On the ground. MPs Ibrahim Semuijju Nganda (left), Hassan Kaps Fungaroo (right) and Ogoko Sub-county councillor Hassan Manzu inspect one of the dilapidated cl atthei

Inde Technical Institute rots
away despite govt support

Dilapidated. Although the school
received Shs100m for construction of

new classroom blocks, only one block was
constructed, housing-only three classrooms
and a small office.

BY FELIX WAROM OKELLO
wokello@ug.nationmedia.com

ARUA. The gate to the entry of Inde
Technical Institute paints a sorrow-
ful sight into the bushy institute, with
dilapidated buildings and old cars
parked in the school compound.

A walk around the school com-
pound paints a grimmer picture
as the oldest classroom block con-
structed during president Milton
Obote II regime, has developed huge
cracks on the walls. However, stu-
dents are still usmg Lhe.  dilapidated
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structure, though it is on the verge
of collapsing. .

The school, that used to admit
about 250 students for various vo-
cational courses, now has about
187 students, a worrying enrolment
trend at the time when government
is investing in vocational technical
education.

Shades of big trees serve as class-
rooms. Sometimes, students forego
classes, especially during the rainy
seasons due to the coldress while
studying under the trees.

The institute’s- deputy principal,
Mr Charles Andrua, said because of
inadequate funds, they were forced
to close the institute two weeks ear-
lier than the scheduled time. !

“Weare still using this old structure
that has developed cracks because
we have inadequate classrooms We

“We are still using
this old structure
that has developed
cracks because we
have inadequate
classrooms. We
don't have modemn
equipment or even
power, yet these
areimportant in
training,” CHARLES
ANDRUA, DEPUTY
PRINCIPAL, INDE

puters or even power [electricity]
yet these are important in training,”
he said.

The school has no electricity be-
cause the authorities failed to extend
power lines from the national grid at
Ocoko Trading Centre, a distance of
about 61kms, to the school.

He revealed that staff on govern-
ment payroll have for the past five
months not been paid. The school
has 33 both teaching and non-teach-
ing staff.

To address some of these chal-

“lenges, Mr Andrua said they have

an outreach programme where they
take their students to Ragen Techni-
cal Institute in Arua Town to access
some of the services they don’t pro-
vide at the institute. He said this has
seen most of their students excel at
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Farmers given machine

GULU: Gulu Community Dairy Farm-
ers Cooperatives Society has received a
Shs14m machine that processes animal
feeds under the National Livestock
Resources Research Institute (NLRRI)
project. Speaking at the hand over of the
machine, the senior principal research
officer at National Agricultural Research
Organisation, Dr Jolly Kabirizi, called for
more proposals from groups, companies
and individuals who have innovative ideas
on managing and improving of dairy farm-
ingin Uganda to participate in the project.
[Stephen Okello]

Elderly man collapses, dies

YUMBE: Residents of Romogi Sub-
county were shocked last week after an
elderly man collapsed and died instantly.
The deceased, Mahazin Sakari, 87, col-
lapsed and died instantly at Romogi
Sub-county headquarters where he had
gone to receive his money under the
Social Assistance Grant for Empower-
ment programme last week. Under the

programme, elders above 60 years receive

Shs25,000 per month. Mr Rasul Taban,

the sub-county chairperson, said the

deceased, who was brought on a motor-

cycle. collapsed on arrival. [Robert Elema]
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