the
public that baby formula products
currently available on the Ugan-

dan market aresafe for consumption.
The UNBS reassurance follows grow-
ing concern among parents, coming hot
on the heels of last month's global recall
of selected brands of manufactured, nu-
Food manufacturers Danone and
Nestlé recalled specific batches of in-
fant formula, including Aptamil, Cow
& Gate, and SMA, over possible contam-

ination. But officials from the govern-
ment’s standards agency said all baby

Baby foods on our market
are safe, UNBS reassures

formulaimports undergo strict quali- = |

tychecksbeforebeing cleared forsalein

the country.

UNBS officials said their ]aboratory |

tests conducted on consignments avail-
able in Uganda found no sa.fetybmach-

es, and the specific batches under recall : : ‘ = s
| Officials from UNBS and the International Organisation for Standardisation conduct a stakeholder workshop onthe
are substitutes for human breast milk coffee sector on February 17. The focus was on market sﬁm_!ards and conformity assessment. PHOTO/UNBS

. fant formula djsmhuted across more

. entperspectives,” heexplained.

arenot present on the local market.
Themanufactured baby food products

designed for infants under 12 months.

Mr Hakim Mufumbiro, who is in !
charge of the development of standards -
mthemeaoffoodandammltu:eas :
services :
. investigation immediately after it re-
. ceived the recall notice, working with
lance immediately the recall was an- .
nounced. . whether any affected consignments

“Our surveillance team swung into :
action when the recall was first issued
months ago. We were able to pickup :

samples on the market, and the prod-
ucts were tested in our food safety labs,

which are dccredited to test food prod-
ucts and the results released did not

have any safetyimplications,” he said.

The recall was triggered after traces of :
cereulide, a toxin produced by the bac-
terium bacillus cereus, were detected
in one batch of Aptamil First Infant For- |
mula in January. Health experts warn :
that the toxin can cause symptomssuch | ti
as vomiting and stomach cramps, par- |
ticularly in infants whose immune sys-

tems arestill

developing. :
Therecall has affected 28 batches ofin-

InUganda,UNBSsaldit!.aund‘nedan

importers and distributors to verify
had entered the

country.

“Most of the baby formula foods are :
: imported, and we test them rigorously :
: through the pre-export verification of :

because these

: conformity programmes
. products are meant for a very vulnera-
. meet the Ugandan standards,” Mr Mu-

fumbirosaid.

‘The standards body also emphasised
that product recalls are a normal part |
of global food safety systems intended

“Ugandans should not be worried, the :
only downside is that it is the brands *
. that are trading on the market, but it -
may not be the batches that are being

sold on the market; those are two differ-

“The information from the manufac-
turers is that the recalls are specific to
batches that were produced in a specific
period because thatis when the suspect-
ed pmdu:tswereproduoed. Our sur-

veillance is undertaking the work up to
this week and checking most of the su-
permarkets and pharmacies to confirm
that the batches which are implicated
arenotonthemarket,” he added.

HOW UNES WORKS

UNBS's work begins with
setting the standards that guide
safety checks and certification.
“UNBS’ mandate is three-fold;
we have been able to establish
the standards of infant formula
commonly known as baby food for

" allthe different ages, and we start

here because all the next steps
and actions we undertake rely on
the established standards,”

_ Ms Sylvia Kirabo, the Head of Market-
ing and Public Relations at UNBS, said °
the assessment done so far on the Ugan-
dan market has found that the formula
milkontheshelvesissafeforbabies.

“We have done preliminary market :
surveillance operations to look out for
these particular batches and have not
found any on our market. It’s a contin-
uous process for us, and we shall alert
the public in case of any future develop- |
ments,”MsKirabosaid.

Manufacturers Danone and MNest|a

- have since indicated that the affec.

ed batches were produced some tim.

- agoand are unlikely to still be on retaj)
. shelves.

 Whybabyfoods

Pediatricians in Uganda say infant for.

| mularemains acritical option for moth.
: ers who cannot breastfeed their b;.

bies, particularly for preterm infants or

 thosewithmedical complications.

DrMiriam Apio, a pediatrician at Caz»

| Hospital, said the hospital has not re.
. corded any cases of infants presenting
with symptoms linked to the recalled

products. :
“Werecommend breast milk and were

working with organisations that pro-
- vide us with donor breast milk for our
. babies here at Case hospital, but in
. practice, I know there are circumnsta,
- es where some mothers have totally
. failed to produce breast milk due to sey-
. eralreasonsranging fromdisease, trau-
* | maand stress or you have a baby born
. neartermand it'smother can’t produce
| breast milk, in such difficult situations
- we advise the mother to alternatively

use baby formula - a necessary evil- for
thesurvival of the baby,” Dr Apio said.
Sheadded that there have not been re-

. ports of infants with symptoms linked
! tothe cereulide toxin so far. “Forus here

at Case, we have not seen any upsurge
of infants presenting with nausea, vom-

! iting and stomach cramps as indicated
i ry;”shesaid.

Health experts continue to encour-

i ageexclusive breastfeeding for the first

. sixmonths, in line with recommenda-
i tionsbythe World Health Organisation,

Mr Hakim Mufumbiro, who isin
charge ofthe development of
standardsin the area offood and
agriculture as well as managing
certification services at UNBS,
said. The Food Standards Agency
said some of the affected batch
codes of SMA Infant Formula

and Follow-on Formula products
include 51200017Y3, 51210017Y1,
51250017Y1, 51460017Y1,
51710017Y1, and 53390346AB.

. and the Ministry of Health, noting
. breastmilkremains thesafestand
; ;mtriﬁmmfeedir@opﬁonformfants.

UNBS said their market surveillance

i continues across the country to ensure
. all food products, including infant for-
. mula, comply with national safety
standard.s The regulator is a]sourgmg
| parents, retailers, and distributorsto

portanysuspnmusoramredbabyfor
- mulaproductsas partofongoing
. tosafeguard the health of Ugandan in-

efforts
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