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The situation remains
uncertain on when the

“fuel prices will stabilise
in the country, despite
assurances by the En-
ergy ministry thatan
additional 183 million
litres of petrol, 268 mil-
lion litres of diesel, and
23 million litres of jet
fuelis expected to be
delivered between May
and June.

_BYMONITOR TEAM
he high fuel prices across the
country are pushing up the cost
of transportation and also goods
and services.

Since the start of the US-Jsrael war
With Iran that resulted in the closure of
the Straut of Hormuz, some filling sta-
tions in different cities and urban are-

Ror statons with fuel, a litre of petrol
COuts between Shs6,900 and Shs7,000,
while diesel ranges from Shss, 780 to
. She6,000 per litre in some cities. The
prces were under Shss,600 per litre of
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up from Shs4,000,while a bar of
laundry s0ap NOW costs Shs6,500,up

ted that a litre of cook-
I,,T',a'li‘;sn:\awed from Shs7,000 to

Sl citya itz of fue costs be- |
Nﬁﬂbﬂ District,a ln.le of fu-
el now costs between Shs6,500 and
mmo,w.mumcmelmuonsm
upto! four days without supply.
Asa mm,boda boda riders have in-
transport fares by Shs2,000, |
raising charges from Shs1,000 to

Shs10,000. Customers prefer walking
because transport costs have gone up,
for example, a distance of about one
kilometre now costs Shs2,000, up from
between Shs1,000 and Shs1,500," he

said.
Fuel shortages and price hikes across

Shs3,000,

In Arua,a litre of petrol now costs be-  queua at HAB
tween Shs 6,900 and Shs7,000, while  filling station in
diesel ranges from Shs5,780 to Shs6,000.  Nebbi Town to

As a result, taxi fares have jumped  buy fuel, which

| from Shs10,000 to Shs 15,000 for the  thay sellin
Apac-Lira route, and boda boda rid-  rural areas, last
| ers are charging $hs30,000, up from  Thursday. PHO-
. Shs12,000, TO/PATRICK
Efphmﬂoﬂ. Mr Moses Engur Alele,head of Apac  OBABA
Sincetrans- | 'hn(]pmtm Association,
| portcosts yto! rising
havein- fuel costs.
| creased from “We have to charge more to stay
| Shs2,000to afloat,"he said.
Shs5,000 per But passengers are not happy Mr Alex
bag of char- Aboce, who travelled from Apac to Lira
coal, we have City,described the experience as “dis-
alsoincreased  comfortingand
the priceofa decofuswmmmmedmma
bag of char- ' Toyota Ipsum, each paying Shs15,000.
coal from It'sunacceptable,”he said.
| Shs33,000to In the western part of the coun-
Shs40,000.All  try, most boda boda riders have com-
thisincrease plamtd about declining profits due to
isasaresultof  reduced customer numbers.
the increased M.r Owen Tusiime, a rider from Mu-
prices of fuelin  horro Town Council, explained that
thearea,” business has significantly declined.
-Ms Margaret “Previously, one would return home
Guma,achar-  with about Shs35,000 after a day's
coal dealer ‘work.Now, it is difficult even to make

Vehicle owners are now charged
Shs2,000 for daytime parking and
Shs4,000 at night.

Fuel dealers said they are also feeling
the pinch. Several, who spoke to Duily
Monitor, have reduced their purchas-
ing volumes due to high costs, with
some stations cutting their usual sup-
phy by halt

In Kyanyambali Trading Centre, fu-
el prices have surged to as high as
Shs10,000 per litre on some murram
roads. One rider noted that he used
two litres of fuel to cover just seven kilo-
metres, i f

Mr Puterabo Micheal, the manager at
Shell Ankole Mharaes, sxid: *As Vo £
erxr. o olles international standards; <
ity tasm the crvsis 1y inerease the
priceof fisel”

“There is 2 traffic jam 2t our stations
becarses or prices frrone every cus-
tornet (Rher stations b higher pric
=x; mont of the custtmers are looking
1o 2 place where the fixe] is chesp.” be
aldedt.

