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We're all guilty of causing
court case backlog

Twas called to the Bar in 2022.1 remember the excite-
ment,the pride and the beliefthat the courts were a
place where problems would finally find closure.Not
perfection — but closure. Then the first client asked me
asimple question: -

“Counsel,how long will my case take

Tpaused.. because the truthful answer felt almost em-
barrassin, o

YearaSmE:eﬁmes the client laughs, thinking I mt?:f
gerating. But later the laughter fades.Bank zac:c:o;;;r;l !
main frozen. Land stays in dispute. Businesses o
lationships break. A case il court is not just p:jp
— it issomeone’s life waiting to move fm_-w: -

We talk about backlog au.i li: it be;:ﬁﬂ:ﬂu ges

I have seen, that is ni

'Fr‘r'}nxen:l::yat]hm in all of us: litigants, lawyers and the
courts. ifi Gt

i edures to colleagues in
a;n:g:fyp}hmm%egmméﬁ ﬁ United Kingdom. They

i I'was joking. .

gﬂﬂ:ﬁ? sg?;l?rg],t I:i.mel.ijnes are predictable, filings are
structured and judgments come when expected.
Here,dates often feel like suggestions rather than_cpm—
mitments, The difference is not intelligence or ability
— itisdiscipline. .

The clients, Many people run to court with urgency
but slowly lose interest after filing. Galls stop being an-
Swered. Instructions become unclear Fees are delayed.
Yet every mention in court still requiires preparation
and aliendance. .

Alavyer cannot push a case forward alone. Wh_en ach-
ent disappears, the file quietly stalls. Eventually it re-
turns to court as an application to reinstate or set aside

dismissal. Another slot o an already crowded cause
list.

Sometimes the backlog

begins the moment commit-
ment ends.

flexible with justice too.
The courts, judi

N 1en they could be decided yuickly
Ashort ruling sometimes takes longer than a ful] hear-
ingshould,

The law gives courts POWer to control Proceedings
¥.When that power i used gently, delay ETOWS con-
fidently,

Whatshould change

Litigants must remain Present in their own cases —
comrnu:ﬂcate,coopemle and honour obligations, 4
tase cannot moye faster than its owner,

WYETS Iust refurn 1 discipline. It a mattey 1s fixed
for heanng,bergady. Endless excuses only recycle cases
back Uupugh reinstatement applications and further
congestion,

_ Courts must enfopee timelines strictly and deliver py].
INgs promptly Justice includes time. And procedyr;
Weneed reform, Bvidene should be filed a the begin-
DING — witness st alements

Acrossall these areas, the pattern is jdenticea). i
n;'elyﬁlsed e mp; 151dentical: delay i
acklog is a shareg habit we haye sl alised

The puhBhs still belieyes in thefudicigrmy X-n:nnc{it .
-But alo, ili
by o shqmgion :setrl;armot clearﬂlesllespnnsﬂnlhty

Is 'uIlm 3 . .
g e e O,

Ewetaughtithowtowait. w
e
Advge, fn

(8 CamScanner



