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\ssessment _j Technoes.

By Jonn Agans

With  the  Tag preading  tnteryy
penetation  and  new technnlapies
A R LR R T PN Projested an e gse
S amimation !H";".\(m!'k in \ﬁl;'.\.
unless assesamem hodies employ
sophisicated  \winplee dewecting

devices and CANTAS bo o
“With new gadeets, sueh as wirel ey
man  camhones, wearable  smarg
Lameras capable of neal-time nemote
WS (pontto-point  edand) with
telephone, tabler, computers  and
wireless Wil min| hidden network
coud 1P pey Npe cameras  and
recorders, education ASSELROrs have 1o
caually employ smart ‘any cheating’
0ol Prof. Celesting Obua, the viee
thancellor of Mhbaram University of
Sdence and Technology, has saig
ICT expen Gilbery Byamukama
sald  awessors did not hawe 1o
point far at the more complicated
technologies  (that could  breed
e-cheating). Fyen simple ones, such
as WhasApp  posed challenges.

Assuming an examination paper
15 opened at school X ar §:00am
and somehow it leaks. With the
app. the leaked paper can be spread
countnywide in - seconds™ he said.
The  concems

ey them

were  raised
dunng the 35th conference  of
the  Asodation  for Educational

Assessment in Africa (AEAA), which
opened in Kampala on Monday.

Participants included  examination

ard chief executive members from
all over Africa and other curnculum
developers and assessment experts
#d practiioners from the globe,

¢ conference  at - Munyonyo
Commonwealth  Resort, Kampala,
sought  to  examine how the

assessors could enhance efliciency
and effectiveness  in educational
assessment in a fast-evolving
€&, accelerated by technology,

A sdy by Zeenath Reza Khan,
published in the Journa! of Academic
and Business Ethics, also highlights
that the  world-wide tech-boom
potentially biased students” attitudes
towards e-cheating and it could spell
disaster for educational assessments

when not  “realy countered”.
Prof.  Obua  said  assessors

could employ some of the sman
technologies,  including radio
transmission  detectors,  hand-held
bug sensors and other devices for
detecting wireless audio and video
devices to  counter e-cheating.
“There are other measures 10 counter
electronic transmission in examination
halls, such as the mounting steel mesh
or chicken wire around examination
rooms,” Obua who delivered the
conference’s keynote address, said.
“This would effectively block incoming
or outgoing cellphone transmissions.

THE CHALLENGE

A study by Zeenath Reza
Khan, published in Journal of
Academic and Business Ethics,
also highlights that the world-
wide tech-boom potentially
biased students' attitudes
towaras €-cheating and it could
Spell disaster for educational
assessments when not “really
countered”,
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the 35th conference of A

However, they do not come cheap,
especially in  developing  Africa.”
Daniel  Odongo, the UNEB
executive secretary, said setting up
cameras in examination rooms, for
instance, would be a good idea, but
would only work for universities
and other institutions of higher
learning that have some disposable
income, not lower education schools.
Emphasising their dilemma, he
said there were 8,000 examination
centres for primary schools, 3,600 for
senior four and 2,100 for Senior Six,
which makes it difficult for the board
1o employ any such interventions,
The First lady and Minister
of Education and Sports, Mrs
Janet Museveni, raised the same
concern and called for improvement
in the quality of assessment.
Mrs Museveni added that the
country was grappling with “issues of
quality of educztion and assessment”,
“Since the beginning of the
millennium, the focus had been on
ensuring ‘Education for All, with
emphasis on access, relevance,
equity and quality,” she said.

She observed that the country
had made significant progress in
providing universal education at both
primary and post-primary levels.
Universa] Primary Education (UPE),
which was launched in 1997, saw
enrolment in primary schools rise
from 2.5 million that year to 9 million

Mrs Museveni (thlrd-!ft). chalon

N

J A
—~ o
al natlo | (second
of Uganda Natlonal Examinations Board Mary Okwako f
ssoclatlon For Educational Assessment In Africa at Speke Resort Munyonyo o

29

Itis an undeniable fact that assessment
influences classroom practice because
teachers tend to fashion their teaching
to meetthe requirements of the
eXaminations. wrs wuseven

in 2016. Similarly, implementation of
UPPET and USE in 2007, increased
enmlmen! in secondary schools
from 728,393 that year to 1,391,250
in 2014 and enrolment in Business
Technical Vocational Education and
Training (BTVET) institutions from
25,514 in 2006 to 58,798 in 2013.

But still, some problems were not
solved — partly because education
assessments are not ‘spot on’

“As we all know, educational
assessment is an integral part
of the teaching and leaning
process,” Mrs  Museveni  said.

“Anefficientand effective assessment
practice that is responsive to the mpid
changes in the teaching and leaming
environment. especially in the field
of ICT can make a big contribution
to meeting the learning challenges
we face as a continent,” she said.
“Assessment should not just be

about tests, examinations, collecting
data on learners’ achievement,
but must contribute to continuous
improvement of the tcaching and
learning  process,”  she added.
The minister tasked the over 370
educationists in attendance .wnh
addressing a few more questions,
including: How assessmenis can
contribute to relevant and quality
education, how the experis can
enhance cfficiency and effectiveness
in educational assessment and to
determine how the present assessment
systems contributed to the low qpallry
of education on the continent
"It is an undeniable fact that
assessment  influences  classroom
practice because teachers tend to
fashion their teaching to meel_r.he
requirements of the examinations
that you, members of examination
bodies, sel,” Mrs Museveni explained.

g 0dongo (right) and d"FQites dur
reft’honaay_ Photo by Roderick Ahimagyn)

Technology encouraging exam malpractices

The minister also asked the expern
to examine how assessmenys ans
examinations can “discourage Tote
learning and encourage Criticy)
thinking, logical reasoning, Droblen
solving and other generic skills»
which are important to learnerg
and Africa’s [future 8eneratiop,
“We believe that every child maner§
and every child can achieye when
taught in a conducive environmep,
and assessed the right way,” she said
The president of AEAA and o
executive officer of the Zimbabyy,.
schools examination  council, Esay
Nhandara, said: “The world t0day
is characterised by rapid changey
and we have 10 ollow suit. We pa,.,
to embrace the changes anq adap~
“We have to carry out Tesearch
and  promote  development of
educational assessment 10 engyp,
quality education in Africa” he said.

Prof. Celestino Obua, the vice-
chancellor of Mbarara University
of Science and Technology, said
assessors could employ some of
the smart technologies, including
radio transmission detectors,
hand-held bug sensors and other
devices for detecting wireless
audio and video devices to
counter e-cheating.
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