Mr Fran Nenbi, 3 hoda boda rider m
Mbarar City <id. | s relised sy
Alling station has ity ram pries becarme
here at Shell Ankole, the prics is o011l
lfn'nmlenmh—rummy—wn'n
Shs10,000 per litre. We sere told that
Uganda has encugh fuel, bt wiry dem't
they melease it beenee ym are suffering
fromn this fuel crsis*

“Getting fuel belorr Shes,000 has be-
come difficult. The grvernment has ak
wrys savd they harve oil in Hoima, bt =
when are they bringing it, and we use
2 See. e are being charped highhy yet
e e lews” Mr Kakur Kenneth, a bo-
da cyelist snd,

As of lnst Priciry prices of fuel in Than-
da were changzing at various time
intervals. At Mogas filling station,
there was no petrol. Diesel vras be-
ing sold at $hs3,730 in the morning,
but by evening, each litre was sold for
5$hs6,000. On Saturdary, at Bamn filling
station, petmol prces were at Shsd 000y
litre and diesel at Shs7.200,

Mr Benson Tumusiime, a boda bods .,
operator in Thanda Towrn, decried the
high fuel prices in the district.

“We have alwo increased charges for
now T service is now Shs2,000,up
from Shs 1,000, he sud.

Mr Tumusiime added: “At some pet- =
rol stations there is no fuel, and others
have put extra charges We are Y 20
ing to park our motorcys'es if fuel pric-
&8 keeprising”

In Soroty, amoety gripped motorists as
filling stations ran empty with pump

ts seen waving off customers.

At Shell and Total Energies, the globak-
}y renowned icons in the fuel business,
by last Tuesdary, were seen dispensing
diese] at their fllling stations, but some

operations.

Transport fares have also increased
sharply. Travel from Kagadi to Iban-
da now costs between Shs43,000
and $hs50,000, up from the previous
Shs35,000.

In Fort Portal City, fuel prices have ris-
enin the last two weeks At Shell, petrol
is selling at Shs5,450, up from Shs5, 400
in just three days, while diesel has in-
creased to $hs3,330 from Shs3,270.
However, some stations are reportedly
running out of fuel altogether.

At the Total filling station in Ibanda
District, there was no petrol on Satur-
day evening, Later, a fuel vehicle came
to deliver fuel in the morning, but the
prices are at $hs6,200 a litre and diesel
at Shs5,790. At Shell Ankole, petrol is
sold at Shs3,595 and diesel at Shs3,290.

GCOVT ON ‘I’HE FUEL ISSUE
Last week, U\e Ministry of Finance
called for calm, saying the eco-
nomyisnotinacrisisand assu-
ring that the Ministry of Energy and
the Uganda National Oil Company
(Unoc) are on top of the situation.
AJoint Ministry of Energy and
Unoc statement issuod last Thurs-
day, stated that the country had, as
of 20 April 2026,70.6 million litres
of petrol —enough for 19 days of na-
tional cover — alongside 43.2 mil-
lion lit diesel for 12 days and

petrol and diesel before the war in Iran
broke out on Rebruary 28.
The situation remains uncertain
‘when the pnces will n.\blhso in lhe
Y despite by the Ener
gym\mﬂrylhaunmmahumil
Lion litres of petrol, 258 mllion litres of
dhesel,and 23mullion litres of jet fuel is
;;dw 1o be delivered PHOTO/MJULIUS BYAMUKA
ume. Boda. for fuel at Shell Ankole Mbas the last week MA
m’?wmdmﬂ‘l& 18 cyclists joetle rara. Some filling stations had run out of fuel in parts of the country ; .5
are feeling the impact of  and posho is being sold at Shs 3,000 CURRE!
the hike in the prices of foodstuffs in re- \pmmm.wr NYSTATUS mm,ju‘mmd mpmnfvmvlhiabalem
sponse to the fuel price increase. “The government needs to find work- fuel in the area”Ms Guma saud. 'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ“@d,bﬁ“"ﬂ'sm&mand
(T has forced to move fu- +tock levels a8 of April 20 Prices of transporting building mate-  $hs8,000 per litre, while diesel price,
e h of food items dmmnuthednwuhnorm mm”mmmmﬂg bdwzmsh.ﬁ.ulandsm
e tospurdevel-  Petrot: 70.5m tres cove)  Kabale Town have been increased }4
Some of the traders who are unable q:mL'MsAhmmm Diesel._43.2m Itres gmmd $hs20,000 because of the ever-increas- mubaleowmdnuzhbmmng
to foot the transport costs have aban- - Most districts in West Nile are facing 3 a g el prices. m"’“‘“""“’“‘c’mﬂhew-nch
doned the produce business since the fuel crisis due to supply disruption “We have increased the cost of trans- amdprmsoa:u:n
transport costs are passed on to pro- umbymmmlmnwum WM(“Q-—.dw_% porting stones, bricks,and sand from  ators are passing Mmmpa;se,,
duce dealers broke out on 258m b f Geeet (74 Gmys et o] | Shs120,000 Lo Shs140,000 because of | gersC PR
W Su'rulnfylhebodabodandmmd 23 bt o ot ok (37 days move f cover) the increased fuel prices,” Mr Musa Ka- mmmm abo boda rig.
est Nilo traders speak out truck drivers said they are trapped in rengye.a truck lorry driver,said. erin Mbale, "Vlh almost dgy,.
In Nebbi's main market, a bunch of  their transport businesses because of  SOURCE ENERGY MINISTRYAUNOC In Kisoro District,Mr Baker Batamuko-  bled the fares due 1o the rising cost op
matooke that used to cost Shs10,000 at  the fuel prices, and the fuel cost has eat- raho, the mmﬂmddﬂﬁsq- b
the beginning of the month now goes  en all their profits. roUnited Boda-boda Operators Asso- _“Where we have been Chirg)ng
for Shs18,000, while a kilogramme of A boda boda nder who operates be-  go), but the C are ation,sud the hike in fuel pnces ~ Shs2,000, we are demanding Shs4,000,
beans now costs Shs 5,000, up from  tween Nebbi District and Paidha Town  running to Uganda to find cheaper fuel. mm;m;opumudw andnnheruelpntﬁhlkemnher
000. Council in Zombo District, Mr Charles Mr Ocowun sid in Mahag Disrct in tion members riding hired motorcycles wﬂlt_sﬂh‘ﬂheme"onrm»
Speaking to the Daily Monitorlast  Ongom,said he has increased the fares DR Congo,a litre of petrol he hesaid.
'Wednesday Ms Beatrice Otim,who has  from Shs10,000 to Shs20,000 because a Smmoooandstm).modqmmgan motorcycles to their owners. Ms Aminah Nambozo, a market ver,.
been in the produce business for the  litre of fuel goes for Shs8,000 from local  its availabibity “We are worned that boda bodarid- ~ dor at Kumi Road Market, expresseq
»last 15 years, said she used to get beans,  fuel dealers. “Now, we cannot access fuel from DR ers who are leaving the industry due fear, saying prices of foodstufls anq
maize, and other produce from the  *While at the filling stations,alitre of ~ Congo because Congolese are also tnhxghﬁzlpmamaynsmmmnn oﬂlﬂ' started to rise. "It hg
DR-Congo, but transportation remains ~ petrol is being sold at Shs5,999,which  ing fuel from Ugandan filling stations.  nal activities, such as way’ people wehaziid. onalloth-
achallenge. makes it difficult to rely on the old  We are now buying fuel in jerry cans at ~ at mghLTh:smdum'y:mplwumr! apmdum, sai th
Ms Otim added that on market days, transport fares Much as customers are  the pumpspnmandseumgn Ionl.ly than 5,000 people.especially the youth, - A hlognmfrrnne oShs eGef Now costs
she previously bought produce stock  complaining of the high fares,we are  in the rural areas to our Itisa  Shs18,000,up from Shs16,000 in Bugisy
around Shs2 million, but she can on-  trying to avoid losses"he said. Ocowun said. vu-yunpummsanmdbvelmaodfur Sub-region. s
ly afford to pay Shsi millionatthemo-  One of the truck drivers, Mr Mike Osa- many families”Mr Batamukorzho said. In Mbale, the Plsu':lsp prices rangeqd
ment.This has affected her income. ga.said traders are now fearingtomove - Elsewhere In Kabale District the charmancfthe  from Shss,400 t0 Shs6,000 for petro]
She said before the fuel price shotup,  regularly and this has affectad the busi- ~ In Kabale, the traders have attribut-  Kabale Central Tax operators, Mr Sat- and Shss,0002nd Shss,000 to Shss 509
transport fares had already been hiked.  nesses. ed the increased prices of some house urday Byamugisha,said operators have for diesel. 2
“They are now charging a sack of  *It is through the jonof itemstothe hiken fuel prices inthear-  increased transport costs by Shs5,000  The Jinja Central Market Chairpers
beans and maize at Shs15,000 from Shs  traders that we earn money If traders  ea duetoa hike in fuel prices. Mr Henry Mujimba, said traders have
10,000 for transportation. This is mak-  are not moving then it will be difficult ~ Ms Margaret Guma said she hasin-  *Transport cost from xabzle’mwn also increased prices of some commod-
ing it hard for us to move to and from  because we are paid a percentage[com-  creased the price of charcoal from  to Mbarara Town has been i mduemh@:fuzlpnns
different “MsOtimsaid.  mission] by our bosses,"he said. Shs33,000t0 Shs40,000 per bagbecause  from Shs15,000t0Shs20,000,whilethat ~ “We have increased prices of some
Ms Agnes Akumu.a resident of Nebbi ~ He said some drivers have since of the increase in the cost of transpart- ~ of Kabale to Ntungamo has been in- commodities, including second hand
town, said feeding big families hasbe-  parked their vehicles because of high mgzhelngwhastan creased from Shs10,000 to Shs15,000  clothes, 5 and
come difficult because of the high pric-  fuel prices, for fear of incurring losses. costs have increased pe:pexscn.AmvellerfmmKabalem materials,"he said.
esof food items. Alocal dealer, Mr Emmanuel fmm 5hs2,000 to Shs3,000 per bag ~ Kisoro is paying Shs15,000 instead of ~ Mr Mujimba added that traders have
She said a kilogramme of cassava flour saqumedmsmuggkmzlﬁom the of charcoal, we have also increased = Shs10,000. These changes have come opted not to slock sa;ne nzm; until
has also risen from to Shs1,000, I licof Congo(DRCon- _, the price of a bag of charcoal from 252 result of increased fuel prices”Mr  market st that
MO¢ Lamdo T3 5. 22idey mo 5

32 million litres of jot fuel for 53

driven largely by cross-border de
mand, and OMCs have been en-

days!
It further added that Uganda ex-
pects to take in an additional 183
million litres of petrol, 258 million
litres of diesel, and 23 million litres

gaged where “unjustified increases”

appeared. While global oil dyna-
mics, exchange rates, and geopoli-
tics can move pump prices, the go-

of jet fuel between May and June vernment said it continues to moni-

thlsyur tnr the markat to keep prices “wit-
rsu'l ou- levels®.

ugesnnﬂladto" Psti Th added that UNOC,

tions affecting individual Oil Mzr-
keting Companies (OMCs)" rather
thana national shortfall. Price
spikes in border towns like Arua
and Tororo, it added, have been

working with licenced OMCs and
regional partners, is coordinating
logistics to ensure the incoming vo-
lumes are received and distributed

nationwide.

Mr Peter Ochieng, a regional fuel
marketing expert who tracks East
Africanimport cycles, said the mis-
match often comes down to distri-
bution, not headline volumes.
“Vessels in Mombasa solve the
country's stock quastion, but they
don't solve the dealer’s cash flow
question. When small players buy
from bigger ones at a premium be-
causa they can't finance full car-
goes or KPC line capacity, you
get dry forecourts even when

the national number is healthy,”
Mr Ochieng told Daily Monitorlast
weelk.

had run out of petrol
Mr Sam Okello, one of the pump at-
tendants, said the station expects fuel
replenishment, but when it wall be don,
remains unknown.

Nomajor changes in Acholi

In several parts of the Acholi Sub-re-
gion, transport fares and food prices
have remained stable despite a signifi-
cant increase in fuel prices.

In Gulu City, for example, by Saturday
evening, fuel prices for petrol ranged
between Shs3,500 and Shs?7.500. How-
ever, Total filling stations were closed
due to depleted fuel stocks.

“We have kept prices of food com-
modities that we ship from elsewhere =
stable; it will only increase once the
truck drivers increase fares for us,”Ms
Jennifer Akot, the secretary of Lacor
Market Vendors Association, said in an
interview

“We are yet to have a meeting next
week as transport operators to decide
on the next course of action. Of course,
the increased fuel prices are already hit-
ting us badly,and it is likely gomg high-
er at the weekend,” Mr Denis Okello,a
taxi operator who plies the Gulu-Ni-
mule highway said.
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rick Okaba, Simon Peter Emwamu,
Abubaker Kirunda, Ronald Seebe,
Tausi Nakato, Robert Muhereza,
Naume Biira, Julius Byamukama, Jo-
vita Kyarisima, Felix Ainebyoona, Bill
Oketch, Santo Ojok, Alex Ashaba, By-
'omugabi Segujja, &Tobbias Jolly Owiny

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

